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AVBE-SC/MHD  15  May  1963 

SUBJECT:  Operational  Report  Legaona  Learned 

I.  Sl^lfleant  Organ! ?.yt1onnl  and  Unit  Actlvltleg 

1.  latrodacUan 

Thia  OporatlonaJAfleport  Lessons  Leorned  covers  the  period  1  February  1968 
throught  31  April  1968.  uahe  173d  Airborne  Brigade  has  continued  to  conduct  opera¬ 
tions  aimed  at  locating  and  destroying  Viet  Cong,  North  Vietnamese  Forces  and  in- 
stallationa.  The  Brigade,  as  I  Field  Force's  rseerre  remained  ready  to  meet  any 
mission  required  and  continued  operations  in  the  Brigade's  TAOR  (Tactical  Area  of 
Responsibility),  The  Brigade's  Civic  Action  Program  continued  to  play  a  key  role 
in  the  Brigade's  counterinsurgency  efforts. 


To  best  accomplish  its  mission,  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  conducted  four 
major  onerations  during  the  reported  period.  Operation  Bolling,  which  commenced 
17  September  1967  continues  to  be  conducted  in  Pl.u  Ten  Province  by  the  4th  Battal¬ 
ion,  503d  Infantry  and  D  Company  l6th  Armor  through  the  months  of  February,  March 
and  April  to  present.  The  Brigade  minus  continued  to  operate  in  the  central  high¬ 
lands  as  a  two  battalion  task  force  with  augumentad  actions  while  participating  In 
Operation  MaCARTHUR  under  the  Operational  Contro.  of  the  4th  Infantry  Division 
until  April  when  they  redeployed  on  Operation  COCHISE  and  commenced  a  three  Bat¬ 
talion  operation  in  the  Bong  Son  oleins  area.  Operation  WALKER,  which  Includes 
the  defense  of  Camp  Radoliff  at  An  Kha  and  the  surrounding  AC  continued  to  involve 
one  airborne  battalion. 
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SUBJECT:  Oporatlonal  Ranort  Lessona  Leamad 

2,  Qrywniaatlon 

During  the  past  quarter  the  major  organizational  change  in  the  Brigade  was 
the  reorganization  of  the  Brigade's  Infantry  Battalions  under  TOE/MTOE  7-175T, 

USARPAC  GO  122,  15  February  1968  authorized  activation  and  organization  of 
the  173d  Airborne  Brigade's  Infantry  Battalions  under  TOE/KTOE  7-175T,  The  date 
for  re-organization  actions  was  left  to  the  discretion  of  connanders  concerned 
based  upon  the  availability  of  personnel  and  equlpraent  resources. 

The  re-organization  of  the  infantry  battalions  was  accomplished  in  two 
phases;  Phase  I  commenced  on  2  April  1968. 

1.  Phase  I:  Company  D  ( Provietenal)  in  each  infantry  battalion  was 
Inactivated  by  a  Brigade  General  Order  on  2  April  1968  and  Company  D  established 
under  T0E/^froE  7-175T.  All  personnel  assigned  to  Company  D  (Provisional)  were  re¬ 
assigned  to  Cottpany  D  from  Headquarters  Company  by  proper  morning  report  entries. 
Subsequently,  property  and  equipment  accountability  were  transferred  from  Head¬ 
quarters  Company  to  Company  U  and  raquisitlons  were  submitted  for  equipment  short¬ 
ages.  As  replacements  became  available,  the  Adjutant  General  assigned  personnel  to 
each  respective  company  until  authorised  strength  levels  were  reached. 

2.  Phase  II:  This  phase  consists  of  the  organization  of  Company  E  in 
each  of  the  infantry  battalions.  Company  E  will  be  activated  on  1  May  1968  in  each 
infantry  battalion  and  the  cadre  for  the  company  headquarters  will  be  assigned.  On 
15  Kay  the  Heavy  Mortar  Platoon  will  be  transferred  from  Headquarters  Company  to 
Company  E.  The  cadre  for  the  reconnaissance  platoon  will  be  constituted  on  1  June 
1968;  thereafter,  replacements  will  be  assigned  to  the  olatoona  as  they  become  avail¬ 
able.  It  is  estimated  that  Phase  II  of  the  re-organlzatlon  will  be  completed  by  1 
August  1968. 


Also  during  the  first  month  of  the  reporting  period,  February,  the  172d 
Killtary  Intelligence  Detachment,  24th  Military  History  Detachment,  51st  Chemical  De- 
taetuaent  were  all  changed  from  attached  to  assigned  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade. 

In  addition  the  54th  Infantry  Detachiaent  (Ground  Surveillance  Radar)  was  attached 
to  the  I73d  Support  Battalion  (Airborne)  for  daploymont  at  Camp  ftadellff,  An  Khe. 

When  the  Brigade  moved  to  Bong  Son  the  1st  Battalion  50th  Mechanized 
Infantry  under  the  command  of  LTC  Cheney  L,  Bertholf  Jr.  was  attached  to  the  Brigade 
greatly  enhancing  its  firepower  and  mobility.  The  1st  Battalion  50th  Msahoolsad 
Infantry  is  equipped  with  K113  Armored  Personnel  Carriers, 
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Tta*  ■ituatloas  b  •tear*  and  durlnf  bmIi  aparmtlsn  ooadaetad  bp  tka 

Brlfada  doriac  tbla  parlod  ara  brokaa  down  aa  foUova  t  Oparatloa  mctarwin 
taralBation,  Oparatloa  COCHISB.  Oparatloa  B2Ui£fi  Md  Opaiatlaa  MAUCB* 

(1)  Oparatloa  MdCAKHtUR; 

(a)  Kna^p  Sltuatloa  Prior  to  tba  Oparatloa i  Prior  to  tha  bafla- 
Blag  of  Fatoiarp  tba  VC/HTA  laoaehad  a  ooaatrp  wlda  offaaalaa  durlac  tha  Tiataaaaaa 
Haw  laar  (TeT)  30-31  Januarp  1968.  Tha  outbarat  of  anaap  aetlTltj  eaaaad  Taak  Toroa 
Povarhooaa  to  ba  apllt  aad  tha  lat  Ba-503d  laf  dataebad  aad  saat  to  Ban  Ma  Tboot 
vhila  tha  reduoad  taak  foroa  norad  to  Suol  Do, 

3iiol  Dot  Tv^  B»-903d  Inf  aorad  into  Snoi  Da  with 
tba  aiaalOB  of  atopplM  tba  Sth  ll  Bagiaawt  froa  latardiotiat  Hlglnmp  19 

laat  froa  Plalku  to  Aa  Eht.  ^Tha  Stb  Bn  <isth  B  Raalaant  was  looatad  aroond  VC  Vallap 
(Tie  BR  2020)  and  vaa  aaadlad  out  alaasata  ta  irfaa  tha  hlghwap.  Slaaaata  of  tha 
AQTth  appnar  hattallnM  wart  located  On  tho  Plalku,  Blnh  Dlnb  border  with  tha  poaalbla 
■lasion  of  latardtctloa  batwaan  An  Kha  and  Plalku.  The  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  aada  onij 
light  contact  with  the  5th  Aa  95th  B  Ragiaaat  between  Suol  Do  and  Aa  Kha.  After  a 
abort  parlod  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  aeaad  to  raiaforea  the  lat  Bn  la  Ban  Ha  Thont. 

During  Cue  Task  Force’s  atap  la  Snoi  Do,  tbep  vara  also  prepared  to  ■are  to 
Plalku  dtp  if  it  was  attacked  agSLla.  latelllgenea  la  au>lp  Fabmarp  plaoad  tha  iSSOl 
SaBcar  Bn  aortheast  of  Plalku  with  the  alsslon  of  ooaduetlag  sapper  aetiOM  efaiast 
Castp  Bollavap  and  Plalku  Cltp.  Suall  a1  await  a  af  tha  HlSth  Local  Foroa  Ba  vara  loc¬ 
ated  aouthveet  of  Plelkp  Cltp  and  tha  Ath  Bn  9^th  B  lUiH— nt  and  tha  95th  B  -Bj^lwaiit'a 
wart  located  south  of  the  Cltp.  Kleaanta  of  the  Aflth  Artm»rp  nt^ 

32iirt  HVA  Ragtiumt.  and  l7Ath  Haai—wt  vara  also  Idaatlflad  la  tha  ana. 

2.  Ban  Ma  Thouti  Initial  latelUganoa  la  aarlp  Fabmarp  In¬ 
dicated  tba  33d  MVA  RBatiBHrit  was  on  the  run  froa  Ban  Ms  Thout  aad  was  aefag  a  grad¬ 
ual  withdrawal  to  base  area  740  located  In  Caabodla.  Xlanants  of  the  Afith  Artnia-rr 
were  In  tha  area  to  conduct  rocketing  and  nortar  attacka  againat  frlendlp  iastallat- 
loas.  Tha  AOth  Artinarr  RegTnant  was  located  la  the  Trl  Border  Area  and  had  ala- 
aants  apllt  thma  vapai  two  alanents  vera  In  Kontm  Prorlnoe,  one  was  la  Plalku  Pro- 
vlaoe  and  one  was  In  tba  Ban  Me  Thout  area.  Tha  IMC  BetteHnw  was  acting  as  tha 
seourltp  alanent  of  the  Aftth  ArtilTerr  (tha  onlp  Reglaant  la  the  area  eap- 

abla  of  122b  rocket  attacka) .  There  vaa  also  a  toiet  l^ml  ramm  BetteHne  located 
due  south  of  Ban  Ma  Thout  and  the  ml  Iwirai  Force  BetteHm  located  due  north  of  Ban 
Ma  Thont. 

Tha  33d  Regiaant  suffered  25  to  30J(  casualties  during  Ita  T8t  Offsaslra  «ed  elT 
Indications  vara  that  it  was  withdrawing  towarda  baas  area  740  lu  Caabodla.  The  1st 
Bn  503d  Inf  was  sent  to  pursue  then  vfalls  OS  Special  Forcas  sat  up  blocking  poaitlous 
near  the  Caabodlan  Border  to  cut  off  tba  33d  lUylMnf.’B  retreat.  loueTar,  LTC  Ma  Ban 
Mink,  the  33d  Reirf—ntie  CO,  left  his  rear  elaaants  aa  a  blooklng  foroa  and  with  tba 
rsDainder  of  his  regliant  Dored  north  40-50  kllowatera  and  asoaped  tha  alllad  trap. 

KantT-Bi  With  tba  aaeppa  of  tha  .33d_BwgiMnk,  bha  lat  aad 
2Dd  Battalion  503d  Inf  ware  directed  to  Kontna  to  faca  the  threat  of  laeraaaad  aaa^ 
aotlrltp  la  that  area.  IntelUgenoe  reported  tha  foUovlag  unite  within  the  Koubou 
area  (during  March)  or  close  enough  to  ham  aa  Influanca  on  the  araa  of  oparatloui 

4th  Bn/24'th  Baglwaat 

5th  Bn/24tb  MVA  Reglsmt 

£.  6th  Bn/24th  MVA  Baglusnt 

Uawanis  of  40th  ArtlUerp  BaglMut 

£.  Xlsaanta  of  32d  IVA  BeglwaBt 
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SUBJECT:  Oper&tlon&l  Rfiport  Lessons  Learned 

X.  66th  NVA  Regiment 

g.  2d  Bn/17th  NVA  Regiment 

304th  Local  Tdrco  Battalion 

i.  407th  Sapper  Battalion 

i.  B-3  Front  Forward  TAC  CP 

(b)  PecnHarltlBB  and  Weakneaaea; 

1.  The  CO  of  the  33d  NVA  Regiment  la  known  to  be  an  evasive 
specialist,  he  prefers  to  avoid  contact  and  his  vui.t  is  know  to  usually  withdraw  to 
base  areas  to  regroup  and  resupply  before  resuming  the  offensive. 

The  enemy  units  In  this  area  can  now  be  resupplied  with 
both  men  and  equipment  within  30  days.  Trucks  have  been  reported  moving  in  the  area 
along  the  Cambodia  border  for  the  past  two  montha.  A  ROW  captured  near  FSB  14,  19 
miles  west  of  Kontim,  stated  that  he  was  transported  by  truck  convoy  from  North 
Vietnam  to  a  location  one  day's  walk  from  Kontum  Province.  The  trip  lasted  eleven 
days. 


(c)  Enemy  Capabllltlea ; 

i.  Attack  the  Kontum  complex  with  3  NVA  Regiments  supported 
by  indirect  fire  from  the  4Qth  NVA  Artillery  Regiment. 

Defend  in  battalion  strength  when  contacted  by  US  troopa. 
It  was  doubtful  that  he  was  capable  of  massing  a  regimental  slie  defanse  due  to  US 
Air  and  artillery. 


Ine. 


2.,  Withdraw  from  the  area  at  the  time  and  place  of  his  choes- 


Reinforce  the  battlefield  with  the  2  Battalions  of  the 
174th  NVA  Regiment  and  the  ini  Local  Force  Eat tali  on  located  on  Highway  14  between 
Pleiku  and  Kontum  City. 


(d)  .liimniaT-v  of  Operations:  During  1-7  February  1968  as  Tank  Force 
Fowerhouae,  1st  Battalion  503d  Infantry,  2d  Battalion  503d  Infantry,  A  Btry  and  B  Btiy 
3d  Battalion  319th  Artillery  participated  in  Operation  MACARTHUR,  On  28  February  1968, 
the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  and  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  exchanged  locations:  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  going 
■to  AO  WALKER  and  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  going  to  AO  MACARTHUR.  During  February,  while 
engaged  in  Operation  MACARTHUR,  Brigade  units  were  involved  in  48  incidents,  20  of 
which  were  friendly  initiated.  The  Ist  Bn  503dd  Inf  was  OPCON  to  the  4th  Inf  Division 
for  the  period  2-15  February  1968  and  during  this  period  the  Battalion  was  involved 

In  46  incidents,  19  of  which  were  friendly  initiate. 

(e)  Significant  Contects; 


1.  071200  Feh  68;  AH  985465  D/2/503  made  contact  with  5  NVA. 
Results:  1  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

2.  161305  Feb  68:  ZU  233837  C/2/503  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  VC  squad.  Results:  2  VC  KIA,  3  VC  PW's. 

i.  271535  Feb  63;  ZA  2027a  B/1/503  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  NVA  Company,  Results:  4  NVA  KIA  (BC) , 

i.  03  Feb  68;  AP  803975  C/l/503  contact  with  unknow  size 
element,  initially  engaged  from  the  West,  and  Northwest,  developed  to  the  South  and 
Southwest.  SA,  AW  and  mortar  fire,  RPQ-4  received,  aso  one  12.7  HJG  observed  firing 
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froai  yIc  AT  031618.  Indication  ahou  eatinated  reinforced  coapany  by  aeotor,  covered, 
type  weapons,  and  volume  of  fire,  ;'nlpera  In  trees.  Aircraft  on  resupply  and  duatoff 
drew  heavy  fire.  Results:  4  OS  Wh.i,  Ij  HVA  KIA  (BC),  enerty  Initiated, 

5*  05  Feb  68:  AP  803795  C/D/1/503  received  70  rounds  60iin« 
and  82niii  mortar  fire  from  a  2300  mil  AZ,  enen^r  Initiated.  Reaulte:  10  OS  WHA. 

1.  10  Feb  68:  AF  754885  DA/503  received  SA  and  mortar  fire 
from  an  estimated  Co  size  element,  contact  broken  to  the  SW,  Resulte:  1  OS  KHA,  6 
OS  WHA,  12  NVA  KIA  (BC),  enemy  initiated  contact  broken  late  in  the  afternoon. 

12  Feb  68:  ZO  248854  A/l/503  contact  initiated  with  squad 
of  NVA  proceded  SW  to  hill  vie  ZU  247853  where  estimated  reinforced  Co  in  dog  in 
posltloaa  along  top  of  hill  utilising  mortars  and  rockets.  Action  continued  until 
1810  hours.  Results:  8  US  KHA,  20  US  WHA,  negative  enemy  results,  enemy  initiated, 

8.  14  Fob  68:  ZU  258936  C/l/503  fire  support  base  esap 

attacked  by  ground,  mortars,  rockets,  rifle  gronades,  SA  and  AW  from  SE,  E  and  NE 
between  0051  and  0330  hours.  First  gpnaiU  attack  cane  supported  by  60»ni  and  82an 
mortars  and  rifle  grenades,  60  placed  inside  wire  perimeter,  B-40  rocket  launcher 
along  flank.  NVA  troops  crawled  thru  the  wire  and^laced  sgtcbel  cahrgea  around  the 
area  (neg  dansige) .  Mortars  fired  from  an  AZ  of  40  and  125  at  approximately  300 
meters.  Fighting  continued  until  0118  hours,  then  other  small  arms  and  AW  fire  oor- 
tact  broken  at  approximately  0330  hours.  Estimated  received  10  rounds  B-40  rocket, 

60  rounds  mortar  (60inm  and  82mm).  Countei^mortar,  artillery,  gunehlps  and  Spooky 
eaqjloyed.  R«siJ.ta:  15  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  OS  KHA,  7  US  WHA  (5  evacuated),  NVA  believed 
to  be  3d  Co,  lOlst  Bn,  33d  Regt  by  document  readout.  US  initiated. 

2,  031522  Mar  68:  AR  352979  D/l/503  mode  contact  with  an 
estimated  Co  size  enemy  force.  Results:  6  US  KHA,  11  US  WHA,  enemy  casualties  un¬ 
determined. 


ifl.  031530  Mar  68:  AR  854976  C/l/503  received  AW  and  SA  fire. 
Results:  1  US  KHA,  5  WHA,  2  US  MHA,  eneny  casualties  undetermined. 

li.  031532  Mar  68:  ZA  135767  C/3/503  made  contact  with  an  es¬ 
timated  reinforced  NVA  platoon.  Results:  3  US  KHA,  8  OS  WHAj  4  NVA  KIA  (BC), 


changed  to  KHA, 


li.  041200  Mar  68:  AR  852978  C/l/503  found  2  US  MHA,  stat-ia 


li.  0U430  Mar  68:  ZA  127762  B/3/503  found  3  NVA  KIA,  killed 
by  A/S  or  Artillery.  Results:  3  NVA  KIA  (EC). 

X4,  060935  Mar  68:  ZA  212730  Southbound  convoy  ambushed  by 
an  estimated  NVA  Co,  employing  AW,  B-40,  «nd  mortar  fire.  E-17tb  Cav  moved  to  assist, 
employed  A/S  and  Artillery.  Results:  2  US  KHA,  6  OS  MHA;  4  NVA  KIA  (BC),  2  NVA  PW 
(MIA). 


I.5.  <j71100  Mar  68:  ZA  210715  E-17tb  Cav  made  contact  with  an 
unknown  slse  enemy  force  in  bunkers.  Firing  continued  until  1555E,  Results:  14  NVA 
KIA  (BC). 


Ifi.  080955  Mar  68:  AR  845996  C/l/503  engaged  5  NVA  fled  NW. 
C/l/503  pursued  and  engaged  an  estimated  NVA  Co  vie  AR  843997.  A/3  and  Artillery 
were  employed.  Contact  was  broken  at  I6OOH.  Results:  4  NVA  KIA  (BC),  7  NVA  KIA 
(Poes) . 


12.  141015  Mar  68:  ZA  147943  D/3/503  made  contact  with  an 
estimated  Co  size  eneny  force.  At  141435,  B/3/503  linked  up  with  D/3/ 503,  Contact 
was  broken  at  141600,  Results;  1  OS  KHA,  7  US  WHA;  5  NVA  KIA  (BC) . 

la.  151450  Mar  68;  ZA  048982  C/l/503  received  sniper  fire  in 
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the  area  of  an  earlier  contact.  Contact  vas  broken  at  1715H.  Resulta:  1  US  KHiv,  1 
US  VmAj  8  in’A  KIA  (BC),  8  NVA  KIA  (Poas). 

ia*  161025  Mar  68:  ZA  045985  C/l/503  made  contact  with  a 
aqxLad  force.  Contact  broken  at  1240H.  Reaulta:  5  NVA  KIA  (BC), 

160245  Mar  68:  ZA  149940  D/3/503  received  11  rounda  L’Tom 
mortar  fire.  Results:  2  US  KHA,  5  US  WHA. 

21.  170800  Mar  68:  2A  038992  B/l/503  found  4  NVA  KIA  kiUed 

as  a  result  of  probing  actions  on  the  perimeter  on  16  March.  Res:J.ts:  4  KIA  (BC). 

22.  170845  Mar  68:  ZA  041988  B/l/503  searched  a  tunnel  complex 
which  had  been  hit  by  airstrikes.  Results:  35  NVA  KIA  (EC). 

22.  181548  Mar  68:  ZB  034010  D/l/503  received  mortar  fire  of 

unknown  caliber,  SA,  AW,  rifle  grenades  and  sniper  lire  from  an  estimated  company  size 
force.  Contact  was  broken  1742H.  Results:  1  US  KH/i,  2  US  WHA,  8  US  HHA  (Later  found 
7  US  KHA,  1  US  recovered  unhurt) . 

22.  190405  Mar  68:  ZA  I54955  B  &  D/3/503  received  ground  at¬ 

tack  by  unknown  size  enemy  force.  Contact  continued  in  the  area  until  191600. 

Results:  16  OS  WHA;  1  IfVA  KIA  (BC),  8  IIVA  KIA  (Poss). 

2i.  211315  f'ar  68;  ZA  153956  A/3/503  made  contact  with  an 

enemy  ambush  site.  C/3/503  linked  up  with  A/3/503  at  the  ambush  site,  received  SA, 

AW,  B_40,  M_79,  and  mortar  fire.  Results:  2  US  KHA,  23  US  WHA;  1  NVA  KIA  (BC),  4 
CTA  KIA  (Foss)  . 


2^.  2216I6  Mai  63:  ZA  15x959  C/3/503  received  heavy  B-40  and 
AW  fire  from  estimated  KVA  Bn.  Residts:  3  US  KHA,  5  US  WHA;  3  KVA  KIA  (BC),  19  NVA 
KIA  (Poss). 

22.  23I800  Mar  68"  ZA  155962  C/3/505  engaged  NVA  in  trees  snd 
bunkers.  Results:  4  KVA  KIA  (BC). 

2S.  241600  Mar  68;  ZA  151960  A  &  C/3/503  received  heavy  AW 
and  SA  fire  from  the  W,  Artillery  and  a/S  were  employed  and  contact  was  broken  at 
I73OH,  Results:  1  US  KKA,  lo  US  WHA,  5  US  MHA  (Later  found  5  US  KHA);  8  NVA  KIA 


2i.  261450  Mar  68:  ZA  151992  A/l/503  received  heavy  AK_47  fire 

from  the  SW  and  from  an  estimated  10  snipers.  Fire  continued  until  1555H.  Results: 

1  OS  KHA,  2  US  WHA;  4  NVA  KIA  (BC). 


(f) 


2.  Terrain:  The  area  In  this  analysis  is  within  he  central 
portion  of  the  Arjianite  Mountain  chain  which  includes  the  northwest  port  .on  of  Flelku 
Province  and  the  southwest  portion  of  Kontum  Province.  P.ugged,  steep  sloped  mou.ntaDS 
prevail  throughout  the  area.  Wide  plains  are  abundant  between  these  mountslns.  Veg¬ 
etation  consists  mainly  of  multi-canopied  forest  with  dense  undergrowth.  The  drainage 
within  the  area  is  handled  by  the  Sau  River  system  which  also  provldr  s  good  potential 
avenues  of  movement. 

Rugged  mountains  atx;  found  mainly  in  the  northeast  and  northwest  comers  of  the 
area.  These  moui:tains  art  steeply  (over  30%)  sloped  and  severely  dissected  by  irumer- 
oua  gullies.  Average  elevations  are  370  meters  in  the  northwest  to  880  meters  in  the 
northeast.  The  highest  elevation  is  1,775  meters  on  Chu  Mon  Ray  at  YA  956998,  Local 
relief  in  these  mountain  regions  varies  between  300  and  500  meters. 

Hills  are  mainly  found  surrounding  the  uost  central  mountains  and  along  the  oaat-- 
om  border  of  Plellcu,  Kontum  Province.  Average  elevation  within  these  hills  reglona 
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la  approximately  450  motera.  The  local  relief  in  this  foothills  varies  between  100 
and  300  meters.  The  highest  elevation  ia  671  ineteis  at  TA  507512. 

There  are  several  large  rolling  to  undulating  plalna  generally  found  between  the 
rugged  mountains.  The  largest  plalna  are  considered  to  be  part  of  the  Kont'jm  Plateau. 
This  particular  plateau  extends  approximately  20  kilometers  north  of  Kontum  and  covers 
all  of  Plelku  Province.  Elevations  in  this  plain  vary  between  400  and  800  meters  vd-th 
600  meters  being  comnon.  Slopes  in  this  plains  area,  are  generally  less  than  loi  but 
scattered  hills  or  low  mountains  slopes  may  be  much  steeper.  TUs  plain  is  widest 
in  the  southeast  protlon  where  it  is  44  kilometers  across;  narrowest  above  Kontum. 

Multi-canopied  dense  undergrowth  forests  are  the  predominant  type  of  vegetation. 
Single  layer  discontinuous  canopy  forests  are  found  interspread  amongest  the  dense 
undergrowth  forests. 

Brushwood  can  be  found  interspersed  amongest  both  the  raultl-oanopled  dense  under 
growth  forests  and  the  single  layer  discontlnuoun  conopy  forests. 

Clear  or  sparsely  vegetated  areas  are  randomly  distributed  throughout,  but  appear 
mostly  in  the  rolling  to  undulating  plains  in  the  southeast.  These  areas  are  found 
In  greatest  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  4A  1756,  ZA  2058,  AR  8365,  AR  8274  and 
AR  9379. 

Plantations  are  found  mainly  in  the  southeast  comer  and  west  of  Kontum  (ZA  2289). 
Bamboo  is  present  througbtout  the  area,  but  is  only  deoicated  on  the  map  in  the  vic¬ 
inity  of  YA  9077. 

Rico  cultivation  is  found  mainly  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  area  in  low  lying 
river  valleys.  However  rice  may  be  found  in  some  valleys  in  the  western  half  also, 
n^ce  paddies  arist  ia  abundance  in  the  vicinity  of  AR  8053,  AR  8160,  surrounding  the 
city  of  Kontum  (AR  7888)  and  in  numerous  smaller  valleys. 

2,  Heather:  The  climate  is  nonsoonal  in  nature  with  two 
major  seasons;  the  southwest  monsoon  form  mid-May  to  late  September  and  northeast 
monsoon  from  early  November  to  mid-March.  These  two  major  seasons  are  separated  by 
two  transitional  periods;  the  spring  transition,  rdd-March  to  mid-May,  and  autumn 
transition,  late  September  to  early  November,  A  monsoon  Is  a  seasonal  prevailing 
wind. 


The  warm  season  occurs  from  March  through  May.  High  humidity  months  are  May 
through  October.  The  cool  season  is  November  and  December.  Ltw  humidity  months  are 
January  through  March.  From  March  through  May,  increased  teiaperatures  ulU  reduce 
personnel  capabilities.  All  air  operations  especially  helibome  will  be  more  rest¬ 
ricted  in  payloads  or  perfc  ’’ance  than  in  cooler  weather.  High  humidity  from  May 
through  October  will  cause  i.. creased  rotting  or  mildewing  of  rubber,  leather,  cloth 
or  rope. 


(g)  Enemy's  Order  of  Battle; 


UNIT 

ESTIMATED  STRENGTH 

LAST  CONPIR-MED  LOCATION 

DATE 

33d  NVA  Regt 

750 

Scnithweet  Ban  He  Thout 

7eb  68 

95th  B  Regt 

1350 

Southwest  Kontum 

Mar  68 

407th  Sapper  Bn 

500 

Plelku  Province 

Mar  68 

E-301  Bn 

300 

South  of  Ban  Me  Thout 

Feb  68 

24th  HVA  Regt 

850 

ZA  0797 

Mar  68 

4th  Bn  24th  NVA  Regt 

Dnk 

Onk 

Unk 
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5th  Bn  24th  NVA  Regt 

Dnk 

AR  873980 

Mar  68 

6th  Bn  24th  HVA  Regt 

link 

Dnk  (Kontum  Province) 

Mar  68 

32d  Regt 

1050 

Dak  To  Area 

Mar  68 

66th  Regt 

IW 

Dak  To  (Withdrew  Mar 

to  Tri  Border  area) 

2d  Bn  174th  Regt 

Unk 

2A  1580 

Mar  68 

40th  Arty  Regt  (Elements, 
posslbably  200th  Bn) 

Dnk 

ZA  0595 

Mar  68 

304th  U  Bn 

160 

ZA  1896 

Mar  68 

407th  Sapper  Bn 

250 

East  of  Kontum  City 

Mar  68 

(2)  OnerRUon  COCHISE: 

(a)  Enamv  g|tiiat1nni 

i.  Plapoaltlop i  The  173d  Airborne  Brigade  relieved  the  3d 
Brigade  4th  Infantiy  Division  ajid  assumed  operations  in  AO  Cochise  on  30  March  1968. 
Since  the  end  of  January  1968,  the  Bong  Son  area  of  operations  hae  been  the  site  of 
increased  eneny  activity.  The  eneny  does  not  fully  control  the  area  around  Bong  Son 
because  of  the  presence  of  friendly  troops  and  efforts  of  the  government's  revolution¬ 
ary  devolopnent  program.  Intelligence  hss  reported  the  following  units  within  the 
Bong  Son  area  or  close  enough  to  have  influence  upon  the  COCHISE  area  of  operations. 

S-  -  oupport  urlts  NT3  Division 

b.  ]8th  (fVA  Regiinent 
i.  22d  VC  Regiment 

d.  2nd  VC  Regiment 

e.  98th  KVA  Engineer  Bn 
£.  2C0th  NVA  AD  Bn 

g.  300th  NVA  Artillery  Bn 

h.  55l8t  NVA  Slngal  Bn 

4.  500th  KVA  Transportation  Bn 

600th  NVA  Medical  Bn 

i. .  300th  KVA  Sapper  Bn 

_1.  36th  VC  Sapper  Bn  (U) 

m.  50th  VC  Infantry  Bn  (if) 

n.  E  210th  VC  Infantry  Bn  (DF) 

c.  407th  Sapper  Bn 

g.  Tegullarltlas  and  WeaknesBeB; 

a.  The  eneny  is  vulnerable  to  sustained  friendly  operat- 
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b.  The  enemy  is  vulnerable  to  air  and  artillery  retal¬ 
iation  as  well  as  being  observed  by  air. 

S..  The  enemy  Is  prone  to  hunger  and  illness  living  in  the 

jungle. 

i.  Psychological  warfare  will  no  doubt  have  some  effect 

on  the  enemy. 


Enemy  CapabiUtieei 

a.  The  enemy  has  carried  out  increasing  small  acale  at¬ 
tacks  gaining  a  certain  degree  of  success,  allowing  him  to  cause  friendly  casualties 
at  a  nlnimun  risk  to  his  forces.  He  can  be  expected  to  continue  these  operations. 

b.  The  enemy  can  be  expected  to  continue  his  interdic¬ 
tion  of  lines  of  communication,  mining  of  routes  of  communications,  and  sabotage 
operations  against  pipelines  and  attacks  against  Isolated  outposts. 

c.  The  raoveraent  of  a  large  number  of  aiivraft  into  an 
area  would  offer  a  lucrative  target  for  an  enemy  mortar  attack,  and  he  could  be  ex¬ 
pected  to  use  this  opportunity  to  employ  hla  mortars  and  recoilless  rifles  since  this 
type  of  attack  would  involve  the  least  aaount  of  risk  to  his  forces, 

4.  The  location  of  the  Tt.h  end  Sth  Bn  22H  Beyt  and  did 
and  9*7th  Rn  ?nd  Vt  Ragtmant  indicate  the  probability  of  a  battalion  alie  attack  on 
Phu  My  District  Headquarters  and  AHVN  Installations, 

S,4  With  recent  reports  of  a  buildup  of  a  battalion  sise 
foive  to  the  South  of  An  K'm-.  the  uneasy  wiil  in  all  probebiUty  launch  a  full  scale 
attack  upon  isolated  outposts  around  An  Kbe  or  possible  Camp  Radcllff/An  Khe  itself 
In  the  near  future. 


£,  Tuy  An,  and  Helu  Xuong  remain  as  likely  targets  for 
company  and  battalion  size  attacks. 


g.  Rice  gathering  units  can  be  expected  to  enter  Phy  Tuy, 
Phu  Cat  and  Tuy  Hoa  Diotrlcts  to  collect  taxes  from  the  people  after  harvest. 


2i.  Propaganda  lectures,  drafting  and  kidnapping  of  civil¬ 
ians  and  laborers,  continued  infiltration  and  harraaaing  activity  Is  expected  to 
continue  within  Blnh  Dlnh. 


size  force. 


i-  Possible  major  attack  on  Qul  Hhon  by  a  multi-battalion 


Cmbat  Efficiency  (binh  Dinh  Province,  AO  Walker  and 
Cochise) ;  In  Binh  Dinh  Province,  the  18th  HVA  Regt  was  primarily  concerned  with  op¬ 
erations  In  aoutheaslem  Phu  Cat  District.  The  2d  VC  Regt  is  continuing  operations 
in  the  upper  Phu  My  Valley  with  elements  of  the  22tb  NVA  Regt.  Primary  interest  still 
appears  to  be  directed  against  QVN  secured  areas  in  the  Phu  Cat  and  Flu  MP  Volley  area. 
Due  to  information  gathered  from  recent  PU's,  It  is  believed  that  replacements  are 
coming  into  Binh  Dinh  Province  along  with  supplies.  EnenQr  units  have  remained  out  of 
major  coTitacts  with  allied  units  for  some  tlM.  It  is  felt  that  enemy  units  within 
Binh  Dinh  Province  will  wait  until  they  are  up  to  strength  and  have  the  equlpmoit  and 
supplies  before  coanitting  themselves  to  a  large  scale  attack. 


(b)  Slgnmaant  Caataciaj 


i.  051145  Apr  68:  BR  963901  C/2/503  found  a  small  VC  hospital. 
6  HVA/VC  POW's  were  captured  in  the  area. 


g.  171245  Apr  68:  BR  683820  LRP  Team  B  observed  8  VC  moving 
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Artillery  was  adjusted  into  the  area  resulting  in  6  VC  KIA  (Poss), 

2-  181750  Apr  68;  BS  958OOI  B/1/50  mads  contact  with  aji 

xmknoun  size  eneioy  forre  during  a  village  search.  Results:  3  f*VA  KIA  (BC) . 


A* 

west,  carrying  rucksacks. 
(Poss) . 


SA  and  AW  fire.  Results, 
6. 

3A  and  AU  fire.  Resxilts: 

(c)  Ifli 


231835  Apr  68:  BR  834580  LRP  Team  C  observed  10  VC  moving 
Artillery  was  fired  in  the  area  resulting  in  10  VC  KIA 


261325  Apr  68:  BR  74575?  A/3/ 503  engaged  10-12  NVA  with 
3  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

281210  Apr  68:  BR  743745  A/3/503  engaged  10-20  NVA  with 
5  .NVA  KIA  (BC). 

■rain  and  Weather: 


larrain: 


Rrtatdng  Sttiietinn:  In  the  northern  part  of  Blnh  Dinh 
Province  the  principal  urban  area  Is  Bong  Son  (BR  8796) ,  In  the  flat  seasonally  in¬ 
undated  coastal  plains,  there  are  three  low  mountain  spurs  with  numerous  adjacent 
hills  and  hill  locks.  Tlie  lowland  plains  grade  westwaisl  into  rolling  plain:.,  foot¬ 
hills,  and  then  into  steep  heavily  dissected  mountains.  The  terrain  becomes  increas¬ 
ingly  rugged  from  east  to  west.  The  predominant  vegetation  is  rice  cultivation  in 
the  low  lands  and  light  to  cense  undergrowth  in  the  hills  and  aountains.  There  are 
numerous  valleys  whi-^h  facilitate  movement;  however,  all  expedient  movement  is  rest¬ 
ricted  to  existing  trains,  roads,  and  waterways. 

Ihe  prijicifial  3  avenues  cf  movement  are  in  a  north-south  direction.  The  coastal 
lowlands  area  is  a  preferred  avenue  of  movement  to  rugged  western  mountains.  In  the 
south  avenues  of  movement  are  broad  with  numerous  alternate  routes,  but  to  the  north 
they  become  constructed  and  the  alter 'ated  route  become  limited.  Expedient  movement 
in  the  coastal  lowlands  in  a  north-south  direction  would  be  to  the  east  of  and  para¬ 
llel  to  Route  1.  Concealed  movement  would  probably  be  north  along  the  Suoi  Ca  River 
Valley  (BR  802654)  to  the  Huoc  Lang  River  (BR  701875)  Valley  auid  then  along  the  Kin 
Son  River  Valley  (bR  813899).  The  An  Hal  River  Valley  (bR  768669)  is  a  major  avenue 
of  movement  from  the  north  to  eltlier  the  south  via  the  K  ■n  Son  River  Valley  (3R  818 
399)  or  to  the  east  along  the  Lai  Clang  River  Valley  (BR  862942).  The  Kim  Son  River 
Valley  (BR  818899)  afford.3  many  good  avenues  of  movenant  from  east  to  west  through 
the  Kuoc  Tuong  (BR  701375),  Suoi  Tim  (BR  684829)  and  S  Lon  (3R  773818)  River  Valleys. 
Accompanying  trails  allows  movement  further  west  to  the  Suol  Kon  River  Valley  (BR 
593831)  in  the  extreme  west.  The  Son  River  Valley  (BR  537662)  is  the  only  major 
north-south  avenue  of  movement  in  the  west. 

b.  The  steep  slopes  encountered  in  these  rugged  areas 
are  obstacles  to  movement.  Swollen  rivers  and  streams  also  present  an  obstacle  to 
movement  In  these  areas.  Avenues  of  movement  in  the  coastal  plains  are  unrestricted 
in  all  dlrectlonsj  however,  flooding  in  the  wet  season  will  present  some  problems  to 
TLOvement.  The  numerous  streams  and  canals  in  this  area  will  also  present  an  obstacle 
to  movement. 


2.  Weather. 

a.  Existing  situation:  From  mid-March  to  mid-May,  the 
Spring  Transition  period  begins.  The  gradual  shifting  of  the  winds  from  a  north¬ 
easterly  to  a  southwest  direction  causes  conditions  to  improve.  Weather  is  gener¬ 
ally  good  except  for  frequent  o<  curances  of  morning  fog.  Visibilities  will  be  recuc- 
ed  until  approxitBately  0900  hours.  By  the  end  of  May  the  Southwest  Monsoon  again 
begins  to  dominate  the  province, 

t.  Effects  on  enemy  courses  of  action:  During  the  Spring 
Transition  period  the  cloud  celling  lifts,  allowing  aerial  reconnaissance  and 
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surveillance,  but  during  those  periods  when  clouds,  fog  and  occasional  light  rain 
exists  most  of  the  hill  masses  will  be  hidden  and  valleys  vdll  be  difficult  to  ob¬ 
serve.  Foot  movement  will  be  good  to  excellent  during  this  period  enabling  the 
erony  to  move  faster,  erdmnclng  his  ability  to  attack  and  withdraw  to  cover  and  con- 
ceaLment  virtually  undetected. 

Effects  on  friendly  courses  of  action:  The  Spring 
Tra-nsition  period  enhances  friendly  air  capability  by  allowing  increased  air  obser¬ 
vations  and  aerial  troop  movement.  Roads  are  at  their  best  conditions  allowing  move¬ 
ment  of  bulk  supplies  and  equipment  with  a  minlmura  of  effort.  Foot  movement  is  at 
Its  best  with  the  rivers  and  streams  at  a  low  level  enhancing  our  ability  to  ford  and 
pursue  the  enemy. 


ywiT 

ESTIMATED  STRENGTH 

LAST  CONFIRMED  LOCATION 

DATE 

3  NVA  Division 

6000 

■Jnk 

Dnk 

HQ  &  Spt  Dnlts  NT3  KVa  Div  450 

BR  8371 

Mar  68 

HQ  4  Spt  tfnita,  18th  Regt 

275 

BR  9251 

Jan  68 

7th  Ih/A  Bn  18th  Regt 

300 

BR  9353 

Jan  68 

8th  NVA  Bq  18th  Regt 

200 

BR  9735 

Feb  68 

9th  KVA  Bn  ISth  Regt 

225 

BR  9238 

Jan  68 

ild  '{VA  Kegt 

1300 

BR  7162 

Apr  63 

7th  KVA  Bn  22d  Regt 

260 

BR  8280 

Apr  68 

8th  NVA  Bn  22d  Regt 

300 

BR  9596 

Apr  68 

9th  KVA  Bn  22d  Regt 

270 

BR  8887 

Apr  68 

2d  VC  Regt 

1100 

BR  8566 

Apr  68 

93d  VC  Bn  2d  VC  Regt 

240 

BR  7377 

Apr  68 

95th  VC  Bn  2d  VC  Regt 

180 

BR  7667 

Apr  68 

97lh  VC  Bn  2d  VC  Regt 

270 

BR  6880 

Apr  68 

200th  KVA  AD  Bn  NT3 

300 

ES  7315 

Jun  67 

90th  NVA  Engr  Sn  NT3 

200 

BR  9095 

Apr  67 

300th  NVA  Arty  Bn  NT3 

300 

BR  9275 

Jun  67 

500th  NVA  Trans  Bn  NI3 

335 

BS  7910 

Aug  67 

551st  NVA  Sig  Bn  WT3 

337 

BR  8069 

Jan  68 

600th  NVA  Ked  Bn  NT3 

100 

Eon  River  Area 

Apr  67 

300th  NVA  Sapper  Bn  NT3 

230 

BR  7863 

Apr  68 

36th  VC  Sapper  Bn  (LF) 

125 

OR  1531 

Jan  68 

50th  VC  Infantry  Bn  (LF) 

100 

CR  0125 

Jan  68 
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K-210th  VC  Infantry  Bn  (LF)  150  CR  0523 


15  May  1968 
Feb  68 


407th  Sapper  Bn  350  Located  In  Western  Binh  Din  ProTince 

(e)  Use  of  the  LRPs  Extensive  use  was  made  of  the  74th  Infantry 
(LRP)  in  Operation  Cochise  during  the  month  of  April.  A  total  of  19  LRP  operations 
were  conducted.  The  mission  assigned  to  the  teams  was  generally  that  of  trail  watch¬ 
ing  in  areas  of  suspected  enemy  activity.  Secondary  missions  of  bomb  damage  assess¬ 
ment  and  artillery  assessment  were  also  assigned.  In  conjunctions  with  these  missions, 
the  LRP  teams  adjusted  artillery  fire  on  observed  enemy  personnel  on  thirteen  occas¬ 
ions  and  directed  three  alrstTlkes.  The  LIff  killed  2  NVA/VC  (BC)  and  had  9  possible 
kills.  In  addition,  16  KVA/VC  ware  possibly  killed  by  LRP  adjusted  artillery.  Six 
of  the  patrols  were  combined  ARVN  LRP/US  LRP  operations.  These  patrols  proved  to  be 
highly  Instructive  and  profitable  and  will  be  continued  in  the  future.  Based  upon 
observation  of  the  LRP  teams,  several  battalion  size  operations  wore  conducted  in  the 
AO. 


(f)  Decisions  and  Plana  Adopted  with  Reasons  Rased  on  Enemy  Stt- 
uatlons?  During  the  reporting  period,  extremely  close  coordination  was  effected  be¬ 
tween  intelligence  gathering  agencies  and  Brigade  reaction  forces  to  ensure  rarid  re¬ 
sponse  to  changes  in  the  enemy  situation.  Operation  Velvet  Hammer  was  initiated  on 
11  April  1968,  as  a  result  of  inteliigence  gathered  during  the  first  week  of  Brigade 
operations  in  the  AO.  On  two  occasicns,  the  2/503d  Inf  conducted  0[>erations  in  the 
vicinity  of  the  Tiger  J'tounte.lns ,  guided  in  part  by  agent  reports  and  other  Intelll!- 
gonce  sources.  Exploitation  of  the  agent  met  established  by  l/50th  Inf  (Meeh)  re¬ 
sulted  in  the  seizure  of  nearly  7  tons  of  rice  which  otherwise  would  have  been  used 
to  feed  NVA/VC  forces  in  the  area.  APD  end  Infra-red  were  used  to  detect  the  pres¬ 
ence  of  enemy  troops  in  the  AO.  Based  upon  these  indications,  artillery  concentrat¬ 
ions,  naval  gunfire,  and  alrstrlkes  were  directed  into  eneii^  areas.  Whenever  possl- 
oie,  these  fires  were  followed  up  by  groicid  troops  who  assessed  the  damage.  Also 
artillery  and  airatrlkes  were  suczessfully  employed  against  targets  of  opportunity 
reported  by  the  LRP.  On  senreral  occasions,  U<P  sightings  were  the  basis  for  cooBdtt- 
Ing  company  size  forces  in  the  <‘0. 

(3)  Operation  WALKSP.i 

(a)  Snemv  Situation  Prior  to  Operation  Walken  The  4Q7th  Sapper 
Ba  and  the  HI 5th  Bn,  both  main  force  VC  anits,  were  the  major  eneigy  forces  opposing 
Camp  Radoliff  and  the  AN  KRE  area.  For  the  most  part  they  geaerally  operated  out¬ 
side  the  TAOH  with  the  4n7th  Bn  operating  primarily  North  of  Highway  19  and  HlSth  Bn 
operating  to  the  South  of  Highway  19.  These  units  wore  not  permanently  located  with¬ 
in  the  AN  KHE  area.  Both  units  operated  within  the  TAOR  only  long  enough  to  conduct 
an  attack  aad  then  iramodlately  withdrew  tc  a  sanctuary  outside  the  TAOR  out  of  art¬ 
illery  range.  The  HiSth  Rr  had  its  base  in  the  KONTUM  area.  The  /.fl7t.h  Banner  Bn 
operated  generally  in  the  PLEIKU  area.  A  local  VC  force  made  up  of  platoon  and  squad 
aizo  units  operated  in  the  general  vicinity  of  AN  KHE  and  along  Highway  19.  These 
units  are  the  AN  TDC  Local  Force  and  the  AN  KHE  guerrilla  force. 

The  4th  Bn  9Sth  NVA  Regiiaent  has  moved  into  the  TAOR  with  the  mission  of  inter¬ 
dicting  Highway  19  between  AN  KHE  (Checkpoint  26)  and  the  Mang  Tang  Pass.  With  the 
insertion  of  the  Ath  Bn  95th  B  NVa  Re^memt.  the  4r)7th  Sapner  Bn  and  B15th  Bn  have 
been  relatively  inactive  in  the  area, 

(b)  EamlUcltLea  nnd  Waaltnfiaflfla: 

1.  Tha  enemy  is  vulnerable  to  air  and  artillery  retaliation 
as  well  as  observation  by  air  in  some  areas  of  the  TAOR. 

2.  Recent  success  by  DS  troops,  l-503d  Infantry  and  eleaants 
of  the  l.£flth  Armor  make  the  enemy  vulnerable  to  psychological  operations. 

(c)  Enemy  Capabilities s 
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2,  The  enesv  can  conduct  a  limited  ground  attack  cm  Camp 
RadcUff  supported  with  creu  served  weapons. 

2.  The  enemy  can  conduct  attacka  on  isolated  posts  with  at 
least  a  company  size  force. 


The  enemy  can  conduct  isolated  mining,  sabotage  and  terr¬ 
orist  activities  against  outpost  within  the  iO  along  Highway  19. 

(d)  Slomiftcimt  Contaeta: 

090914  Feb  62'  BR  279459  convoy  ambushed  by  8-10  enemy- 
personnel.  Enemy  ambush  site  was  engaged  by  C/?/503d  Inf,  searched  the  area  and 
found  4  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

g.  091321  Feb  68:  BR  275457  B/3/503d  Inf  made  contact  with 
unknown  size  enemy  force  wailing  in  ambush.  Results:  1  NVA  KIA  (BC). 

2.  091000  Mar  68:  BR  339459  D/2/503d  Inf  found  2  VC  KIA, 

killed  by  SA  fire.  Results:  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 

1.  10  Apr  68:  A/l/503d  .'--f  2  companies  (-) ,  l-69th  Armor  re¬ 
acted  to  an  ambush  on  Highway  19  by  5th  Bn  95  B  Regiment.  Air  and  artillery  support¬ 
ed.  Results!  46  NVA  (BC)  and  4  NVA  PW, 

(e)  Terrain  and  Weather! 

2.  Tat-ralni  Relief  was  characterized  by  high  mountains  with 
dense  undergrowth  with  triple  canopy  in  cezlain  areas  throughout  the  AO,  Streams  were 
generally  full  throughout  the  AO  with  the  main  river  flowing  SSU,  with  its  source  in 
the  Northern  portion  of  the  AO,  Cultivated  fields  are  found  throughout  the  AO,  esp¬ 
ecially  around  AN  KHE.  Trails  are  mmmrous  throughout  the  AO  and  were  generally  well 
used.  Because  of  the  vide  area  for  maneuver  and  the  unlimited  staging  areas  available 
to  the  enen^,  he  can  easily  avoid  contact,  engaging  IB  forcea  only  on  hie  own  terms. 
Highway  19  bisecting  the  TAOR  from  the  East  to  th0  Heat,  is  unpaved  but  passable. 
There  are  two  mcnintaln  passes  on  each  side  of  the  AO. 


2.  Hew  then  Generally  the  weather  was  fair  and  warm  with 
temperatures  ranging  from  a  high  of  85  degress  to  a  low  of  60  degrees.  Hinds  were 
from  the  East  at  5-8  knots.  Sky  conditions  were  generally  scattered  clouds  at  2500 
feet  with  some  morning  fog,  clearing  around  0900  hours.  Visibility  was  from  6-7  miles 
during  tae  mld-moming  to  late  afternoon.  Ralnshouers  were  spares  and  normally  began 
in  tbe  late  afternoon  and  teminated  in  the  early  morning  hours. 

(f)  Enemy's  Order  of  Battle;  The  following  Is  a  list  representing 
the  enemy's  order  of  battle: 


UllIT  &  STR 


SUB-UNITS 


LOCATION  WEAFOHS 


407th  Sapper  Bn 
STR:  200 


Ist  Co,  AKA  4l8t, 

K40 

2d  Co,  AKA  42d,  K50 
3d  Co,  AKA  3d,  D60 
4th  Co,  AKA  Uth, 
K70  (82ram  Mortars) 
5th  Co,  AKA  45th, 
K80 


PleUcu  Province  3-8lBn  Mortars 

2- 60iaii  Mortars 

3- 57iaB  RR's 
3-B-40  RL's 

26-AK.47'8 
46-CKC  Carbines 
9-HPD  LMG 
2-Auto  Rifles 


B-15  LF  Bn 

Cl  Co, 

AKA  316 

Plelku  Province  82aiii  Mortars 

STR:  4DO 

C2  Co, 

AKA  317 

60mm  Mortars 

C3  Co, 

AKA  318 

75ani  RR's 

C4  Co, 

AKA  319 

MG,  SMD,  3A 
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4th  Bn  95  B  NVA  Begt 

1st  Co 

Between  An  Khe 

Unknown 

STR;  250 

2d  Co 

4th  Co 

and  the  Hang  Yang 
Pass 

5  th  Bn  95B  NVA  Regt 
STR:  200 

4  Co's 

VC  Valley  (Blnh 
Dinh-Plelku  Prov) 

82mra  Mortars 

124th  Mortar  Co 

SIR:  Unk 

U.nk 

Unk 

4-82mm  Mortars 

P-26  LF  Co 

STR:  87 

Unk 

Southwest  of  AO 
Walker 

Unk 

(4)  One  rat  Inn  BOLLING: 

(  a)  Enemy  Situ.iti.nn  ; 

Pinpoaltloni  Since  1  February  1968,  the  BOLLING  Area  of 
Operatlona  hat  bean  the  site  of  increased  enemy  activity.  The  enemy  does  not  fully 
control  the  area  around  TUY  HOA  City  because  of  the  presence  of  friendly  troops  plus 
an  aggressive  revolutionary  development  program  which  has  reduced  the  bold  by  the 
enemy  on  the  population.  Pecently,  reliable  agents  have  reported  the  following  units 
within  the  fUY  HOA  eree  or  close  enough  to  have  influence  upon  the  BOLLING  Area  of 
Operations.  These  units  are: 


a . 

Hit,  5th  NVA  Division 

(Total  Approximate  Strength;  280C) 

b. 

95tb  NVA  Regiment 

(Total  Approximate  Strength:  900) 

c . 

4th  Battalion  95th  NVA  Regiment 
(Total  Approximate  Strength:  100) 

d. 

[ 

5th  Battalion  95th  NVt.  Regiment 
(Total  Approximate  Strength:  150) 

«. 

6th  Battalion  95th  NVA  Regiment 
(Total  Approximate  Strength:  200) 

1- 

1®  NVA  Regiment 

(Total  Approxiisate  Strength;  905) 

c- 

95th  Artillery  Regiment 

(Total  Approximata  Strength:  150) 

h. 

50tb  Mala  Force  (MP)  Battalion 
(Total  ^proximate  Strength:  200) 

i  1. 

i 

85 tk  Local  Force  (LP)  BsCLaltxw 
(Total  /.pproximate  Strength:  150) 

1^-65  /jiglneer  (Sapper)  Company 
(Total  Approximate  Strength:  80) 


k.  K-76  Engineer  (Sapper)  Company 
(Total  Approximate  Strength:  90) 

2.  Peculiarities  and  Weaknesses  1 

%.  The  supply  system  of  the  enemy  flows  from  west  to  east 
and  can  be  best  Interdicted  on  the  western  edge  of  PHU  YEN  Province. 
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The  Bajor  weakneas  of  the  eneay  is  his  lnablllt7  to 
maintain  contact  due  to  his  marginal  logistics  system, 

jj.  Recent  successes  by  US,  ROK  and  ARVN  troops  (4- 503d 
Infantry)  reflects  the  vulnerability  of  the  NVA  to  psychological  operations.  The 
theme  of  the  psychological  operations  should  be  to  surrender  to  the  ARVN  and  the  dir¬ 
ection  of  surrender  should  be  given  in  the  broadcast/leaflets. 

Enemy  Capabilities; 

Continue  to  build  up  their  units  through  infiltration, 
recruitment  and  conscription.  Recent  reports  indicate  that  the  5th  NVA  Division  has 
received  replacements  and  is  nearing  the  posture  to  launch  offensive  operations. 

Attack  installations  and  friendly  forces  in  northern 
central  RHU  TEN  Province  with  up  to  4  combat  effective  battalions.  These  4  battal¬ 
ions  would  consist  of  the  4th,  5th,  and  6th  Battalions  of  the  95th  NVA  Regiment  and 
the  85th  Local  Force  (LF)  Battalion.  The  30th  Main  Force  (HI')  Battalion  is  not 
believed  to  be  presently  combat  effective.  Attack  in  ce  itral  and  southern  RHU  YEN 
Province  with  the  same  combat  battalions  as  listed;  however,  this  effort  in  south 
PHU  YEN  could  be  reinforced  by  tlie  13B  NVA  Regiment,  This  would  bring  the  strength 
of  the  enemy  force  to  7  combat  battalions. 

Continue  harassment,  terrorist  and  uneoventional  war¬ 
fare  activities  throughout  the  province.  The  pontoon  bii.dgo  at  CQ  201351  is  a  target 
of  particular  interest  as  is  the  large  bridge  across  the  SONG  BA  River  at  THY  HOA. 

4.  Conduct  battalion  sized  attacks  reinforced  by  local 
forces  on  weakly  defended  district  hsadquarters  and  outposts. 

j.  Reinforce  the  TOY  HOA  Valley  area  with  elements  of  the 
Iffi  NVA  Regiment  withlr.  5  days. 


Combat  Efficiency  (PRO  YEN  Province,  AO  BOLLING):  In 
PKU  YEN  Province,  the  RSth  LF  Bn  is  apparently  regrorqjlng  and  attainting  to  rebuild 
lie  combat  effectiveness  for  continuing  operation's  in  TUV  AN  District,  The  heavy 
casualties  inflicted  on  the  11th  (AKA  4th)  end  13th  (AKA  6th^  Bn'a,  95th  NVA  Rest  in 
early  April  1968  by  ARVN/ROK  forces  southwest  of  THY  HOA  City  has  seriously  linalred 
the  combat  effectiveness  of  these  Bn's.  The  12th  Bn.  95th  Regt,  has  remained  out  of 
contact  and  is  believed  to  be  rebuilding  its  combat  potential  in  northwestern  TUY  HOA 
District,  The  loth  MF  Bp  will  probably  continue  to  conduct  limited,  small  scale  har¬ 
assing  operations  in  eastern  HIE0  3CU0NG  District, 

(b)  SummArv  of  One ration I  In  February  Brigade  Headquarters  (-) , 

4th  Sn-503d  Inf,  C  and  D  Btry  3d  Bn-319th  Artillery,  E  Troop,  17th  Cav  and  D  Company 
16th  Armor  participated  in  Operation  BOLLING  through  7  February.  On  7  February  Brigade 
Headquarters  (-)  and  E  Troop  17th  Cav  joined  other  Brigade  Forces  in  Operation 
MACARTHDR.  From  8-29  February  1968  the  4th  Bn  503d  Infantry,  C  and  D  Btry  3d  Bn  319th 
Atrillery  and  D  Company  I6th  Armor  participated  in  Operation  BOLLING  during  which 
they  were  involved  in  47  incidents,  30  of  which  were  friendly  Initiated,  The  Brigade 
line  up  in  Operation  BOLLING  remained  the  same  throughout  the  month  of  Harcb.  The 
largest  contact  on  4  March  was  made  by  D-l6tb  Armor  when  they  smashed  two  enemy  bat¬ 
talions  (5th  Bn  95th  WA  Regt  and  the  85th  VC  Bnl  which  bad  attacked  the  47th  ARVN 
Headquarters  at  T'JY  HOA.  Over  200  enemy  soldiers  were  killed  in  the  combined  JVMAF 
operation. 


(c)  s^pn^f^p.nt  Contacts; 


i.  060315  Feb  68: 

their  perimeter  and  took  them  under  fire. 


CQ  1548  A/4/503  sighted  4  VC  outside  of 
Results:  IVCKIA(BC). 


2.  061145  Feb  68:  CQ  05U92  C/4/503  sighted  and  engaged  1  VC 
wearing  khakis  and  rucksack  moving  NNE.  Results:  1  NVA  KIA  (EC) 
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1.  U0300  Feb  68:  cq  047435  C/4/503  anbuehed  2  VC.  Reavate: 

2  VC  m  (BC). 

041210  Mar  68:  CQ  159471  U-',6th  Anaor  reinforced  the  47th 
ARVN  Regt  in  contaot  with  two  battalions.  Contact  oontlnuwc^  until  041930.  Reaultai 
5  DS  KHA,  16  8S  WHA,  2  US  MHA:  137  NVA  KIA  (BC), 

5.  121100  Mar  68:  CQ  102988  D-16th  Amor  had  one  MU3  hit 

a  mine.  Area  was  searched  and  several  VC  were  engaged.  Results:  4  US  UHA.  2  VC 
KIA  (BC). 

St.  181215  Mar  68:  CQ  045446  A/4/503  observed  10  VC  In  ,\ie 
open.  Artillery,  alrstrlkes,  and  gunahlps  were  called.  Results:  4  VC  KIA  (BC). 

2.  042350  Apr  63:  E/4/503  made  contaot  with  estimated  45  VC/ 
NVA  vie  CQ  046466.  Results:  1  VC/nVA  KIA  (BC), 

8.  06  Apr  68:  A/4/503  fired  on  15  VC  with  weapons.  Results: 

1  VC  KU  (BC). 

2.  072050  Apr  68:  CQ  053393  A/4/503  made  contact  with  8  VC 
while  moving  to  an  ambush  site.  Results:  2  VC  KIA  (BC). 

10.  171334  Apr  68:  C/4/503  sighted  one  NVA  Co  digging  Into 

their  front.  Artillery  and  A/S  called.  Results:  1  NVA  KIA  (BC),  1  AK-47,  1  81mi 
moirtar  CIA, 

11.  171436  Apr  68:  CQ  8844  D-16th  Amor  while  escorting  a  con¬ 
voy  received  CA  from  both  sides  of  the  road,  head  track  destroyed  by  a  mine.  Artillery 
iind  a/s  supported.  Results:  1  US  IVHA,  1  APC  destroyed}  5  VC^WA  "LA  (BC), 

(d)  Tayrnin  and  Weather: 

1.  TaTTain:  The  area  of  Interest  is  located  in  RHQ  IM  Prev- 
inee  and  Is  bounded  by  coordinates  BQ  7000,  BQ  7060,  CQ  lo60  and  CQ  3000,  The  east¬ 
ern  boundary  Is  the  South  China  Sea,  Three-fourths  of  the  area  la  mountanlous  and 
forested.  Most  of  the  remainder  of  the  area  Is  flat  la»d  used  either  for  c\iltlvatlca 
of  rice,  or  other  lowland  crops.  Along  the  coast  there,  are  rolling  bills  and  sand 
dunes  except  where  the  mountain  out  croppings  met  the  sea,.  Since  most  of  the  area 
consists  of  mountaina  and  hills,  there  is  no  drainage  Droblem,  The  major  drainage 
system  Is  formed  by  the  DA  RANG  or  oONG  BA  River  andib  tributaries.  This  rlvsr 
traverses  the  center  of  the  AO  froa  west  to  east,  (BQ  7039  -  CQ  6346) .  The  tribut¬ 
aries  flow  generally  north  -  south  depending  upon  their  location  relative  to  the 
SONG  BA,  The  river  empties  Into  the  South  China  Sea.  Vegtatlon  In  the  plains  area 
is  predomlnently  rice  fields.  Further  Inland,  dense  broadleaf  evergreen  foireat  covers 
the  mountain  ridges  with  canopy  rising  In  excess  of  80  feet.  Inteiprovlnclal  Route 
7B  and  Route  1  are  the  main  lines  of  comaunlcatlon  In  the  area. 

g,  Waafchei-i  The  irnnth  of  November,  December  and  January  are 
months  of  the  Northeast  Monsoon  season  in  the  area  of  operations.  Surface  winds 
during  the  period  will  prevail  from  the  north-northeast.  Wind  speeds  range  up  to  16 
knots.  Winds  gustlng  to  30  knots  may  be  expected  In  the  Imedlata  vicinity  of  thunder¬ 
storms,  along  exposed  locations  during  strong  northeasterly  flow,  and  area  under  the 
influence  of  typhoons  or  tropical  stroma.  Calm  condltlcos  axe  oteerved  most  frsquoitly 
during  night  and  early  morning  hours. 

Precipitation  from  mid-December  to  March  Is  light  to  moderate  showera  that  ooeur 
in  the  moxninga  In  the  area  of  operations.  Periods  of  three  to  five  days  without  rain 
are  comon  during  the  period.  Cloudlnesa  during  the  period  includes  considerable 
cloudiness  in  the  mornings  with  ceilings  below  1000  feet  cowmnn  In  the  expoaad  valleys. 
In  general,  the  afternoons  along  the  coast  are  partly  cloudy  with  most  clouds  above 
2000  feet.  The  major  effect  of  clouds  on  operations  \rlll  ooour  during  the  early  or 
nld-momlng  hours  in  the  exposed  coastal  area.  Ten^ratures  will  range  froa  80  to 
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70  degrees  along  the  coast  and  from  SB  to  6c  degrees  In  the  interior.  Relative 
himldltles  are  high  throughout  the  year.  Mean  monthly  lelatlve  humidities  are  vltb- 
in  the  range  of  70  to  90  percent.  In  the  northeast  monsoon  the  humidity  along  the 
northeast  coast  is  about  91  percent, 

(e)  The  following  is  a  list  representing  the  enemy's  order  of 

battle! 


UNIT  t  STR 

DATE  4  location 

WEAPONS 

5th  NVA  Div  (rwD) 
STR:  Onk 

95th  NVA  Regt 

Unlocated 

N/A 

5th  NVA  Div  (MAIN) 
STR:  2200 

95th  NVA  Regt 
18B  NVA  Regt 
Support  Units 

BQ  877238  (Div  Hq) 
Dec  67 

See  Subordinate  units 

95th  NVA  Rogt 

STR:  675 

4th  Bn 

5th  Bn 

6th  Bn 

95th  Arty  Bn 

BQ  9953 

Apr  68 

6-82mni  Mortars 

60iiim  Mortars 

6-12. Tnn  AAMC's 

75inn  RR's 

B-40  RL's 
K-51  Rifles 
K-56  Rifles 
AK-47  Rifles 
SKS's 

4-50  cal  HMl's 
LMG'a 
6-I>KZ8s 


4th  Bn  95th  Regt 

1st  Co 

CQ  0242 

15-WJ's 

STR:  60 

2d  Co 

Apr  68 

27-AR's 

3d  Co 

6-82rejn  Mortars 

4th  Co 

3-  RR's 

27-B-40  SL'e 

27-T65  (GL) 

5th  Bn  95th  Rogt 

5th  Co 

CQ  0051 

15-MG's 

STR:  150 

6th  Co 

Apr  68 

27-AR'a 

7th  Co 

6-82nm  Mostars 

8th  Co 

*»/ 

3-RR's 

27-B-40  RL's 

27.T65  (BL) 

6th  Bn  95th  Regt 

9th  Co 

CQ  0347 

4-H1945  PC's 

STR:  60 

10th  Co 

Apr  68 

3-75iim  HR's 

nth  Co 

3-82BD  Mortars 

12th  Co 

9_Mj's  (Chlcom) 
27-B-40  RL's 

30th  MF  Bn 

Ist  Co 

CQ  0824 

3-60nDi  Mortars 

STRi  150 

3d  Co 

Apr  68 

4^12,7bb  MS's 

5th  Co 

3-57iii«  RR's 

7th  Co 

2-8-40  RL's 

9th  Co 

Various  Small  Arms 

85th  LF  Bn 

DK-2  Co 

CQ  0461 

81nm  Mortars 

STRL  150 

DK  -4  Co 

Apr  b& 

60dd  Mortars 

DK-6  Co 

57iBm  RR's 

DK-8  Co 

HMQ's 

or  (poss  1st 

30  Cal  PC's 

thru  5th  Co) 

Individual  Weapons 
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K..65  Engr  (Sapper)  Co's  Unk  CQ  0347 

STR:  80  Poas  5  Go's  Apr  68 


K-76  Engr  (Sapper)  Unk  Unk 

STR:  90 


3-BAR' 8 
9-B-40  RL'a 
15-AK_47'8 
24-CKC'b 
75  Kilo  TNT 
Haiul  Grenades 

AK-47'3 

CKC'a 

AR's 

B-40  RL's 
BAR'S 

Ea  pit  baa  20  anti-per  minea 
Co  has  at  least  150  kilo  of  TNT 
at  all  tinea 


377B  LF  Co 

STR:  Unk 

Unk 

Unk 

Unk 

95th  Arty  Bn 

H-U  CO 

EP  8634 

4-120BIB  Mortars 

6^h  Regt 

7th  Co 

Har  68 

4-75inn:  RR’a 

STR:  125 

8th  Co 

20- SMG ' s 

21- AK-47'a 
37-SKS's 

b.  Enemy  personnel  losses  for  the  reporting  period  were  as  follows: 


OPN 

OFN 

OPN 

OPN 

brigade 

BOLLING 

WALKER 

MACARTHUR 

COCHISE 

TOTAL 

nvaAc  KIA  (BC) 

196 

24 

240 

77 

557 

NVaAC  kia  (POSS) 

28 

8 

56 

43 

135 

nva/vc  pw 

16 

2 

9 

11 

38 

Civil  Defendants 

30 

4 

21 

54 

109 

Return eea 

0 

1 

0 

2 

3 

c.  Enemy  equlpment/supplies/lnstallatlon  losses  for  the  reporting 
period  were  as  follows: 

OPH 

OPN 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIGADE 

weapons 

BOLLING 

WALKER 

MACARTHUR 

COCHISE 

TOTAL 

AK-47  rifles 

67 

3 

54 

3 

127 

AK-50  rifles 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

SKS 

2 

6 

10 

9 

27 

Ml  6 

3 

0 

1 

2 

6 

Carbines 

6 

0 

2 

11 

19 

BAR 

0 

0 

3 

2 

5 

Mauser  Rifles 

0 

0 

0 

5 

5 
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15  1 

CPU 

OPK 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIG/vDE 

BOLLING 

WALKER 

KACARTtlUR 

COCHISE 

TOTAL 

M-1  Rinea 

2 

1 

0 

0 

3 

1908  Springfield 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

12  Ga.  Shotgun 

0 

0 

1 

1 

2 

.30  Cal  Rifles 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

7.62  French 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

50  Sub 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

DPM  »« 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

RPD  LMG 

12 

0 

8 

1 

21 

Chlcora  Sm 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

M-2  src 

0 

0 

0 

2 

2 

H-60 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

MAT  49 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

6-40  Rkt  Launcher 

3 

0 

7 

0 

10 

US  UU 

0 

0 

» 

0 

1 

60ram  Hortnrs 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

82rnm  Msrtars 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

57iiim  RR  5 

/Common.  MINES  flnH  EXPLcS 

0 

0 

0 

5 

Small  Arms  Rds 

913 

1265 

14,790 

6974 

19,466 

Hand  Grenades 

41 

tl 

247 

22 

364 

M-79  Rounds 

2 

0 

37 

23 

62 

60mm  ‘tortar  Rds 

2 

10 

55” 

0 

562 

82rara  Mortar  Rds 

0 

36 

48 

52 

136 

bona  Fuzes 

0 

0 

29 

0 

29 

bOrani  Charges 

0 

0 

25 

0 

25 

Firing  Devices 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Satchel  Charges 

n 

108 

3 

0 

111 

122ram  Rkt  Rds 

0 

0 

58 

0 

58 

120  Mtr  Ras 

0 

0 

50 

0 

50 

Hines 

0 

26  2 
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OPN 

OiN 

OPN 

OPN 

BRIGADE 

EOLUNG 

WALKER 

MACARTHUR 

COCHISE 

IgtAL 

Traps 

0 

20 

0 

0 

20 

TNT,  lbs 

0 

0 

50 

0 

50 

B-40  Rkts 

8 

1 

26 

3 

38 

12.7mn  Rds 

0 

0 

36 

0 

3b 

Blasting  Caps 

10 

0 

248 

0 

258 

Bangalore  Torpedoes 

0 

0 

10 

0 

10 

75Bm  Rds 

0 

0 

9 

16 

25 

Concussion  Grenades 

0 

0 

3 

0 

3 

Claymore  Mines 

0 

1 

4 

0 

5 

Fuze  Lighters 

0 

0 

64 

0 

64 

VC  Stick  Grenades 

0 

3 

0 

0 

> 

AU  Magazines 

n 

0 

0 

18 

29 

Det  Cord,  ft. 

50 

0 

0 

0 

50 

Trip  Flares,  boxes 

INSTALLATIONS 

0 

1 

0 

0 

1 

Huts 

11 

L28 

15 

1 

175 

Bunkers 

53 

103 

39 

0 

195 

Tunnels 

3 

13 

3 

0 

19 

AA  Pens 

mi 

0 

0 

2 

0 

2 

Rice,  lbs 

25,460 

2,400 

18,664 

190,  a5 

236,969 

Salt,  lbs 

0 

0 

85i 

0 

85i- 

Grain,  lbs 

MISCKLULNEODB 

0 

100 

2,190 

0 

2,290 

Rucksack 

35 

2 

156 

11 

204 

VH  Plasters 

0 

0 

$1,740 

0 

$1,740 

Web  Belts 

6 

0 

2 

0 

8 

Gae  Mask 

0 

0 

29 

8 

37 

Utensils 

0 

0 

153 

150 

303 

Uniforms 

0 

0 

CONF  1 

8 
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Ponahoa 

OPN 

BOLLING 

3 

OPN 

WALKER 

0 

OPN 

MACARTHUR 

17 

OPN 

COCHISE 

4 

Hannocks 

6 

0 

7 

1 

Helaat 

0 

0 

1 

8 

Clothing,  Iba 

10 

30 

a3 

910 

Plaid  Jacket 

1 

0 

2 

0 

HarIJiiana,  buahe.la 

0 

0 

1 

0 

Tobacco,  lbs 

0 

220 

0 

0 

Rice  Grinding  Machine 

0 

3 

0 

0 

Crosabova 

0 

3 

0 

0 

PuBjl  Stakes 

0 

7000 

0 

0 

Codlne  Pills 

47 

0 

0 

0 

Sandbags 

0 

300 

0 

0 

Canteen 

2 

0 

1 

0 

Medical  Supplies,  lbs 

0 

0 

116 

42 

Batteries 

0 

0 

0 

76 

Documants ,  lbs 

5 

1 

15 

82 

Printing  Press 

0 

o' 

0 

1 

ph:-25 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Entrenching  Tool 

0 

0 

59 

4 

7  I  50  Binoculars 

0 

0 

0 

2 

15  >ta7  196S 

SRIGAIIE 

TOTAL 

29 

U 

9 

1363 

3 

1 

220 

3 

3 

7000 

47 

300 

3 

218 

76 

103 

1 

1 

63 

2 
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4.  Cmnhp.t  Opftrfttionss 

FehninT-v 

In  February  the  1st  Battalion  503d  Infantry  and  A  Battery  3d  Battalion  319th 
Artillery  engaged  in  Operation  MAC ARTHUR  terminated  operations  in  AO  Relief  vhich  had 
been  controlled  by  Task  Force  POVIERHOUSE  at  Caap  Enari  (Pleiku)  and  began  the  movement 
to  Ban  Me  Thout.  As  the  1st  Battalion  503d  Infantry  and  A  Eaftery  3d  Battalion  319th 
Artlllory  withdrew  into  Caop  Enari  for  heliUft  to  Ban  He  Thout  they  were  released 
from  OPCOH  to  TF  POUEHHOUSE  and  assigned  under  the  control  of  Colcnel  Herjry  A.  Berber 
III,  Senior  Advisor,  23d  ARVH  Division  to  reinforce  the  8th  ARVN  Cavalry,  45th  ARVN 
Regiment  and  23d  Ranger  Battalion  in  Ban  Me  Thout.  TF  POrlERHO'JSE  (-)  remained  at  Camp 
Enari  and  prepared  for  future  operatlon^and  the  released  1st  Bn  5C3d  Inf  was  helllifted 
from  Camp  Enari  to  Ban  Me  Thout  over  the  2d,  3d  and  4th  of  Fabruary,  At  0900  on  5 
February  the  2d  Bn  505d  Inf  and  B  Btry  3d  Bn  319th  Arty  were  released  from  the  OPCOH 
2d  Bde,  4th  Inf  Dlv  and  returned  to  the  control  of  TF  POWERHOUSE.  The  2d  Bn  503d  Inf 
then  moved  from  Due  Co  to  Camp  Enari  on  5  &  6  February.  With  the  arrival  of  the  2d 
Bn  5D3d  Inf  end  the  assuntion  of  OPCOH  of  the  2d  -  Ist  Cav,  Task  Force  POWERHOUSE 
commenced  search  and  destroy  operations  in  AO  Julian  on  7  February  with  a  series  of 
Company  size  combat  assaults  and  establishment  of  Fire  Support  Base  "Pat"  (vie  AH98O 
450)  to  contain  E-3-319th  Arty.  D-2-503d  Inf  after  lea-/ing  their  landing  zone  killed 
5  KVA  and  captured  1  PW,  3  AK_47'a,  3  LMl  and  1  E40  RL  in  a  series  of  snail  skirmishes 
throughout  the  afternoon.  On  8  February  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (-)  closed  the 
Brigade  Hi's  area  In  Suoi  Do  (vlo  BR037545)  and  assumed  control  of  the  2d  En  503d  Inf 
from  Task  Force  POWERHOUSE.  E  Troop  17th  Cav  arrived  with  the  Brigade  and  assumed 
the  mission  of  Brigade  security  and  reaction  force.  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde  aj.so 
assumed  control  of  2d  of  Ist  Cav  which  continued  its  road  security  operations  in  the 
Suoi  Do  area.  The  2d  of  lat  Cav  escorted  convoys  on  Highway  14  and  19  between  Kontum 
and  Pleiku  during  daylight. 

From  8  to  14  Feb  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde  (— )  conducted  search  and  destroy 
operations  Ir  AO  Julian  with  aLaost  negative  incidents  except  for  contact  with  on 
occassional  small  hand  of  VC/KVk  and  discovery  of  a  few  small  food  and  amaunition 
caches.  2  -  1st  Cav  and  E  Troop  17th  Cav  escorted  large  tiuck  convoys  between  Hontun 
and  Pleiku  without  trouble  except  for  isolated  nine  incidents  resulting  in  light 
damage. 
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On  15  February  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde  (-)  terminated  operatlojis  in  AO  Julian 
and  commenced  redeployment  by  air  to  Ban  Me  Thout  East  where  the  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  was 
operating.  A,  C  and  D-2-503d  Inf,  B-3-319th  Arty  (-)  and  eloTrents  of  the  173d  Abn 
Bde  Tactical  Opertions  Center  Command  Post  deployed  by  C-130  aircraft  from  Hew  Pleiku 
Airfield  to  Ban  Me  Thout  East.  The  romainer  of  the  Task  Force  closed  Carip  Enari  from 
Suoi  Do  and  the  2d-lst  Cav  was  released  from  the  Brigade's  control,  Wi*h  the  arrival 
of  TF  173d  Ahn  Bde  (-)  at  Ban  Me  Thout  the  lat  Bn  503d  Inf  and  A-3-319tn  Arty  were 
returned  to  Brigade  control?  two  Mobile  Strike  Forces  (under  USSF  Command)  were  placed 
OPCOH  to  TF  173d  Abn  Bde  (-;.  The  Brigade  (-)  then  coumonced  search  and  destroy  ot>- 
erations  south  of  Ban  Me  Thout  with  2  Battalions  of  Infantry,  2  Mobile  Strike  Forces, 

2  batteries  of  105am  (How)  In  support  and  E  Troop  17th  Cav  as  the  Brigade  reaction  and 
security  force.  From  18  to  23  February  the  Brigade  conducted  vigorlous  search  and 
destroy  operations  with  negative  contact  except  for  two  food  cache  discoveries  of  1500 
pounds  of  grain  and  14,500  pounds  of  rice. 

The  Ist  Bn  503d  Inf  was  airlifted  fon  Ban  Me  Thout  ISast  tj  Kontum  City  on  24 
February  by  direction  of  IFFV  due  to  heavy  contacts  the  lat  Bn  22d  Inf  had  been  having 
and  became  OPCOH  to  the  1st  of  22d  Inf,  The  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  continued  search  nnd  de¬ 
story  operations  south  of  Ban  Me  Thout  with  neg aive  contact.  Task  Force  1731  Abn  Ede 
(-)  moved  by  air  from  Ban  Me  Thout  East  to  Camp  Enari  and  assxuned  control  of  the  1st 
Bn  503d  Inf  and  1st  Bn  22d  Inf.  The  2nd  Bn  503d  Inf  terminated  operations  and  xovsd  to 
Ban  Me  Thout  Egst  for  deployiaent  by  all-  to  Kontura.  USSF  Mobile  Strike  Force  i'7  was 
released  to  its  parent  unit.  As  the  month  of  February  closed  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde 
(_)  TAC  CP  operating  from  the  edge  of  Kontum  City  controlled  Task  Force  1- 503d  IuP 
with  A-l-8th  Inf,  E-3-8th  Inf,  two  Cemp  Strike  Forces  and  Task  F'orce  l-22d  Inf  with  a 
Mobile  Strike  Force  and  C-4-42d  Arty.  E-17th  Cav  secured  Kontum  airfield  aiui  one 
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platoon  of  l-69t'n  Amor  provided  FSB  socurity,  A-3-319th  Arty  remained  vdth  the  1st 
Bn  503d  Inf  but  B-3-319th  Arty  was  located  at  Camp  Enari.  The  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  began 
movement  to  An  Khe  to  exchange  places  with  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  as  th-*  Camp  Radoliff 
Quick  Strike  Battalion.  The  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  moved  by  air  to  Kontum  .iirfield.  On  27 
February  E-l-503d  Inf  engaged  an  NVA  platoon  (vie  ZA203V47)  resulting  in  3  US  KHA, 

11  US  nHA,  4  NVA  KIA,  1  RPD,  3  AK-47's  and  1  3KS  captured.  In  mid  afternoon  C-3-8th 
Inf  (OrCON  to  1st  Bn  503d  Irtf)  came  under  mortar  and  SA  fire  for  two  hours  until  con¬ 
tact  was  broken,  10-l-22d  Inf  engaged  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  (vie  AR825950) 
while  searching  a  bu-iker  complex  and  suffered  24  WHA.  A-l-8th  Inf  was  reverted  to 
its  parent  unit  on  21  February.  The  next  day,  28  Februfu-y,  C-3-8th  Inf  was  returned 
to  Its  parent  unit  also.  As  February  closed  the  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde  (-)  pressed 
search  and  destroy  operations  in  the  Kontum  area  making  daily  contact  with  NVA  units. 

In  February  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (-)  continued  Operation  BOLLING  in  Fhu 
Yen  Province  with  the  nieslon  of  finding,  fixing  and  destroying  the  9Sth  NVA  Ropiment.: 
providing  socurity  for  the  civilian  rice  harvest  (in  conjunction  with  the  RCK  28th 
Regiment  and  the  47th  ARVN  Regiment) ;  furnishing  security  for  the  5T/th  Engineer  Bat¬ 
talion  and  173d  Engineer  Company  along  Highway  436,  routes  68  and  2D  as  required  and 
providing  a  rapid  reaction  oonapny.  The  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  in  conjunction  with  the  Camp 
Strike  Force  elements  fomi  the  U33F  Camp  at  Dong  Tre  and  Cung  Son,  and  Task  Force 
Mitchell  (D  Co  16th  Amor  and  E  Troop  17th  Cav)  conducted  search  destroy  operat¬ 
ions  west  of  Tuy  Hoa  and  helped  raop  up  the  after-iath  of  the  NVA  TET  offensive  in  Tuy 
Hoa.  (See  Annex  E  for  report  on  tPT  fighting  in  Operation  BOLLING). 

On  8  February  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (-)  departed  Tuy  Hoa  to  assume  operat¬ 
ional  control  of  the  Brigade's  two  Battalion  Ta.sk  Force  Forces  (TF  POWERHOUSE)  in 
Kontum  Province.  The  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  assumed  control  of  Operation  BOLLING  and  the  re¬ 
maining  Brigade  forces  which  consisted  of  C  and  D  Battery,  3d  Bn  319th  Artillery  and 
D  Company  I6th  Armor.  Elements  of  the  5th  Bn  27th  Artillery  and  C  Battery,  6th  Bn, 

32d  Artillery  provided  general  support  in  the  area  of  operations.  Throughout  the  rest 
of  February  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  continued  search  and  destroy  operations  along 
with  the  Camp  Strike  Force  elements  making  only  light  contact.  Elements  of  the  Slst 
Chemical  Detachment  flew  crop  destruction  missions  in  VC  territory  and  Engineer  troops 
conducted  mine  sweeping  operations.  D  Co  16th  Amor  split  its  platoons  between  fire 
base  security  and  convoy  escorts  to  Vung  Ro  Bay.  On  26  February  the  Brigade  S-5  start¬ 
ed  training  of  17  KIT  CAiRSOH  SCOUTS  (former  NVA/VC)  for  use  in  the  Brigade.  The  eneiCF 
avoided  contact  d’uring  the  month  of  February, 

In  February  the  3d  Battalion  503d  Infantry  continued  to  seetire  the  Camp 
HadcUff/An  Khe  complex,  secure  Highway  19  in  the  Toctical  Area  of  Responsibility, 
conduct  operations  within  the  TAOR  and  to  support  revoluntionary  development  in  the 
Walker  TAOR,  The  3d  Bn  503d  Infantry  conducted  operations  in  AO  WALKER  until  27  Feb¬ 
ruary  when  they  exchanged  places  with  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf;  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  then 
assumed  respons.’bility  for  AO  UAIKER.  The  Brigade  exchanged  Battalions  «gaTn  Tn  March 
when  the  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  repalced  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  and  continued  operations.  The 
Brigade  made  an  effort  to  exchange  infantry  battalions  about  every  month  so  that  each 
battalion  would  have  a  chance  to  utilize  the  Brigade's  rear  area  services  stationed  at 
Camp  Radcliff.  The  173d  Support  Battalion  continued  to  furnish  gusjxls  and  emergency 
provisiorml  companies  for  the  defense  of  Camp  Radcliff.  For  a  closer  break  down  of 
operations  of  the  Quick  Strike  Battalion  see  the  3d  Bn  503d  Infantry's  Combat  After 
Action  Report  (17  January  -  27  February  1968)  attached  as  inclosuro  D. 

The  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  employed  company  size  search  and  destroy  operatloiw,  mul¬ 
tiple  night  ambushes  with  local  Vietnamese  Forces,  security  missions  along  Highway  19 
and  constantly  hold  one  company  as  a  rapid  reaction  force.  Contact  with  enen^  forces 
was  light  during  February  coming  mainly  from  sniper  fire  and  mnAn  ambushes  along  High¬ 
way  19.  On  0400  hours  6  February  Camp  Radcliff  received  approximately  100  rounds  of 
mixed  82mm  and  60rara  mortar  fire  resulting  in  1  US  KHA,  24  WHA  (one  serious)  and  22  air¬ 
craft  damaged.  Enemy  mortar  positions  were  engaged  by  SA,  H-79,  mortar  and  artillery 
fire  with  unknown  results.  On  8  February  rapid  reaction  to  an  aneiQr  ambush  killed  5 
NVA  and  captured  5  weapons.  Camp  Radcliff  was  again  mortared  on  18  February  but  rap¬ 
idly  returned  fire  terminated  the  attack  after  a  dozen  rounds.  Close  coordination  and 
combined  operations  with  Popular  Forces  ware  highly  successful,  stopping  eneoQr  inci¬ 
dents  along  the  southern  Camp  Radcliff  perimeter, 
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Operations  duilog  the  month  of  February  by  the  Brigade  was  supported  ly  on 
cslU  TAC  Sorties  and  60  FAC  Sorties.  Air  Force  fighter  bombers  were  aysllable  90  - 
95it  of  the  time  for  preplanned  air  strikes  and  were  quickly  available  for  Imsdiate 
airstiikes.  Supporting  artllleiy  (3d  Bn  319th  Artillery)  fired  a  total  of  $66  iBlsa> 
ions  and  expended  706i  rounds.  The  Brigade  Aviation  Platoon  (Casper)  supported  all 
operatione.  A  statlr.tlcal  report  of  their  activities  follows: 


UH-1H  w  si:  one  Sortifla  m  oti« 

Resupply . .  60I  230  (i  tons) 

Command  and  C(X>trol  . . .  893  381 

Maintenance  ..................  134  39 

Total  Hours  Flown  . . $81 

Total  Passengers . 780 

OH-TIS  WsHlana  Sort  lea  Hi  aH^  one 

Command  and  Control . .  1300  37$ 

Maintenance  ..................  3M  83 

Total  Hours  Flown  ...........  312 

Total  Passengers . 260 


Grand  Total  Sorties  DE-IH . 1628 

0H-13S . 1609 

Grand  Total  Mlsalans  tnulH .  6$0 

0H_13S . 458 

Total  7.62sia  aamo  expended  . . .  24.000  rouixis 

Operations  during  the  month  of  February  1968  resulted  In  the  following  VC/ 
KVA  and  friendly  casualties: 

VC/MVA  Losses  IE  1^8388 


KIA  (BC)  . 

.  133 

KHA . 

21 

KIA  (Poss)  .... 

.  17 

wha  .......  .  . 

91 

Civil  Defendents  . 

.  42 

MHA . 

1 

Returnees  .... 

.  0 

Hon  battle  dead  .  . 

0 

POH . 

.  10 

Non  battle  injured  . 

15 

During  March  1968  Task  Force  173d  Abn  Bde  (-)  consisting  of  Ist  Bn  $03d  Inf, 
3d  Bn  503d  Inf,  Task  Force  l-22d  Inf,  4th  Inf  Div,  E  Troop  17th  Cav  and  A  4  B  Btry, 

3d  Bn  319tb  Airy  continued  operations  in  the  vlclnty  of  Kontum.  The  let  Bn  503d  Inf 
and  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  consisted  of  four  rifle  coioqjanies  and  HQ  Cq.  Task  Force  l-22d  Inf 
consisted  of  four  organic  rifle  companies  and  an  additional  mobile  strike  company.  E 
Troop  17th  Cav  was  deployed  at  TOE  strength  while  A  4  B  Btry  coiulsted  of  5  guns  each, 
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In  addition  B-6-14th  Arty  aid  C-5-16th  Arty  provided  support  for  the  Task  Force  in 
KontuD.  Searoh  and  destroy  operations  continued  vdth  light  contact  until  3  March 
when  D-l-503d  Inf  engaged  an  unknovn  slie  enei^y  force  in  bunkers  (vie  AR  854976)  at 
1500  hours  in  theaftemoon.  C-l-503d  Inf  moved  north  to  reinforce  D  Company  and  en¬ 
gaged  the  eneiv  In  the  same  vicinity.  A-l-503d  Inf  vfas  hellllfted  from  FSB  2  to  an 
LZ  vie  AH  854976  closing  at  1730;  A  Company  moved  north  to  reinforce  C  4  D  l-503d  Inf 
and  engaged  an  unknown  size  aneniy  force  at  AR  853978  also.  Contact  was  broken  at 
1835  hours.  Contact  resulted  in  7  US  KHA,  2  US  MHA  and  24  US  WHA.  B-3-503d  Inf  had 
also  made  contact  with  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  vie  ZA  135765  and  killed  4  UVA 
while  suffering  3  US  KKA  and  8  US  WHA.  The  next  day  B-3-503d  Inf  found  3  more  NVA 
killed  by  A/S,  Earlier  tliat  morning  (0235  hrs)  C-l-22d  Inf  received  25  incoming  mor¬ 
tar  rounds,  all  of  which  landed  outside  of  their  perimeter.  For  the  next  few  days 
the  three  battslions  kept  three  companies  moving  on  search  and  destroy  operations 
while  providing  fire  base  security  for  supporting  artillery  with  the  4th  company. 
Elements  of  E  Ti-oop  17th  Cav  conducted  sweep  operations.  At  0945,  6  March  E  Troop 
17th  Car,  moving  south  along  Highway  14  made  contact  with  an  eatlMted  NVA  Company 
Vic  ZA  217730.  After  two  hours  contact  appeared  to  have  been  broken  but  when  X  Troop 
made  a  sweep  of  the  contact  area  they  again  came  under  enemy  fire,  this  time  from  the 
vie  of  ZA  219728.  The  Cav  troop  continued  to  press  the  attswjk  throughout  the  after¬ 
noon  and  the  eneiy  withdrew  east.  At  1500  hours  lat  Platoon  B-l-69tb  Armor  became 
OPCON  to  the  173d  Abn  Bde  and  was  sent  to  reinforce  E  Troop  17th  Cav.  The  reinforced 
Cav  Troop  continued  to  push  until  1730  hours  when  they  ran  up  against  eneii^  bunkers 
and  pulled  back  to  call  in  air  and  artlUei-y.  The  sweep  resulted  in  2  US  KHA,  6  US 
WHA,  2  VN  Civ  KHA,  4  NVA  KIA  and  2  NVA  PW's. 

The  next  morning  (7  March)  2-8t.h  Inf  was  released  to  the  OPCON  of  the  173d 
Abn  Bde  and  E  Troop  17th  Cav  was  placed  under  the  2-8th  Inf.  At  1000  hours  A  &  C 
2-8th  Inf,  E  Troop  17th  Cav  and  lat  Platoon  B-l-69th  Armor  conducted  a  sweep  of  the 
6  March  contact  area.  The  sweep  through  the  eneny's  bvinker  area  resulted  in  1  US  WHA, 
17  NVA  KIA,  5  AK-47'b,  4  B-40  rounds,  3  75mn-.  rounds  and  assorted  web  gear.  At  I6OO 
hours  the  sweep  team  returned  to  Highway  I4  and  E  T^-oop  17tb  Cav  was  ralesiaed  back  to 
the  173d  Abn  Bde  end  returned  to  Kontua  airfield.  The  2-3tb  Inf  and  the  1  Platoon, 
B-l-69th  Armor  were  released  to  the  2d  Bde  4th  Inf  Dlv.  The  infantry  battalions  con¬ 
tinued  the  search  and  destroy  mlsslona  with  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  pushing  2  coiqwnleB 
north  along  the  Ta  Krong  Bolak  River. 


h 


Two  coB^anles  made  contact  with  the  NVA  on  8  March;  0-1-5038  Inf  jun5>ed  5 
NVA  Vic  AR  844997  at  1000  hours  and  killed  4  while  capturing  2  AK-47'a.  A-l-503d  Inf 
also  made  a  slight  contact  killing  one  NVA,  Earlier  at  0100  hours  C-3-503d  Inf  and 
B-3-8th  Inf  (vie  ZA  112912)  received  15-20  rounds  of  mortar  fire,  both  companlea  suf¬ 
fered  wounded  of  2  and  24  men  respectively.  Also  during  the  Stb  Headquartere  and 
Headquarters  Company  A  and  C  of  3-8th  Inf  and  A-6-29th  Artillery  marched  overland  from 
Dak  To  to  Kontum.  l-22d  Inf  prepared  to  move  to  a  new  AO  (CP  40)  vie  Fleiku  and  was 
released  from  Operation  Control  of  the  173d  Abn  Bde  being  replaced  by  the  3-8tb  Inf. 
B-6-14th  Arty  and  C-5-l6th  Arty  were  also  withdrawn  from  Brigade  control.  From  9  to 
11  March  the  three  rifle  battalions  and  three  artillery  batteries  Task  Force  under 
the  coomand  of  the  1731  Abn  Bde  (-)  continued  search  and  destroy  missions  making  only 
slight  contact  receiving  occassional  ineffective  mortar  fire  and  encountering  isolated 
land  mines  on  the  highway. 

The  2-8th  Inf  and  A-4-42d  Arty  were  placed  under  the  control  of  the  173d  Abn 
Bde  (-)  at  0100  hours  12  March  to  replace  the  3-8th  Inf  and  A-6-29th  Arty  wblch  re¬ 
verted  to  the  1st  Bde  4th  Inf.  At  0545  hours  FSB  9  came  under  an  attack  of  35  82iiib 
mortar  rounds,  10  B-40  rocket  rounds,  SA  and  AW  fire  resulting  in  1  US  KHA,  5  'S  WHA, 

1  4.2  mortar  destroyed  and  3  4.2  mortar  sites  destroyed.  Contact  was  broken  at  0815 
hours  followed  by  arriva;..  of  C-l-503d  Inf  by  helicopter.  A  sweep  of  the  area  reveal¬ 
ed  one  NVA  KIA  (BC)  and  1  LhC.  C-l-503d  Inf  made  brief  contact  with  the  unknown  size 
enemy  force  again  at  1540  houre.  Just  before  noon  elements  of  the  173d  Engineer  Co 
as  a  separate  convoy  on  route  14  out  of  Pleiku  were  ambushed  from  the  west  (vie  ZA 
194675)  fay  an  unknown  size  enemy  force  resulting  In  1  U6  KHA,  4  HS  WHA,  and  unknown 
eneigy  casualties.  During  early  afternoon  A-l-503d  Inf  found  1  Chicom  radio  and  soos 
documents,  D-l-503d  Inf  found  70  NVA  rucksacks  and  1  SKS  carbine  and  B-3-503d  Inf 
found  350  US  type  6O111B  mortar  shells  vie  ZA  143905.  The  2-8th  Inf  convoy  came  under 
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a  brief  ten  minute  ambush  from  the  east  vie  XA  169838.  The  ambush  was  by  an  estim¬ 
ated  HVA  Conqsany  using  SA,  AU  and  B-40  rockets,  fortunately  with  negative  results. 


D~3-503d  Inf  contacted  an  estimated  UVA  Comapny  at  1015  hours  13  March  vie 
ZA  147943.  The  NVA  troops  employed  60ina  mortars  and  E-40  rockets.  5  ffVA  were  kill¬ 
ed  and  1  US  KHA  while  8  wore  WHA.  B-3-503d  Inf  was  halillfted  to  reinforce  D  Com¬ 
pany  at  1430  hoxars  and  contact  was  broken  at  1600.  Meanwhile  about  1125  hours  D-1- 
503d  Inf  had  also  run  up  against  an  estimated  company  and  oaae  under  heavy  SA  and 
AW  fire  vie  ZB  022004.  A,  B  and  D  l-503d  Inf  moved  to  reinforce  D  Coiqjany  and  also 
came  under  SA  and  AU  fire  from  the  aame  location.  By  mid  afternoon  (1535  hours)  A, 

B  end  D  l-503d  Inf  had  moved  into  position  and  assaulted  the  enemy  bunker  position 
under  heavy  fire.  Contact  was  broken  as  dai+.ness  apnroached  (1745  ho’.,r'  )  ulth  the 
known  results  of  1  WVn  KIA  (BC) ,  5  US  MHA  and  7  US  WhA, 


The  next  morning  D-l-573d  Inf  found  the  5  US  MHA  from  the  13th,  all  were 
dead,  later  in  the  morning  Il-3-503d  Inf  found  1  HVA  body,  1  LMJ,  1  AK-47,  2  SKS 
Carbines,  1  60inn  mortar,  9  grenades  snd  50  rucksacks  in  the  area  of  their  contact 
on  the  13th.  That  afternoon  just  before  1500  hours,  C-l-503d  Inf  encountered  num¬ 
erous  MVA  snipers  in  trees  vie  ZA  048982,  after  a  two  hour  fire  fight  7  NVA  were 
killed  and  1  US  KHA  and  1  paratrooper  was  wounded. 

On  the  morning  of  l6th  March  C-l-503d  Inf  found  35  ^fVA  bodies  vie  ZA  041988 
and  later  killed  one  more  in  a  tunnel.  A-l-503d  uncovered  an  NVA  cache  containing 
23  82Bm  mortar  rounds,  41  82nm  fuzes,  14  hand  grenades  and  580  SA  rounds.  At  1715 
hours  A-l-503d  cams  under  82»in  mortar  and  M-79  fire  from  an  unknown  NVA  force  and 
suffered  10  US  wounded. 


Contact  continued  throughout  the  17th  as  aggressive  paratroopers  pushed  out^ 
continuously  pressing  to  fix  ths  NVA  and  keep  them  off  balance;  the  NVA  countered 
with  mortar  and  harassing  fire.  At  0130  hours  D-3-503d  Inf  observed  rockets  falling 
near  their  position  and  at  the  same  time  had  approximately  50  rounds  of  bOma  nertar 
fire  fall  Just  outatde  their  perimeter.  A  &  D  l-5C3d  Inf  marched  north  northeast 
isovlng  towards  Hill  1064  with  d  Cosipany  in  ths  lead.  Contact  was  made  with  NVA  in 
bunkers  vie  ZB  034010  resulting  in  1  US  KHA  and  2  US  WHA,  Contact  was  broken  at  1745 
hours;  however,  an  hour  later  D  CoiBpsny  rocaived  SA,  AW  and  mortar  flro  vie  ZB  037011 
which  cost  10  IE  VfHA,  B-l-503d  Inf  also  engaged  an  enai^y  force  in  bunkers  at  ZA  038 
991.  At  noon  B  Troop  17th  Cav  found  and  destroyed  fifty  60nm  and  82*  mortar  rounds. 
That  evening  at  1930  hours  B-3-503d  Inf  and  B-3-503d  Inf  were  probed  by  approximately 
40-60  NVA  Tic  ZA  154955  causing  ID  US  WHA,  enemy  easueltles  were  unknown;  artillery 
wae  fired  in  support.  At  about  the  same  tinre  B-l-503d  Inf  night  ambuah  engaged  an 
iinkcovn  size  enesgr  force  and  had  2  paratroopers  wounded. 

A  &  D  l-503d  returned  to  Hill  IO64  and  found  half  a  dozen  NVA  dead  as  well 
as  recovered  7  US  bodies  from  the  earlier  battle.  Earlier  that  morning  at  0400  B  ft 
D  3-5C3d  Inf  received  a  probing  attack  from  the  nertb,  northwest  and  south  vie  ZA 
154955','  the  NVA  reconned  against  the  perimeter  with  SA,  hand  grenades  and  rifle  gren¬ 
ades  woun'dlng  3  US.  £neI^y  casualties  were  uidenown.  Companies  conducting  search  and 
destroy  operations  continuously  engaged  dug  in  I-V’  and  snipers,  countering  with  art¬ 
illery  and  organic  weapons. 

As  contact  Increased  with  NVA  forces  more  troops  poured  into  the  area  and 
everyday  saw  two  or  three  coopany  size  contacts  although  none  of  them  developed  into 
a  decisive  fight.  By  23  March  B  &  D  Co  l-8th  Inf,  A,  B,  C  Cosipenys  and  Scout  Platoon 

2- 8th  Inf,  the  entire  3-8th  Inf  and  four  artillery  u^ts;  A-4-42d  Arty,  C-6-29th  Arty 
and  A-I-92d  Arty  were  operating  in  the  vicinity  of  Kontua  with  the  l-503d  Inf  and 

3- 503d  Inf  and  their  two  artillery  batteries.  In  addition  to  maintaining  pressure  on 
ths  NVA  forces  the  searching  troopers  also  uncovered  eneip  caches  between  20  and  23 
March.  On  the  20th  A-l-503d  Inf  discovered  50  IPOsm  uortar  shells,  24  122nm  rocket 
rounds,  26  122iiim  rocket  warhends  and  ease  unidentified  warheads.  The  next  day  the 
l-503d  Inf  also  found  10  KVA  rucksacks,  several  AK-47'b,  a  LMO,  hand  grenades  and  2 
packets  of  euesp  documents. 

On  the  23d  companies  of  the  .l-5C3d  Inf,  3-503d  Inf,  2-8th  Inf  and  3-8th  Inf 
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ai 1  made  contact  with  KVA  troops.  Units  of  the  3-503d  Inf,  l-8th  Inf  and  2-8th  Inf 
concentrated  their  effort  in  coordinated  attacks  on  enemy  positions  vie  of  Hill  600 
{ZA  153957).  The  enemy  vas  pounded  by  air  and  artillery  throughout  the  day.  Losses 
for  the  fighting  were  light  with  only  1  US  KHA  and  20  US  WHA,  while  6  h’VA  were  kill¬ 
ed  by  body  count.  Enesy  casualties  by  air  and  artillery  were  unknown. 

The  morning  of  the  23d  saw  C-3-503d  Inf  move  from  their  night  laager  site 
to  a  position  east  of  Hill  600  and  then  attacked  west  against  the  bunker  complex  on 
Hill  600,  UlUing  1  MVA  and  finding  27  bunkers  and  3  claymore  mines.  As  C  Company 
pushed  on  west  A-3-503d  Inf  linked  up  with  them  and  they  made  contaot  with  an  un¬ 
known  size  enemy  force  about  HOO  hours  vie  ZA  151960.  The  two  companies  maneuvered 
against  the  enemy  bunkers  and  came  under  heavy  fire  to  Include  B-40  rockets  and  rifle 
grenades.  Contact  was  broken  at  1730  hours  to  allow  A/S  to  hit  the  enemy.  The  para¬ 
troopers  loss  1  killed  and  10  wounded  while  counting  5  KVA  bodies.  C  &  D  3-8th  Inf 
passed  thru  the  complex  finding  3  UVA.  KIA  and  2  rifles;  ss  they  pressed  on  they  suf¬ 
fered  two  wouixied  from  AW  fire.  The  company  then  called  in  A/S  on  a  group  of  NVA 
they  observed  digging  in  vie  VA  937923;  a  sweep  of  the  area  combined  with  A/S  claimed 

18  NVA  XIA.. 

Siimr.i-v  nf  Qparatinn  MACaRTHPR;  During  February  and  March  the  Brigade  res¬ 
ponded  to  several  different  situations  which  developed  during  Operation  MACARTHUR. 

The  first  moTement  was  to  Plslku  in  AO  JULIAN  to  counter  the  threat  of  the  5th  Bn 
95B  Rapt  which  apparently  was  stopped  Intially  when  one  Company  of  the  2-503d  had 
contact  shortly  after  landing  on  the  LZ,  At  the  eame  time  the  2-lst  Cav  on  Highway 

19  made  contact  with  an  ambush  resulting  in  two  companies  of  the  Sth  Hn  being  routed. 
After  that  the  2d  Bn  continued  to  move  to  the  east  to  find  and  fix  the  5th  Bn  but 
thia  never  evolved.  The  lat  Bn  503d  Inf  had  gone  to  Ban  Me  Thout  in  response  to  a 
definite  threat  of  two  enemy  battalions  against  the  city,  ARVN  elements  had  gathered 
in  around  the  city  Itself.  The  Ist  Bn  503d  had  only  one  good  contact  and  they  were 
basically  unable  to  develop  this  contact  because  they  only  had  their  organic  4.2  mor¬ 
tars  and  1  battery  (5  guns)  of  105  howlzters  (supporting)  at  the  time.  Cnee  contact 
was  made  the  enemy  moved  out  of  range  of  the  105's  and  the  1st  Bn  couldn't  pursue. 
When  the  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  moved  to  Ban  Me  Thout  they  made  contaot  with  local  VC  forces 
and  elements  of  the  32d  NVA  Regt  which  successfully  moved  out  of  their  range.  While 
at  Ban  Me  Thout  3  American  prisoners  were  reported  held  by  the  NVA  and  the  Brigade 
almost  ceased  all  offensive  operations  for  three  days  to  pursue  and  free, the  prison¬ 
ers. 


When  the  Brigade  was  called  away  from  Ban  Me  Thout  a  threat  had  developed 
at  Pleiku  again  so  the  Brigade  was  given  orders  to  move  northeast  of  Pleiku  into  an 
area  which  was  the  home  of  high  level  elements  of  both  NVA  and  Front  Mctlvit<«fl;  how¬ 
ever,  before  the  Brigade  could  deploy  it  was  ordered  to  Kontum  where  the  1st  Bn  22d 
Inf  was  in  heavy  contact.  Once  the  Brigade  moved  into  Kontum  with  the  TAC  CP  the 
Brigade  assumed  OPCON  of  the  Ist  Bn  22d  Inf  Bde.  The  2/th  OTA  Rngt.  northeast  of 
Kontum  never  engaged  the  Brigade  without  being  dug  in  and  knowing  that  they  were  co¬ 
vered  with  mortar  fire.  The  first  two  or  three  times  Brigade  units  had  real  trouble 
with  these  contacts  and  took  the  worst  end  of  the  bargain.  The  Brigade  was  Into  a 
real  tough  fight;  the  enemy  soldiers  were  well  trained  and  disciplined. 

In  brief  at  Kontum  the  Brigade  entered  areas  where  nobody  else  had  gone, 
even  the  USSF  at  Foler  Klasg  states  they  had  operated  throughout  the  area  but  when 
pinned  down  they  indicated  they  hutn't  been  in  the  area  of  contact  for  six  or  eight 
months.  The  NVA  positions  were  well  dug  in;  tunr.els,  bunkers,  ect.  The  place  was 
evidently  used  as  a  forward  ba.i6  area  when  they  would  store  L20am  mortars  and  rocket 
warheads.  Altbought  the  Brigade  didn't  stay  and  finish  the  campaign  it  was  a  worth¬ 
while  effort  in  that  the  Brigade  moved  into  these  known  base  camps.  The  NVA  was  a 
tough  opponent.  During  this  crucial  period  the  1st  Bn  503d  Inf  received  over  60  new 
replacements.  S<SBa  troopers  were  killed  after  less  than  a  day  in  combat.  Major 
Gunderson  had  taken  over  command  of  the  l-503d  and  his  baptism  under  fire  was  under 
difficult  circumstances.  At  the  saske  time  the  3d  Bn  503d  Inf  had  been  taken  over  by 
LTC  Fisher  and  both  new  coimanders  were  feeling  their  way  around. 

During  March  Task  Force  5th  Battalion  503d  Infantry  with  C  end  D  Battery  3d 
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Battalion  319th  Artillery,  D  Con^any  l6th  Armor  and  Camp  Strike  force  units  OPCON  to 
the  Task  Force  continued  search  and  destroy  missions  In  AO  BOLLING  (west  of  Tuy  Hoa) . 
Task  Force  elements  maintained  dally  contact  with  VC/UVA  forces  operating  In  the  Tuy 
Hoa  area,  however,  the  enemy  was  almost  always  found  In  small  groups.  The  largest 
enemy  contact  cook  place  on  4  March  when  0-l6th  Armor  was  committed  In  support  of 
units  of  the  47th  AKVN  Regiment  just  north  of  Tuy  Hoa  City  which  had  come  under  at¬ 
tack  early  on  the  morning  of  the  4th  by  the  St.h  Bn  qsth  NVA  Raytirant.,  RAt.h  Local 
Force  VC  Bsttallnn.  2Sth  Reeon  Seprar  Comnanv  and  elements  of  the  17th  Mortar  Recoil-  . 
Teas  mna  Coepanv.  The  NVA  were  dug  in  in  throe  villages  between  Tuy  Hoa  North  Air¬ 
field  and  the  ocean. 

The  47th  ARVN  Regiment  blocked  the  enemy  to  the  south  and  west  while  the  D 
Co  16th  Armor  Company  Cosmiander  pieced  one  platoon  In  full  defilade  to  the  ocean 
side  of  the  last  village  aa  a  blocking  force.  Between  1000  and  1100  hours  the  remain¬ 
ing  two  platoons  of  APC'a  supported  by  F-lOO'a  from  the  308th  Tactical  Fighter  Squad¬ 
ron,  helicopter  gunships  and  ARVN  Infantry  began  their  push  against  the  first  NVA 
held  village  from  the  north.  Enesy  resistance  was  fierce  and  the  attack  was  halted 
momentarily  when  one  AFC  was  knocked  out  and  another  damaged.  The  airborne  armor 
troopers  renewed  the  attack  and  pushed  through  the  village  killing  many  NVA  and  VC. 

As  the  afternoon  continued  the  armored  AFC's  cleared  the  second  village  with  maaaed 
.50  caliber  fire  and  air  support.  The  continuous  pressure  on  the  NVA/VC  caused  many 
of  the  enemy  tc  try  and  flee  across  the  open  rice  paddles  covered  by  the  Interlocking 
.50  clalber  lOachlne  guns  of  the  blocking  force  platoon  and  they  inflicted  heavy  cas¬ 
ualties  on  all  escape  attempts  with  their  massed  fire. 

The  attack  continued  Into  the  third  village  where  the  fighting  became  especi¬ 
ally  fierce  as  the  APC'a  approached  the  enemy  CP.  The  withdrawal  of  the  supporting 
ARVN  Infantry  as  the  APC'a  closed  on  the  enemy  allowed  the  NVA/VC  to  work  close  to 
the  AFC's  with  anti  tank  weapons  from  prepared  positions.  After  several  of  the  attack¬ 
ing  APC'a  took  direct  6-40  Rocket  and  RecoiUess  Rifle  hits,  the  lack  of  supporting 
Infantry  and  rapidly  approaching  darkness  forced  the  armor  to  withdraw  but  not  until 
they  had  recovered  their  wounded  and  deetrcyed  all  damaged  equlomect. 

D-16th  Armor  was  credited  with  137  KVA  KIa  (BC)  during  the  action.  D  Company 
losses  wore  7  killed,  21  woxmded  and  3  missing  (burned  beyond  recognition  when  their 
gasoline  powered  APC  exploded),  ROK  and  ARVN  units  completed  the  mop  up  of  the  battle¬ 
field  the  next  day. 

LKP  teams  were  utillced  during  the  month  for  recon,  sui^eillance  and  screening 
missions.  They  made  contact  with  small  bonds  of  NVA/VC  almost  every  mission.  D 
Coi^any  16th  Armor  escorted  convoys  between  An  Ehe  and  Phu  Hlep  and  Fbu  Hiep  and  Vung 
Bo  Bay  for  the  most  of  March.  The  only  aggressive  action  by  enemy  forces  besides 
their  major  effort  on  4  March  was  a  12  to  20  round  60nm  mortar  attack  on  FSB  16  27 
March  which  caused  negative  casualties. 

Only  light  contact  was  made  throughout  the  month  of  March  In  AO  WALKER. 

Ihirlng  the  first  of  the  month  LRP  teams  made  eeveral  contacts  'jid  were  supported  by 
air  and  artillery  before  being  extracted.  The  NVA/VC  continuet  to  erect  occasional 
hasty  road  blocks  and  conduct  small  ambushes  along  Highway  19.  Checkpoint  along  the 
road  from  An  Khe  to  the  Hong  Tang  Pass  were  harrassed  by  random  sniper  fire.  Light 
movement  was  constantly  spotted  around  the  Comp  Rsdeliff  perimeter  and  engaged  with 
small  arms  fire,  usually  with  unknown  results. 

Operations  during  the  month  of  March  were  supported  by  on  call  TAG  Sorties 
and  dally  FaC  Sorties.  Air  Force  fighter  bombers  were  on  call  for  immediate  response 
end  pre-planned  air  strikes  were  approved  90  -  95%  of  the  time.  Air  Force  support 
remained  excellent.  Supporting  artillery  (3d  En  319tb  Artillery)  fired  a  total  of 
1760  missions  and  expended  25,544  rounds.  The  Brigade  Aviation  Platoon  (Casper)  sup¬ 
ported  all  operations,  A  statistical  report  of  their  activities  follows; 
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Mlaglnns 

126  (5  tons) 


Cowaand  aod  Control 


Maintenance 


Total  Hours  Flown.  ........  725 

Total  Passengers . 1013 


Sorties 


Mtaalniia 


Comand  and  Control 


Maintenance 


Total  Hours  Flown . .  .  125 

Total  Passengers  .........  95 

Grand  Total  Sorties  UH-lH  .  .  .  .1338 

0H.13S  ....  236 
Grand  Total  Missions  UH..1H  ,  .  .  .  511 
0fl.l3S  ...  100 

Total  7,62im  ammo  expended . . . .  23,456  rooMds 

Operations  during  the  month  of  March  1968  resulted  in  the  following  VC/HVA 
and  frieodly  casxuiltleB: 

vc/HYA  Losses  gg  lonaafl 


KU  (BC) . 

,  .306 

KUA . 

•  65 

KU  (PoBs) . 

.  .  69 

WHA . 

.224 

Civil  Defendents  .  . 

.  .  10 

HHA . 

•  4 

Pet\imees . 

.  1 

Non  Battle  Dead  .  .  . 

.  0 

POW . 

.  10 

Non  Battle  Injured  . 

.  5 

The  end  of  March  saw  toe  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (~)  move  from  the  Kontum  area 
of  operations  to  the  Bong  Son  plains  area  to  replace  the  3d  Brigade,  4th  Infantry  Divi¬ 
sion.  The  Brigade  began  opera ulons  with  four  infantry  battallonu  under  its  control, 
the  2d  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf,  3d  Bn  503d  Aon  Inf,  1st  Bn  50th  Mach  Inf  and  1st  Bn  14tb  Inf, 
two  coi^Mnies  of  the  1st  Bn  69th  Armor  were  under  the  Brigades  Operational  Control. 
Troop  B  17th  Cav  »nd  D  Co  I6th  Amor  (-) ,  B  and  C  Btry  3d  Bn  3i9th  Artillery  remained 
under  Brigade  control.  In  addition  the  41st  Artillery  Group  provided  genei^  support 
with  the  7th  of  the  13th  Artillery,  7th  of  the  15th  Artillery  and  the  6th  of  84th  Art¬ 
illery  providing  general  support  reinforcing  fives.  The  4lst  ARVN  Regiment  also  o^ 
erated  in  conjunction  with  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (-).  On  1  April  the  Brlgcde  (-) 
also  aasumed  operational  of  Task  Force  4th  Bn  503d  Abn  Inf  engaged  In  Operation 
BOLLUC  In  Pbu  Ian  Province. 
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Upon  aasuning  control  of  the  AO  the  Brigade  began  a  vlgoroua  series  of  Recon¬ 
naissance  In  Force  operations  conblnlng  combat  assaults  by  helicopters,  mchaalied 
infantry  sveopa,  foot  partols  and  cordon  and  search  operations.  Contact  was  light 
but  continuousjon  5  April,  the  tempo  picked  up  when  C  Cuopany  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  found  a 
small  VC  hospital  and  captiired  6  NVA/^  POW'g  and  20  lbs  of  Bedical  supplies.  B  Cois- 
pany  2d  Bn  503d  Inf  found  8  NVA  bodies  and  B-1-50  Inf  found  3  NVA  bodies  on  the  saos 
day.  The  1st  Be  Uth  Inf  departed  tZ  English  for  Pbu  Cat  ABE  7  April  1968  and  left 
Brigade  control.  Small  contacts  continued  with  the  Brigade  contiimously  pushing  out 
and  expariding  lie  area  of  control.  The  eneqy  employed  mines  and  booby^trapa  result¬ 
ing  in  several  dauged  AFC's  and  some  killed  and  wounded  over  e  periodaweeka .  A  Long 
Range  Petrol  Team  ebserved  34  NVA  early  on  the  morning  of  1  April  and  adjusted  art¬ 
illery  fire  on  then  with  unknown  results,  they  later  made  co.  ‘act  with  an  eetlnated 
eneny  squad  and  called  artillery  on  them  until  they  were  eitrt  ted  by  helicopter. 

The  searching  battalions  uncovered  enemy  base  campa  end  cava  conplaxs  recently  occu¬ 
pied  and  abandoned  by  eneiiqr  units  of  conpany  else  strength.  Numerous  enemy  graves 
were  also  fourid  containing  two  to  three  bodies  and  abandoned  eneny  weapons  were 
captured. 

The  three  battalion  task  force  continued  reconnaissance  Ic  force  mlBSious 
la  an  effort  to  locate  the  avoiding  enemy  ard  several  long  range  patrols  mvre  kept 
ranging  In  the  operational  area  to  locate  the  elusive  NVA/VC,  The  eneny  fought  back 
with  mines,  booby  traps  and  occasional  mortar  attacks;  FSB  ILLINI,  the  CP  of  the  2- 
503d  Im  (BR  768663) ,  received  nine  mortar  rounds  at  0030  hours  on  the  morning  of  the 
15th  wounding  four  men,  latsr  in  the  nomlng  IZ  EngUeh's  perimeter  was  bit  by  5  to 
6  mortar  rounds  causing  negative  damage.  Minor  damage  and  80a»  US  wounded  continued 
to  be  caused  by  M113's  and  K-60  tanks  hitting  mines.  All  units  c  iplaced  nlfht  am¬ 
bushes  out.  .l-50th  Inf  joined  with  Popular  Forces,  and  ARVN  units  In  company  size 
cordon  and* search  mlssluns.  LRF  patrols  spotted  smell  groups  of  eneny  soldiers  and 
cal.ed  artillery  fire  on  them. 

As  thq  3  Infantry  battallcna  and  E-17th  Cav  contl-med  to  conduct  multi  con- 
pei\y  roconnalssanoe  in  Force  operations  in  effort  to  fix  elements  of  the  3d  NVA  Divi¬ 
sion.  contacts  began  to  step  up.  On  tbs  17th  C-2-503d  Inf  engaged  a  small  group  of 
VC  killing  one,  capturing  one  seriously  wounded  and  also  capturing  5  weapons.  The 
dying  ROW  said  hla  unit,  the  osth  Bn  2d  VC  Regt.  3rd  NVA  Ply  was  south  of  the  contact 
point  and  one  of  the  fleeing  VC  had  been  his  political  officer.  C-l»50th  Inf  at  1125 
hours  occup.'  sd  a  village  and  uncovered  7  tons  of  rice,  villagers  said  three  VC  com¬ 
panies  had  Just  departed  to  the  west  half  an  hour  before.  Long  Range  Patrols  called 
helicopter  and  artillery  fire  on  four  different  sightings  of  eneny  troops  resulting 
in  11  eneny  KIA  (Poss).  The  next  day  three  companies  of  the  2-503d  Inf  and  Camp  Strike 
Force  Company  made  light  contact  and  captured  an  eneny  prlnjiing  press  and  documents. 
E-17th  Cav  had  a  106  HR  Jeep  destroyed  by  a  mine,  killing  one  US  trooper  and  wounding 
three.  On  the  19th  the  2-503<i  Inf  uncovered  in  addition  to  many  other  pieces  of  NVA/ 

VC  equipment  80  lbs  of  documents  some  of  which  were  marked  Top  Secret.  These  docu¬ 
ments  were  evacuated.  Light  contact  continued  to  bo  made  by  the  advancing  paratroopers 
and  mechanized  Infantry,  usually  kl illng  1  or  2  of  an  eneny  party,  capturing  food  and 
small  arms.  LRP  team  called  an  artillery  Time  on  Target  Mission  on  34+  NVA  and  re¬ 
ported  screaming  and  yelling  in  the  target  area,  also  two  secondary  explosions. 

The  2-503d  Inf  u.k  overod  7  reels  of  16w>  aovio  film  (propaganda  and  entertain- 
iiie.it)  among  other  material  as  they  searched  an  area  of  thr  former  headquarters  of  the 
3d  y/A  Dlvlalon.  On  the  24th  a  CSF  ambush  initiated  contact  with  an  estimated  NVA  Co 
(vie  BR  625703).  Contact  wiis  broken  immediately  resulting  in  one  CSF  wounded  and  3 
NVA  killed.  The  fleeing  NVA  abondoned  10  120iibi  rda,  12  82imn  rds,  22  6O11111  rds.  7  anti 
tank  mines,  30  B-40  rockets,  500  12.7mm  rds  and  5000  SA  rounds.  The  Brigade  (->  con¬ 
tinued  multi  company  reconnaissance  in  force  operations  as  well  as  combined  cordon 
and  search  operations  with  elements  of  the  4l8t  ARVN  Regiment. 

On  the  26tb  A-3-503d  Inf  heard  and  observed  200-300  NVA  moving  south  through 
a  valley  (vie  AR  738760).  An  artillery  Tims  on  Target  HIsbIod  was  fired  with  unknown 
results,  Spooky  (C-47  aircraft  with  mini  guns)  came  on  s+ation  an  hour  later  and  ex¬ 
pended  Its  araraunition  in  the  area  with  unknown  results.  A  uearch  of  the  area  revealed 
a  small  amount  of  abandoned  equipment.  Several  contacts  developed  during  the  day  by 
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the  3-503d  Inf  reaultlsg  In  9  NYA  KIA  and  1  alao  amall  arms  and  82am  moirtar 

conpononta  were  captured.  The  2- 503d  and  3-503d  Inf  coni  nuad  to  find  30  to  ^0  bunk¬ 
er  size  enemy  base  camps  and  amall  food  caches.  l-50th  Inf  continued  aearchlng  vill¬ 
ages,  uncovering  4  to  5  ton  rice  caches,  and  detaining  suspects  who  were  found  to  run 
the  range  between  VC,  VC  faraar  Aaaoelatlon  nnwbarsp  Civil  Oefendenta  to  AWOL  AfiVh 
soldiers. 


As  the  month  of  April  ended  the  tompo  of  combined  operations  with  allied 
farces  Increased.  Ccopany  size  paratrooper  units  worked  in  conjunction  with  Republic 
of  Korea  forces  and  units  of  the  22d  Arn^r  of  the  Republic  of  Vietnam  Division.  Both 
the  2d  and  3d  Battalions  continued  to  uncover  fresh  eneqy  camps  and  fortified  posit¬ 
ions.  When  contact  was  made  with  sne:^  troops  they  fled  quickly  to  avoid  contact 
usually  only  losing  one  to  two  lesn.  The  1-50  Meohanlzed  Infantry  alao  discovered  a 
battalion  size  tunnel  cocqilax  with  7^  tons  of  lioe.  The  3d  Bn  503d  made  contact  with 
email  groups  of  eneiqy  solders  wandering  around  In  the  woods.  Apparently  these  were 
aenbers  of  the  large  group  of  raplacaaents  hit  by  the  time  on  target  fire  adjusted 
by  the  3d  Bn  on  the  26th,  PU  reports  indicated  this  replacement  unit  entered  SVN  on 
16  April  (after  only  four  weeks  of  infantry  training  and  no  political  training)  and 
had  been  broken  up  and  dlsperaed  by  the  ertlUei-y  fire. 

In  mid  April  the  Brigade  orsgnlzed,.  equlped,  and  trained  three  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  Advisor  teams.  Each  five  man  team  consist  of  one  infantry  lieutenant,  one 
Infantry  HCO,  one  Infantry,  engineer  and  medical  enlisted  man.  The  teams  ha /a  the 
mission  of  providing  traind^  Regional  Force  Cosqoaniea  and  Popular  Force  Platoons 
in  the  districts  of  Hoai  An,  Hoal  Ifhon  and  Phu  )(y. 

Each  advlaor  team  upon  the  conpletlon  of  its  training  is  placed  under  the 
senior  district  advisor. .  In  addition,  coordination  with  the  South  Vietnamese  Prov¬ 
ince  and  district  chief  was  made  to  gain  their  approval  for  the  program.  The  Advisor 
teams  will  function  along  the  lines  of  the  MACV  Combined  Mobile  Inspection  and  Train¬ 
ing  teams.  Subjects  taught  are  those  recommanded  in  the  MACV  Program  of  Instruction. 

The  three  goals  of  teams  are  to  izgMuve  the  basic  military  skills  of  tba  HP/ 
PP  forces  their  knowledge  and  use  of  their  own  weapons  and  equipment;  and 

Install  a  sense  of  airborne  spirit  Into  the  local  forces.  The  training  cycle  covers 
eleven  days  for  a  Regional  Force  Company  and  five  days  for  a  Popular  Force  Platoon, 
Ha:djmim  emphasis  will  be  placed  on  leaming  by  doing  rather  then  formal  instruction, 
on  the  Job  training  while  actually  conducting  patrols  or  ambushes.  Limited  MEDCAP3 
are  conducted  within  the  renge  of  basic  first  aid.  The  entire  program  envclrse  6  RF 
Conpsnles  and  30  PP  Platoons  in  Hoai  Hhon,  3  RF  Coapanles  and  14  PF  Platoons  in  Hoal 
An  snd  7  HF  Companies  and  27  PF  Platoons  in  Fbu  My, 

Additional  artillery  support  was  provided  by  naval  gunfire  from  tbe  five  Inch 
^8  of  such  Destroyers  as  the  OSS  Fletcher,  OSS  John  A.  Bole  and  OSS  Whit*  River 
(ISMR)  which  patrol ;  just  off  the  coast.  Naval  gunfire  liaison  was  provided  by  sub 
unit  one.  First  ANGLICO  made  up  of  OS  Navy  and  Marine  personnel. 

The  39th  Scout  Dog  Platoon  supported  the  Brigade  during  April  with  540  Scout 
Dog  Missions  in  Bong  Son  AO,  120  misaions  in  Tuy  Boa  AO  and  60  missions  In  the  An  Khe 
area.  During  these  720  Scout  Dog  Missions  9  early  warnings  were  made,  5  of  t)fflD  call¬ 
ed  by  Sgt  Woodruff  the  handler  of  the  Dog  "Syre",  end  in  each  instance  the  early  warn¬ 
ing  prevented  an  ambush.  Sgt  Woodruff  operated  with  B  Co  3d  3n  5C3d  Abn  Inf.  Ssg 
Buchanon  and  his  dog  "Budda*  prevented  an  ambush  when  working  with  D  Co  3d  Bn  503d  Abn 
Inf. 


arnmurv  of  Operation  COCHISE;  The  Brigade  had  been  looking  for  a  home  for  a 
long  time  and  General  Schweiter  had  been  most  active  In  trying  to  bring  the  Brigade 
together.  The  opportunity  presented  itself  as  General  Schweiter  left  and  Genmnl  Allen 
assumed  command.  It  was  decided  by  the  First  Field  Force  that  the  Brigade  would  take 
over  Binh  Dlnh,  Phu  Yen  and  Phy  Bon  Provinces  In  the  areas  of  Operations  WAUffiR, 

BOLLING  and  COCHISE,  Blnh  Dlnh  Province  area  was  to  have  two  battalions  of  the  503d 
Infantry,  Walker  one  battalion  and  Bolling  one  battalion.  The  Brigade  headquartera 
was  to  operate  out  of  LZ  English  near  Bong  Son  with  the  2d  ajid  3d  Battalions  503d 
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Infantry  and  the  let  of  the  50th  (Meoh)  Infantry  attached  to  the  Brigade.  The  l-69th 
Amor  Battalion  was  also  OPCON  to  the  Brigade.  Tth  Brigade  took  orer  from  3d  Bi^gade 
4th  Infantry  DlrlBlon  which  had  not  been  Tsry  aotire,  staying  mainly  to  the  roads 
vhioh  was  the  primary  mission.  They  didn’t  go  out  Into  the  so  c^lad  ei^pi^  safe  areas 
or  Into  the  mountains;  they  didn't  go  out  to  where  everyone  BayB'*’Charlle  Is  hiding. 
General  Allen's  ooneept  when  the  Brigade  first  aurived  was  to  enter  these  safe  eneay 
havens.  The  2d  Battalion  Imaediately  went  into  the  Tiger  Moxmtain  and  the  1st  Batta¬ 
lion  50th  Infantry  went  into  the  Nui  Mien  Mountains.  The  3d  Battalion  moved  into  the 
norttem  part  of  the  sector.  Their  mission  was  to  move  out  away  from  the  base  camps 
and  try  and  find  if  the  enemy  was  there. 

The  Brigade  Commander  decided  to  oegln  an  operation  to  capture  the  3d  MVA 
Dlvlalow  Cnmandar  and  eliminate  the  3d  HYA  Division  as  a  threat.  Operation  Velvet 
Kasswr  oame  from  this.  It  was  a  combined  operation  with  the  ARVN's  furnishing  at 
least  one  battsilion.  As  much  artillery,  air  and  naval  gunfire  airport  as  possible 
was  provided.  The  plan  was  to  seal  off  the  Vinh  Thanh  Mountain  areas  and  move  in 
from  sU  aides  and  orusb  the  3d  KVA  Division.  The  eneiy^'a  22d  Regiment  and  2d  Rasl- 
were  operating  in  the  erea.  The  mission  was  to  try  to  fix  them  and  destroy  them 
thus  t.»irTng  pressure  off  ths  Bong  Son,  Fbu  area.  At  ths  same  time  the  Brigade  mount¬ 
ed  this  mission  they  were  also  tasked  wi  th  other  mlselona.  The  Brigade  has  to  keep 
the  roads  open;  it  takas  a  good  bit  of  coi^t  power  to  watch  the  bridges,  open  the 
road  and  close  the  road  with  mine  sweep  teams,  continuous  surveillance  over  possible 
ambush  sites  and  maintain  reaction  forces  to  move  anywhere  in  three  provinces.  These 
commltBenta  tie  down  ».  lot  of  combat  troops.  The  l-^lWs  assigned  the  mission  of 
the  roads  which  took  away  this  highly  nobila  and  fine  force  which  has  a  tremendous 
amount  of  firs  power  and  immobilised  them.  Velvet  Hammer  became  an  interesting  oper¬ 
ation  during  Phase  I.  The  Brigade  had  planned  to  Isolate  one  small  hlU  mass  east  of 
the  Su  Loi  River  Valley.  The  paratroopers  successful  pinched  this  piece  off  and  would 
have  probably  been  successful  and  captured  the  eneiy  Bn  but  IMO  days  before  the  opera¬ 
tion  started  a  155  artiUeiy  battalion  came  ill  and  for  three  solid  days  fired  into 
the  area.  When  the  Brigade  got  in  the  eneiqr  had  moved  out.  The  Brigade  searched  out 
that  area  for  a  couple  of  days.  Then  it  committed  part  of  Ist  Bn  on  the  east  edge  of 
Walker  AO  into  Cochise  AO  to  woik  In  towards  the  east  with  a  platoofi  of  tanks  from 
the  l-6^h  Aniwr  and  CIDG  forces  from  the  Vlnh  Thanh  LLI»  Camp,  The  2d  and  3d  Bn  503d 
Inf  were  to  push  from  separate  directloo  towards  the  center  of  the  Vlnh  Tbahh  Mountain 
area  along  the  Oregon  Trail  (local  name  for  a  high  speed  trail  running  through  the 
Bts].  One  Bn  of  tbs  41st  ARTO  was  to  b«  employed  also  In  this  thrust.  The  operation 
was  about  10  to  12  days  of  very  little  contact  primarily  because  the  enemy  unite  in 
this  ax«a  don't  want  to  fight  and  avoided  any  contact,  especially  with  US  Forces, 
they  have  done  ao  successufUy  since  the  Brigade  has  been  in  the  area.  Aiqytlme  the 
Brigade  has  a  contact,  its  of  Abort  duration.  Ths  Brigade  has  not  evea  run  Into  maiy 
mortars  in  an  aroa  where  there  should  be  a  lot  of  mortaring.  In  any  ease  which  should 
have  caches,  there  are  no  caches,  and  where  the  imemy  should  have  the  capability  to 
dig  in  and  fi^t  but  t'ney  won't  do  this.  The  Brigade  just  searched  out  the  Vinh  Thanh 
Mountains  and  did  a  good  job.  However,  the  enei^  may  still  be  in  there  because  it 
would  take  three  times  as  many  troops  as  the  Brigade  has  to  really  search  the  area 
out.  Operation  Velvet  Hammer  closed  out  quietly. 

The  Brigade  then  moved  LTC  Homish's  2d  ^n  503d  Inf  to  the  east  in  the  vsUot 
area  where  information  indicated  a  threat  to  key  targets  in  the  District  HQ,  Route 
a  co<q)le  of  training  areas  amd  successful  RR  Hamlets.  The  3d  Bn  was  oriented  towards 
the  north  near  the  He  Tay  Special  Forces  Caqi  to  tty  and  cut  off  Inflltratloiv/exfilt- 
ratlon  routes  back  into  the  Vlnh  Thanh  Mt  area.  The  enai^  has  successfully  avoided 
contact  with  the  Brigade  and  there  are  certain  reasons.  One  reason  is  that  this  Is 
one  of  the  three  main  harvest  seasons,  ths  sne^  has  broken  into  small  groups  and  are 
dew  in  the  valley  helping  to  harvest  the  rice  and  getting  their  share.  Th^  are  mov¬ 
ing  In  email  groups  and  scouting  parties. 

The  Brigade  is  operating  with  a  great  deal  of  frustration  la  that  everybody 
vents  to  find  fix  and  destroy  Charlie  -  but  Charlie  remains  elusive  and  its  bad  for  the 
morale  of  the  troops  and  the  officers.  The  Brigade  although  working  with  a  young  nd 
inexperienced  staff  la  trying  new  and  old  ideas.  One  current  method  is  the  Bush  Master 
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progran,  a  series  of  da?  and  night  ambushes  along  knoun  Infiltration  and  exfiltration 
routes.  The  Brigade  is  breaking  down  into  platoon  size  elements  since  if  Charlie  is 
going  to  move  in  small  size  groups  the  Brigade  will  put  out  small  size  ambushes  to 
atop  him  from  mo7ing  his  rice  or  whatever  he  wants  to  do.  li  looks  to  be  a  long  eud 
difficult  campaign  in  the  present  area  of  operation  since  the  enen^  doesn’t  reallv 
have  that  man;’  forces  In  the  area  and  you're  not  going  to  find  the  enemy  in  large 
grot^.  Be  is  going  to  have  to  be  reduced  a  little  at  a  tine.  Many  problems  in  Prov- 
inoe  control  need  to  he  solved  in  the  future;  such  as  how  much  rice  do  you  take  from 
a  Tillage  and  when.  Present  district  policy  is  you  leave  X  number  kilo's  of  rice  for 
each  person  in  the  village  and  take  the  rest  to  the  district,  this  is  not  working  out 
▼ery  well  at  all.  The  Brigade  is  also  conducting  combined  operations  with  ARVN  el«- 
inants  and  this  idea  Is  working  fairly  well.  The  Brigade  has  started  Advisor  Teams  to 
work  with  RT/PF  units  In  an  effort  to  increase  their  efficency. 

ARVN  troops  are  also  imoorporated  in  the  Brigade  hRP  teams  and  ARVN  IRP  teams 
ore  also  being  trained.  The  Brigade  is  doing  everything  possible  to  enchance  the 
prestige  of  the  ARVN.  soldier  and  ARVN  leaders  in  order  to  give  them  credit  for  what 
takes  place  so  ira  can  gradually  withdraw. 

The  4th  Battalion  503d  Airborne  Infantry  and  Conqsany  D  (-)  16th  Armor  conti¬ 
nued  operations  in  Area  of  Operations  BOLING.  Contact  was  light  during  the  month 
with  the  enemy  more  Intent  on  resupply  and  exercising  naxinum  effort  to  avoid  contact 
with  American  units.  On  5  April  Company  B  4>-503d  ambushed  a  15  man  NVA  food  carrying 
jjarty  killing  one.  The  company  also  captured  30  children  age  12  years  to  16  years 
who  ware  engaged  In  food  carrying  operations  in  support  of  a  VC  Bn.  Elements  of  the 
47th  ARVN  Regiment  made  heavy  contact  with  2  NVA  Bn's  at  Ma  Hoa  Village  (vie  CQ  095 
430)  in  Tuy  Hoa  Valley  just  off  Highway  7B  above  the  Song  Dai  Giang  River.  D  Co  (-) 
16tb  Armored  stood  by  in  a  supporting  role.  The  enemy  forces  continued  to  avoid  con¬ 
tact  through  ndd  April  whan  C  Company  4th  Bn  503d  Inf  made  contact  with  an  estimated 
NVA/VC  Comapny  on  the  17th,  airstrikes  and  artillery  supported.  One  enemy  body  was 
found  and  1  AK-47  and  1  Slmm  mortar  were  captured.  Using  Kit  Carson  Scouts  (former 
NVA  soldiers  hired  sad  trained  by  ths  Briga^  S5)  C  Company  uncovered  an  enemy  base 
oauq)  under  construction.  A  and  C  Coim>any  continued  searching  the.  area  on  the  19th 
and  uncorared  more  enemy  dead  from  the  17th.  Light  contact  occured  during  the  day 
resulting  in  half  a  dozen  enei;y  killed  and  weapons  captured.  The  reconnaissance  In 
Force  Hlsslons  continued  with  small  discoveries  of  enemy  ammunition  and  food.  A  Cod- 
peay  chasing  a  single  VC  in  the  vie  of  BQ  991573  located  several  huts,  a  classroom 
and  hospital  area  along  Vlth  a  small  amount  of  enemy  eqipaient.  All  was  destroyed. 

Wltn  the  continued  asslstahce  of  the  Kit  Carson  Scouts  A  Coi^any  located  another  enea;y 
company  .slse  area  complete  with  building  material  on  the  25th.  Both  A  and  C  CoimMnies 
found  evldenee  during  the  remalner  of  the  month  that  the  VC/NVA  were  fleeing  before 
them.  The  searching  paratroopers  killed  several  stragglers  sad  took  two  prisoners  but 
tbs  main  ensi^  forces  extorted  their  main  effort  to  avoid  contact  with  Lieutenant 
Colonel  David  L.  Buckner's  4th  Battalion  503d  Airborne  Infantry. 

The  1st  Bn  503d  Infantiy  under  the  cemnnd  of  Major  Raymond  E.  Gunderson  oos- 
tinuad  to  perform  Its  assigned  mlsalons  in  the  Camp  Radcliff/Walker  area  of  operations. 
The  Quick  Strike  Battalion  (temporary  designation  of  the  Infantry  Bn  located  at  Camp 
Radcliff)  mission  continued  to  be  the  responsibility  for  tbs  defense  of  Cbi^>  Radcliff 
with  three  Provisional  Caig>anieB  drawn  from  each  of  the  major  tenant  units  located  at 
Camp  Radcliff  in  An  Khs:  173d  Airborne  Support  Bn,  rear  elements  of  tbs  1st  Carvalry 
Dirlslon  and  elements  of  the  Qul  Nhon  area  coimiand.  The  1st  Bn  also  mans  the  Camp 
Taotieal  Operations  Center  and  keeps  a  one  company  reaction  force  standing  by  for  any 
emergency  in  AO  Walker.  Two  companies  conducted  reconnoissance  in  force  ulsslons  in 
AO  Wa3jcsr  and  up  until  06OO  hours  10  April  the  1st  Bu  also  bad  the  security  of  High¬ 
way  19  betweeu  checkpoints  18  (west  of  the  An  Khe  pass)  and  checkpoint  27  (east  of 
Man  Tang  Pass) .  The  seeuilty  of  Highway  19  required  the  resources  of  one  Infantry 
eompaay  to  occiqy  cbeekpoints  and  aecure  bridgaa  along  the  route.  On  10  April  the 
Int  Bn  6^h  Armor  (under  tbs  operational  control  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  from 
the  4th  Infantry  Division)  became  responsible  for  the  highway  security  mission.  The 
let  Bn  503d  Infantry  vas  still  required  to  place  one  infantry -ccDpany  under  the  con¬ 
trol  of  the  let  Bn  69th  Armor  to  maintain  security  of  the  checkpoihts  and  bridge  sites. 
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Matawhil*  intelJ loanee  aourcas  had  Indlcatad  that  Hlghvaj  19  would  ba  aabuabad  bx  a 
Bn  of  the  9Sth  B  MTA  Raglnant.  In  preparatloo  tha  1st  Bn  503d  Infantry  and  lat  Bn 
69th  Amor  ware  elartad»  In  close  coordination  with  tha  let  Bn  £9th  Armor  Major 
Guederaan  made  plana  to  allov  tha  NVA  to  attaiq>t  to  execute  their  aabuah  and  then 
react  with  all  forcea  and  fire  power  arailahle.  The  anbuah  was  triggered  by  a  pat¬ 
rolling  BOD  teen  which  apotted  and  started  to  disarm  an  une]q>loded  105  round.  The 
NVA  prematurely  executed  their  ambush  and  set  off  a  comaand  mine.  The  waiting  US 
forces  reacted  Immediately  A  Company  let  Bn  503d  Inf  and  2  coopanlea  (ialnua)(2 
platoons  per  company)  of  the  let  Bn  69th  Amor  swept  the  area  in  the  riclnlty  of  the 
exploded  mine.  They  ancoimter  nuineroiis  groups  of  NVA  soldiers  attempting  to  withdraw 
to  the  North.  The  NVA  countered  with  mortar  fire  against  Fire  Support  Base  Schuller 
and  checkpoint  25  but  Anarlean  artillery,  helicopter  gunshlps,  TAC  fighter  bombers 
and  elements  of  B  Troop  7th  of  the  ITth  CaT  came  in  to  support  the  contact.  The  5th 
Bn  95th  B  NVA  Regiment  fled  north  leaving  46  dead  and  4  prlatmeis  behind. 

On  14  April  two  full  rifle  companies  and  one  cospany  (-)  deployed  from  the 
edge  of  AO  Walker  into  AO  Cochise  to  paitlcipate  in  Operation  Velvet  Hasner  with  the 
ndaslon  of  conducting  reconnaissance  in  force  and  providing  security  for  Operation 
Scrape,  which  consisted  of  three  boll  dozers  which  were  trying  to  make  a  passable 
rocul  out  of  the  Oregon  Trail.  (The  Oregon  Trail  is  the  scenic  nama  given  to  a  boulder 
and  rock  infested  high  speed  trail  which  runs  from  near  the  Vinh  Thanh  LUE  Cai^)  over 
the  Binta  Dlnh  Mountains) .  The  paratroopera  made  only  very  light  contact  and  encount¬ 
ered  aoM  enemgr  booby  traps.  Due  to  preparation  for  the  suspected  and  highly  touted 
NVA/VC  2d  general  offensive  project  Scrape  was  scrapped  and  the  troops  returned  to 
AO  Walker  on  30  April, 

Indications  are  the  eneigr  will  start  another  phase  of  bis  offVnslvs  whlcK  will 
probably  affect  AO  Walker  in  the  following  manner:  Short  but  sharp  mortar  attacks 
■gainst  Caap  Radcliff;  Increased  harassment  of  Highway  19  and  ground  attacks  against 
Isolated  outpost.  Re^oning  behind  these  courses  of  action  are:  Tbs  enragr's  open 
statements  that  this  la  what  he's  going  to  do  and  an  increased  effort  to  insure  a 
better  bargaining  position  for  the  proposed  peace  talks. 

Operations  during  the  month  of  April  were  supported  by  on  call  and  preplanned 
TAC  Sorties  and  dally  FAC  Sorties,  Supporting  artillery  (3d  Bn  319th  Artillery)  fired 
a  total  of  1818  missions  and  expended  15,591  rounds.  Excellent  aviation  sv^port  for 
the  Brigade  during  i^srll  cane  from  LTC  Hurlon  C.  Englanda  10th  Aviation  Bn,  In  tbs 
Bong  Son  area  the  61st  Aviation  Coepany  furnished  12  slicks  (UB-IB)  and  5  gunshlps 
dally  to  the  Brigade  while  the  196th  Aviatioa  Company  also  provided  direct  svqspcrt  to 
the  paratroopers  with  6  hooks  (CH-47).  In  An  Ehe  the  134th  Aviation  Company  provldsd 
direct  support  with  4  slicks  and  2  gunshlps,  while  the  IMth  Avlitlon  Cospanr  siq>port- 
ed  operatlona  in  Tigr  Hoa  with  2  hooks.  The  Brigade  Aviation  Platoon  (CasperJ  a:q:port- 
ed  all  operations,  A  statistical  report  of  their  actlvltlee  follows: 


mUlH  NHeaTorm  Sortlas  r.aT  ons 

Resupply . .  255  60  (4  tjua) 

Cemnsand  and  Control .  241  125 

Maintenance  . . .  23  12 

Total  Hours  Flown . 710 

Total  Fassengsrs  ........  269 

o.B-6i  aUaUm  Sortlea  MTssTnns 


Comaand,  Rec<xi  and  Control  .  198  53 

Maintenance . .  15  4 


Total  Hours  Flown  .  . 126 

Total  Passengers  .......  15 
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Grand  Total  Sortlea  TOL-iH . 519 

0H-6A . 213 

Grand  Total  Mlaalona  tlH-lB  .....  197 

0H_6A .  57 

Total  7.62ias  anmo  expended  . . .  50,427  roonda 

Operationa  during  the  month  of  April  1968  resulted  In  the  follovlng  VC/  NVA 
and  friendly  casualties: 

VC/KVA  LoBawa  PS  Loaaea 


KU  (BC) . 

.  .  140 

KlU . 

ID 

KIA  (Foss)  . 

.  .  49 

WHA . 

83 

Civil  Defendents  .  . 

.  .  57 

MHA . 

1 

Returnees  . 

.  ..  3 

Non  Battle  Dead  .  . 

5 

FOW . 

,  ..  18 

Non  Battle  Injured. 

27 
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5.  Trid.nl  ng) 

a.  During  the  reporting  period  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  continued  to 
conduct  Jungle  warfare  training  of  newly  arrived  replacements.  In  the  past  three 
months  the  Brigade  Jungle  School  has  had  the  extra  responsibility  of  training  re- 
plaoementa  for  a  newly  attached  battalion  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  The  Jungle 
aehcol  his  ccntlnued  to  stress  to  personnel  how  Important  the  care  and  maintenance 
of  the  H-16  rifle  Is  and  now  Included  in  the  training  schedule  for  each  class  is 
the  care  and  toalntenance  of  the  M-16  rifle.  These  weapons  maintenance  classea  are 
held  after  noinal  classea  are  over  and  are  eupervlsied  by  Jungle  school  cadre.  Also 
added  since  the  last  reporting  period  Is  a  visit  from  the  Chaplain  who  bolds  sei^ 
vices  for  the  newly  arrived  personnel.  A  brealcdown  of  personnel  trained  by  month 
follows) 


(1)  fefaruaty  .......  5  Officers  .  238  Enlisted  Hen 

and  an  additional  161  enlisted  men  frcxs  other  units. 

(2)  March . 16  Officers  .......  761  Enlisted  Hen 

and  an  additional  13  enlisted  men  from  other  units. 

(3I  April . .  .42  Officers . 831  Enlisted  Men 

e>»H  an  addlticual  27  enlisted  men  from  other  unite. 

b.  Lieutenant  Harry  H.  Hillman  took  over  as  commandant  of  the  Brigade's 
Jungle  School  on  5  March  1968, 

c.  Depending  upon  the  number  of  personnel  In  each  class,  the  weekly  field 
operation  Includes  an  airmobile  assault. 
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(1)  Clrlo  Actional 

(a)  hOiCCAPi  1,838  (Phu  Xen  and  Blnh  Olnh  Province) 

(b)  16,380  pounde  of  captured  rice  returned  to  GVN  oontrol. 


In  Tujr  Hoa  City. 


(c)  15  rolls  of  concertina  wire  donated  to  Christian  Hlsalooary 


(2)  Construction:  Repaired  1  bridge  and  upgraded  four  Idioms'  are 
of  road  and  also  blasted  channel  for  waterway. 

(3)  Psychological  Operations:  A  total  of  400,000  leaflets  were  dropped 
In  the  Brigade  AO  during  the  month  and  approxlisately  80  minutes  of  Psychological 
Operation  tapes  were  played  in  conjunction  with  the  leaflet  drops. 

b.  MaT-ch: 

(1)  Foychologlcal  Operations: 

(a)  9,890,000  leaflets  were  dropped  in  Brigade  AO. 


(b)  3  hours  and  40  minutes  of  loudspeaker  tapes. 


c.  AdtHi 

(1)  Clrlc  Actional 

(a)  KLOCAPi  2627  patients  treated 

(t)  Food:  7,500  Iba 

(c)  Clothing:  525  lbs 

(d)  Lumber:  24,000  Bd  Ft 

(e)  Agriculture  tools:  20  sbovels,  picks,  etc. 

(f)  School  Kits:  500 

(g)  Capt’ored  rice  distributed)  74  tons 

(2)  Psychological  Operations: 

(a)  10,702,500  leaflets  were  dropped  In  AO. 

(b)  147  loudspeaker  sdsslons  flown  totaling  50  hours  and  30  min, 

(c)  Four  quick  reaction  sdaslons  were  conducted  this  month.  The 
173d  Airborne  Brigade  Is  created  with  2  Hoi  Cfaanb's  that  rallied  to  maneuwer  bat¬ 
talions  within  the  AO. 

7.  Logistics;  During  tbs  reporting  period,  the  Brigade's  logistical  capabil¬ 
ities  havs  been  required  to  be  continuously  split  three  ways  and  furnish  logistical 
to  tbs  OAK  TO/KCKTW  area,  AH  KHE  area,  TUX  HOA  area  and  lator  In  the  BONG 
SODG  area  of  operations.  The  logistical  posture  continues  to  reiuln  excellent. 
Tactical  operations  were  supported  by  air  and  land  lines  of  supply.  A  logistical 
smBary  by  classes  of  supply  Is  furnished  by  month  In  Inclosure  3. 


CONF lOENTIAL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVB1>3C/»U)  15  May  1968 

SUBJECT)  Operational  Report  Icseona  Learned 

8.  Feraonnel  and  Adadnistralloni 

a.  Generali  The  B.-..gade  peraonnel  posture  is  good  at  this  'ime  with  line 
battaUone  only  short  an  average  of  10  per  battalion.  Over-all  the  Brigade  is 
over  181  £Mj  however,  certain  ‘IDS  skills  are  snort  due  to  the  Brigade  being  over  in 
HOS  tiB's.  The  shortages  arei 


MQS 

TITLE 

auth 

SHORT 

1 1CIP 

Inf  Indirect  Fire  Crewman 

263 

114 

149 

12A1P 

Pioneer 

40 

29 

11 

13B2“ 

Field  Artixlery  Crewman 

71 

58 

13 

36K2’ 

Field  Wiraman 

171 

130 

41 

43S2> 

Parachute  Rigger 

TO 

49 

21 

62B2' 

Engineer  Equipment  Repairman 

15 

8 

7 

62E2F 

Construction  Machine  Operator 

25 

10 

15 

71B3P 

Clerk  Tjpiat 

38 

12 

26 

76A1P 

Supply  Man 

52 

28 

24 

76P5P 

Stock  Control  &  Acct  Spec 

41 

26 

15 

76T3P 

Unit  a  Org  Supply 

JH 

_J2 

_ia 

total 

813 

481 

332 

Casualty  fill  action  is  good  tnough  licated.  rills  are  made  from  an  airborne 
replacement  pool  that  is  maintained  at  22a  Replacemoit  Battalion  and  90th  Replaee- 
moit  Battalion.  The  infusion  problem  at  this  time  is  limited  to  the  1st  Bn,  50Ui 
Inf  iHech),  that  was  attacned  to  the  Brigade  on  5  kpril  1968.  Action  has  been 
taken  to  infuse  approxiir,ately  200  personnel.  Headquarters  BSARV  is  controlling 
this  infusion  program. 

b.  Personnel 

(  l)  Brigade  Casualti-  S'. 

Battlg  Ca?ualUv?  Non-Battle  Casualties 


kha 

t«r<  A 

.ii;. 

IIIL 

ihJURa) 

February 

22 

92 

1 

0 

15 

March 

68 

231 

4 

0 

0 

April 

_S2 

I 

1 

total 

100 

412 

6 

5 

43 

(2)  Brigade  Strength: 
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AUTHORIi^g)  AND  ASSIGWH)  STRHJGTH 


15  hay  1968 


AU1HORIZH3  ABG  1  FEB  68  ASC  10  APR  68 


OFF 

V£ 

Si 

AOG 

OFF 

M 

ACG 

QFl 

1£ 

Si 

ACG 

Assigned  Units' 

333 

33 

5581 

5747 

315 

43 

4897 

5255 

350 

39 

5199 

5588 

Attached  Units^ 

37 

1 

900 

93d 

13 

2 

40 

55 

31 

2 

815 

848 

Aggregate 

370 

34 

0281 

6685 

328 

45 

4937 

53'0 

381 

41 

6014 

6436 

GAlhS  AhD  LuSbES  Bf  hUNTH 

FIBRUARI  1968 

march  1968 

APfOL  1968 

OFF 

VC 

Si 

AGG 

OFF 

OFF 

Si 

ACG 

Gain  8^ 

19 

2 

189 

210 

46 

4 

741 

791 

118 

4 

1951 

2073 

Lo85es4 

31 

1 

583 

615 

41 

3 

628 

672 

43 

4 

446 

493 

net 

-12 

+  1 

-394 

-405 

+5 

1-1 

+  113 

+  119 

+75 

0 

+  1505 

+  1580 

'During  the  reported  period  the  assigned  units  authorized  strength  increased. 
The  increase  was  due  to  the  74th  InT  Det  CLHP)  being  activated  and  assigned  as  of 
5  Feb  196b  with  an  authorized  strenth  of  2  Officers  and  59  hi*;  75th  Inf  Let  (CBT 
Tracker)  being  activated  and  assigned  as  of  27  Feb  1968  w*th  an  authorized  strength 
of  lo  rH}  the  1st,  2d  and  4th  Bns,  503d  Inf  ware  reorganized  as  of  2  /^r  1968  under 
the  'T"  series  rCTOE  with  an  authorized  strength  increase  of  6  Officers  and  121  3i. 
The  3d  Bn,  503  Inf  was  reorganized  as  of  2  Apr  1968  under  the  "T"  series  KIOE  with 
ah  authorized  strength  increase  of  7  Officers  and  104  The  3d  fti,  319th  Arty 
was  authorized  an  increased  straigth  of  5  Officers  and  11  BH  as  of  23  Mar  1966, 

The  172d  vJ  Det  being  changed  from  attached  to  assigned  on  1  Feb  1968  with  authorized 
strength  of  9  Officers,  2- Wj,  21  ihj  the  Sist  Chem  Det  beir.g  changed  ftom  attached 
to  assigned  on  1  Feb  1968  with  an  authorized  strength  of  1  Officer  and  4  Qlj  th*  24th 
Mil  Hist  Det  being  changed  froia  attached  to  assigned  on  1  Feb  1966  with  an  authorized 
strength  of  1  Officer  and  1  EH;  the  45th  APU  being  changed  from  attached  to  asaigned 
the  45th  APU  being  changed  from  attached  to  assigned  on  1  Feb  1968  with  an  authorized 
strength  of  1  Officer  and  8  liM. 


^During  the  reported  period  the  attached  units  authorized  strength  had  an  over^ 
all  increase.  The  attached  units  authorized  strength  decreased  due  to  the  change 
m  status  of  the  172d  i-J  Det,  the  5 1st  (hem  Det,  the  24th  Mil  Hist  Det,  and  the  45th 
APU  mentioned  in  1  above.  The  attached  units  authorized  straigth  increased  due  to 
the  1st  Bn,  50th  Inf  iMech)  with  an  authorized  strength  of  37  Officers,  1  WO  and 
881  liM  being  attached  as  of  6  APr  196B  and  the  54th  Inf  Det  (Gs)  with  an  authorized 
strength  of  19  £M  being  attached  as  of  7  Mar  1968.  The  overall  Increase  of  attached 
straigth  was  25  Officers  and  866  S4,  with  a  decrease  of  1  WD. 

^Hepresoits  all  assigned  gains  to  Include  both  xn-oountry  and  out-comtry  and 
the  attachment  of  the  Ist  &t,  50tb  Inf  (Hedt). 

^Represents  all  assigned  losses  to  include  DEHOS,  ETS,  in-country  reassigntaoit, 
deceased  members,  and  out-country  HBSEVAC. 


( 3)  Key  Personnel  Logsea  and  Galrifl!  Key  personnel  losses  and  gains, 
to  Include  principal  heads  of  staff  sections,  special  staff  sections,  and  battalion 
ooimanders  wore: 
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OAltJS 

‘■laj  So«iCB  -  dde  Avn  Off 


HaJ  Johnson  -  Bde  hngr  Off  MaJ  Anderson  -  Bde  Fin  Off 

HaJ  &alow  -  Bde  Slg  Off  MaJ  Sharbwr  -  Aaat  Bde  S3 

MaJ  Brewer  -  Bde  PlU  Off  MaJ  Goeteke  -  Bde  Malnt  Off 

Maj  Bdwarda  -  Bde  Fin  Off 

MaJ  Schvaneveldt  -  Bde  Sup  Off 

Maj  Claaker  -  Bde  MalnC  Off 

Maj  Guindcn  -  00^  5l3t  Qieo  Out 

(a)  Awarde  and  Leoorationa:  There  were  a  total  of  2,1S8  awards  for 
valor  and  meritorious  service  during  the  reporting  period,  A  brsakdoMt  follows. 


APPICVH)  AWARDS  AKD  DEOORaTIONS 

February  March  April 


Distinguished  Service  Croas 

4 

3 

0 

Silver  Star 

27 

32 

1 

Legion  of  Merit 

3 

1 

2 

Dlatingulshed  Flying  Cross 

1 

0 

0 

Bronte  Star  Medal  (Valor) 

76 

88 

159 

Bronze  Star  Medal  (Merit/ Achievement) 

104 

152 

260 

Air  Medal  (Valor) 

0 

0 

0 

Air  Medal  V  Service) 

10 

26 

65 

Soldiers  Medal 

6 

3 

0 

Army  Comendation  Medal  (Valor) 

42 

20 

80 

Aroy  Comsendatlon  Medal  (Herit/Achievanoit) 

101 

119 

208 

Purple  Heart 

-2 

166 

m 

total 

413 

610 

1,165 

c.  Plsglpllne.  Law  and  Order 

(1)  The  discipline  In  the  Brigade  has  been  excellent  during  the  re- 
portirg  period.  No  stragglers  were  reported. 

(2)  During  thle  quarter  there  were  4  General  Court  MartlalB«  49  %>eeial 
Court  Mertlals,  8  Sunnary  Court  Martlale  and  36O  Article  15* a. 

(3)  Aaslstcnce  from  the  Brigade  10  wae  readily  available  throughout 
the  reporting  period. 
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(4)  There  were  332  Legal  Assistance  Cases  processed  during  the  quarter. 

d.  Devalopement  and  rialntenance  of  Horalel 

(1}  riorale  within  the  Brigade  reoiained  excellent  due  to  increased 
and  Imprcved  services  and  facilities. 

(2)  Finance!  The  Brigade  Finance  Section  (Cosfiany  "A",  Admlnlstratlun) 
continued  to  provide  financial  support  throughout  the  r^orting  period.  Newljr  ar¬ 
rived  replacements  were  made  aware  of  the  Soldiers  Saving  Progran  and  the  various 
allotments  available  to  them  through  orientation  and  vaiious  newsletters. 

(3)  Chaplain!  During  the  reporting  period  there  were  797  religious 
services  conducted  ^ali  faiths  with  a  total  attendance  of  16i922). 

e.  Admini  at  rati  ve  Services : 

(  1)  Postal  Services: 

( aJ  Postal  service  was  good  with  inoomlng  mall  being  received  on 

29  out  of  30  da/a.  The  average  days  in  transmission  of  mall  from  San  Fraadsoo  to 
actual  recipient  at  field  Locations  were  7  da/s.  Outgoing  mall  was  dispatched  on 

30  out  of  30  da/s.  Tneverage  da/s  in  transidsalon  of  mail  from  sender  to  the  APO 
in  Ssn  Francisco  were  3  da/s. 

(  b)  Mail  processed  (pounds). 

J.,  Received  -  57,818  lbs  -  Daily  average  -  1,927  lbs. 

2.  Dispatched  -  32,92?  lbs  -  Daily  average  -  1,097  lbs. 

(c)  Total  amount  of  money  orders  sold  -  $262,492.18, 

(d)  Total  amount  of  stamps  sold  -  $6,212.00. 

(2)  Special  Services  Activities:  The  Special  Services  program  is  at 
present  under  ejpansion  with  8  St  R  being  the  big  attraction  during  the  month  of 
April. 

(a)  Number  of  Movies  -  112 
ib)  Number  of  TV  Series  -  18 

(  c)  Number  of  Film  Accounts  -  (Approved  &  Active)  -  11 
(d)  Welfare  Fund:  An  Khe  Central  Post  Find  -  ILT  Caudle, 

Custodian 

(  e)  USO  Snows  -  (3)  Fess  Parker  Handshake  Tour;  RFD  Hollywood 
Show  (Country  6  Western) ;  The  Peter  Leeds  Show 

(f)  Number  of  In-Country  R  &  R  and  Out-Of-Country  R  &R  alloca¬ 
tions  available: 


L.  Vung  Tau  -  36^ 

2.  Out-of- Country:  (Feb,  Mar  &  /^r)  =  1,365 

3.  Break  out  by  month  of  April  only: 
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AUTHORIZH) 

HAWAU 

96 

96 

hong  KONG 

42 

42 

AUSTRALIA 

38 

37 

PENANG 

20 

20 

SINGAPORE 

19 

19 

BANGKOK 

73 

73 

TAIPEI 

52 

52 

TOKIO 

28 

28 

KUALA  UlpyUR 

7 

7 

MANILA 

_2 

Ji 

total 

384 

383 

15  May  19« 


(g)  Reading  Material  Distributed  by  Number:  (April  only) 
1.  Magazines  -  500 

Paperback  Books  -  832 
Amy  Timos  -  13D0 
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9,  Chemical  Operational  The  51 at  Chemical  Detachment  of  the  173d  Airborne 
Brigade  provided  chemical  aupport  on  a  standby  baals  whenever  requeated  hy  elements 
of  the  Brigade.  The  following  missions  were  accomplished: 


a.  Herbicide  Missionsi 


MS& 

HETHfifi 

AfihA 

TARGET 

SORTIES 

AMOPKT 

14  Feb  68 

UB-1 

QL  19 

Ambush  Sites 

2 

80  Gal 

18  Feb  68 

Agavenco 

Bq  8064  BQ  8068 
BQ  8184  Bq  8168 
Eq  7969 

Rice 

110  Gal 

24  Feb  68 

Hand  Sprayer 

QL  19 

Check  Points 

10  Cal 

17  Feb  68 

Hend  Spreyer 

qb  19 

Check  Points 

30  Gal 

23  Apr  68 

0-123 

Tiger  Mountain 

1 

UNK 

b.  Flame  Throwers: 

(1)  On  24  March  1968,  3/503  Infantry  encountered  bunker  positions  on 
Hill  600,  vie  ZA  151  958.  A  flamethrower  was  used  to  destroy  the  two  bunker  posi¬ 
tions,  resulting  in  two  eneny  KIA. 


(2)  On  25  March  1968,  the  flamethrower  was  again  used  resulting  in 
one  bunker  destroyed  and  two  enemy  KIA, 


c.  Riot  Control  Agent  CS: 

(1)  On  30  January  1968,  0  Company,  4th  Battalion  503d  Infantry  used  tbs 
Tactical  CS  Launcher  £-3  in  the  combat  assault  against  a  well  emplaced  enemy  at  Tqy 
Hua  North,  Phu  Yen  Province,  RVN.  D  Caspany  bad  placed  five  £-8’s  ranging  frtai  50 
to  200  meters  from  the  target  area.  A  good  cloud  of  CS  was  achieved  for  20  seconds 
which  penuitted  the  troops  to  advance  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  objective.  30  eneiqr 
fled  the  village  and  gunahlps  followed  resulting  in  30  KIA.  Due  to  lapse  conditions 
1  to  2  minutes  after  the  attack,  the  eneay  had  recovered  sufficiently  to  begin  firing 
again. 


(2)  A  0^1  (micro- piilverised)  bag  drop  was  flown  on  8  Februsry  1968 
using  a  UH-1  helicopter.  100  8  pound  bags  were  dropped  on  a  bunker  complex  (vie 
9850).  The  objective  of  the  drop  was  to  restrict  the  use  of  these  bunkers  to  the 
enemy. 


(3)  Eight  E-S  CS  launchers  were  positioned  around  the  perimeter  at 
Comp  Kodcllff,  An  Khe. 

(4)  The  51st  Chemical  Detachment  supported  D/16tb  Armor  with  two  Hlty 
Kites  and  CS  hand  grenades  to  flush  a  tunnel  complex  vie  Cii  066  454. 

(5)  On  2  April  1968  bulk  CS  (mlcropulverised)  was  used  in  a  tunnel 
denial  and  destruction  mlssioh  vie  BR  779  937.  The  entrances  were  cloeed  after  seed¬ 
ing  the  tunnels. 

(6)  On  20  April  1968  four  £-158*8  were  used  to  deny  caves  and  crevices 
to  the  enemT-  vie  BR  752  651.  This  was  followed  up  the  next  day  by  25  eight  poimd 
bags  of  CS  which  were  dropped  from  an  altitude  of  1700  feet.  These  were  dropped  on 
the  location  of  a  major  base  comp. 

(7)  On  26  April  1968  four  B-158's  wore  dropped  on  a  suspected  daytime 
hiding  poslUon  of  VC  vie  BR  900  786. 
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(8)  On  29  April  1968  ten  B-158's  were  employed  in  support  of  the  3rd 
Battalion,  503d  Infantry  around  Hill  342  in  Hoai  An  District,  Binh  Dlnh  Province, 

The  &-158'a  were  dropped  from  2000  feet  and  set  for  an  altitude  of  burst  of  1500 
feet.  The  CS  cloud  covered  approximately  300  meters  and  gave  good  coverage  of  the 
target  prior  to  lifting, 

(9)  On  30  April  1968  the  51 st  Chemical  Detachment  made  a  CS  bag  drop 
vie  BR  696  083  to  BR  696  071,  fifty  8  pound  bags  with  blasting  caps  wore  dropped  on 
a  major  eneiy  base  camp  and  way  station  to  deny  the  terrain  to  the  enemy. 

d.  Personnel  Detector  Program: 


(1)  One  MPD  and  >  operator  mere  at  An  Kha  at  the  beginning  of  February 
1968  to  support  the  3/503d  Infantry  in  Operation  DAZZUM. 

(2)  One  MPD  supported  the  4/503d  Infantry  in  Operation  BOLLIKG  at 

Fbu  Kiep. 

(3)  On  7  February  1968  the  APD  and  one  MPD  were  sent  with  the  Brigade 
to  PleiJcu  to  support  the  l/503d  Infantry  and  2/503d  Infantry. 

(4)  The  APD  and  MPD  were  used  to  support  the  l/503d  Infantry  and  the 
2/503d  Infantry  in  the  vicinity  of  Ban  Me  Thout  during  the  period  15-28  February  1968; 

(5)  On  23  February  1968  the  MPD  located  at  An  Khe  was  flown  in  support 
of  the  Capital  ROK  Division. 

(6)  The  APD  and  MPD  were  used  to  support  the  l/503d  Infantry  and  the 
3/503d  Infantry  in  the  vicinity  of  Kontun  during  the  period  29  Febrxiary  -  13  March 
1968. 


(7)  On  23  March  1968  at  BR  289  515  the  MPD  aircraft  received  heavy 
readings  and  ground  fire  resulting  In  one  US  VTIA, 

(8)  On  24  March  1968  the  MPD  aircraft  again  received  heavy  fire 
suiting  in  one  US  WIA.  Giuiships  suppressed  the  area  in  both  cases  with  unknown 
results. 

(9)  The  APD  supported  Task  Force  173d  Brigade  at  LZ  English  during 

April  1968,  0r“  MPD  remained  at  An  Khe  in  support  of  the  l/503d  Infantry  and  one 

MPD  was  located  at  Phu  Hiep  in  support  of  the  4/'C3d  Infantry. 

(10)  On  27  April  a  major  base  camp  was  found  hy  the  3rd  Battalion, 

503d  Infantry,  The  bunker  complex  was  1-2  weeks  old.  The  APD  had  recorded  heavy 
reading  over  the  area  on  1&-18  April  and  artillery  had  Imoediatoly  been  'tred, 

e.  Fougasse  mines: 

( 1 )  26  fougasse  mines  were  placed  around  the  perimeter  at  Camp  Rad- 

cliff,  An  Khe. 

(2}  10  additional  mines  were  placed  on  the  Camp  Radcliff  perimeter  on 

24  February  1968, 

(3)  On  5  March  1968  ten  additional  nines  were  emplaced  on  the  peri¬ 
meter  at  Car.p  R^cllff  for  a  total  of  46  mines. 

(4)  On  20  Api-il  1968  the  51st  Chemical  assisted  in  the  placement  of 
28  fougasse  mines  arouj:d  FSB  lUirii, 
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U.  Commander's  Observations  and  Reaomendatlonsi 

During  the  operational  period,  various  lessons  were  learned.  These  lessons 
learned  were  drawl  from  all  the  operations  which  occured  during  the  period  extent^ 
ing  from  1  february  1968  through  30  ^rll  1968. 

A.  Operations 

1.  OBdERVAlION;  liheiiQr  Use  of  Trails:  In  the  Brigade  AD  the  en«qy  oontlnues 
to  use  the  same  general  lines  of  ctrirt,  apparently  mable  to  change  routes  based  on 
praivlous  contacts  with  strong  Brigade  Forces.  Paragraphs  below  describe  one  e:q>lol- 
tation  of  this  weakness. 

EVALUATION  &  REQ.i»B<JJ<DaT10W:  Airborne  Personnel  Detector:  In  the 
Brigade  AD,  as  well  as  elaeihers  in  Vietnam,  detection  of  the  eneniy  location  Is 
a  prime  problem.  In  addition,  in  LUs  AO,  there  is  constant  moveoept  of  small 
groups  of  the  enenQr  along  fairly  well  defined  routee.  Since  the  Bilgade  csn  not 
provide  forces  in  evt.ry  location,  the  Brigade  began  early  In  April  to  give  priority 
each  day  to  aircraft  needed  to  support  the  airborne  personnel  detector.  This 
program  oombined  with  use  of  artillery  or  air  within  a  matter  of  minutes  after 
heavy  readings  has  proved  effective.  Although  Allied  Forces  can  not  investigate 
each  firing  with  ground  troops,  we  have  found  a'^>le  evidoice  that  the  systos  is 
working  i.e,,  destroyed  bunkers,  abandoned  packs  and  evidence  of  casualties. 

Buehfflastar  -  Stay  Behind  Forces:  During  the  month  of  April,  the  Brigade 
began  a  deliberate  program  of  leaving  stay-behlnd  platoons  along  anemgr  linea  of 
noveoMnt.  Uhen  a  battalion  was  moved  out  of  a  particular  area,  a  platoon  or  pl^ 
toona  were  left  behind  with  7  to  10  days  st^ply,  the  stock  of  s^>plles  being  pro¬ 
vided  to  preclude  the  give'Svay  resulting  from  frequent  visits  by  helicopters. 

These  platoons  have  not  only  provided  significant  Intelligence  but  have  also 
eauised  nuneroua  casualties  for  the  enemy  to  include  prisoners. 

2.  OBSEHVaTIOHi  Use  of  APD  along  hi^ways: 

evaluation  I  The  eoployment  of  APD  aircraft  proved  effective  In  early 
momlng  highway  aurveillance.  In  conjunction  with  APD  flights,  an  artillery 
asrisl  observer,  flying  in  close  proximity  to  the  snoopy  aircraft,  ehould  be 
immediately  available  to  call  artillery  fires  on  heavy  APD  re»iings. 

RBOOttllN  DAT  ION ;  As  noted  in  evaluatlcn. 

3.  observation  I  Use  of  SF/PF  to  augsKnt  US  ambush  activities  enh«ic«s 
the  Allies  enthusiasm  and  esprit. 

EVALUATION :  Close  coordination  with  Popular  Forces  and  oombined 
operations  builds  enthusiasm  and  e^rit  within  the  indigenous  forces.  Planned 
ambushes  augmented  with  Popular  Forces  South  of  An  Khe  proved  highly  successful. 
£heay  incidents  along  the  Southern  Camp  fladcliff  perimeter  were  stopped.  The 
local  populace  of  An  Khe  credited  these  ambuahea  with  preventing  the  eneay  from 
attacking  An  Khe  during  the  TET  offensive. 

RSOJWi PNDATION I  Close  coordination  with  RF/PF  Units. 

4.  OBSERVATION;  Clearing  Fields  of  Fire. 

EVALUATION  I  An  ejqjedient  method  of  clearing  inderbrusfa  in  thickly 
vegetated  areas  is  the  employment  of  det  oord  and  conpoaition  C-4.  The  area  to 
be  cleared  is  prepared  with  concentric  "ring  mains"  of  det  oord.  Large  shrubs 
and  trees  are  further  prepared  with  C-4.  The  result  is  a  pattern  of  dot  cord  and 
C-4  BJ.aped  eomethlng  like  s  spoked  Wieel.  (See  Figure  1).  Once  in  place,  the 
ring  main  la  detonated  clearing  the  desired  area. 
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RLCO.-diiJJliATlCR :  This  tedmique  tends  to  blow  away  secondary  growth 
at  chest  level.  Its  other  advantage  is  that  it  allows  personnel  to  shape  the  area 
to  be  cleared  to  confcrin  to  the  shape  of  the  defmsive  position  perimeter. 


ttPT  COf^p 


5.  OliritUVAlION  i  Insertion  of  LBP  Stay  Behind  Elmunts. 

Ei/ALUaTION;  An  excellent  technique  enployed  to  cover  the  insertion 
of  LRP  Teams  is  to  Insert  them  at  the  same  iroment  that  an  extraction  ia  initiated. 
The  same  ships  used  to  lift  out  a  vnit  also  carry  in  the  LRP  team. 

nLOji-l.-iB«CAT10N j  Ll^  tean>3  inserted  in  this  fashion  provide  some  se¬ 
curity  for  the  last  flight  of  extraction  aircraft.  It  is  an  opportune  time  to 
enter  the  AO  unaectected  and  ambu<ih  or  observe  eneoy  scavengers.  This  technique 
further  reduces  the  requirei.ieit  for  additional  C  t  C  ships  and  gunahips  if  the 
team  were  to  be  insert^  separately. 

6.  OBSEaVATIOWi  Destruction  of  the  BA  386  Battery. 

t<ALHAyiOhi  An  effective  method  of  completely  rendering  a  BA  386 
Battery  unusable  is  to  break  the  terminal  socket  out  of /the  container  and  croas 
the  wires  to  create  a  short.  This  technique  will  bum  up  the  cells  over  a  short 
period  of  time  and  effectively  destroy  the  battery  with  ndnimal  effort. 

REODHKBluATiONi  This  techi.ique  ir  more  effective  Uian  breaking  or 
cutting  .19  the  battery  as  it  renders  all  cells  unserviceable  and  an  additional  ad¬ 
vantage  of  this  technique  is  that  the  heat  generated  during  this  pmcess  is  usually 
sufficiort  enough  to  dry  at  leadt  one  pair  of  socks. 

7.  OBdltRVATIONi  Destruction  of  Brass,  Aimo  Cans,  and  other  metal  refuse. 

BVaLUaIIONi  When  required  to  dispose  of  brass,  amso  cans,  end  other 
metal  refuse,  a  technique  that  will  destroy  this  material  and  deny  its  use  to  the 
enemy  ia  to  use  a  therm te  grenade.  A  hole  approximately  three  feet  deep  is  dug 
with  an  opening  Large  enough  to  accomodate  the  largest  item  to  be  destroyed.  The 
thermite  grenade  is  ignited  and  placed  on  top  of  the  tra^.  As  the  grenades  bum^ 
it  burns  through  the  ine*  al  iieM  causing  them  to  melt  and  bum. 

REOaKMHIDATIOW  1  This  technique  results  in  the  coiiy>lete  destruction 
of  the  material,  leaving  the  eneoy  no  opportunity  to  recover  the  metal  Itms. 

This  technique  Is  mudi  quicker  and  effective  than  other  methods  of  destruction. 

B.  Logistics 

1.  OBSSRVAIIOH;  frequent  mnecessary  d^loymait  of  BSDC  and  unit  trains 
seriously  disrupted  the  supply  system  vhich  hampered  continuous  svgiport  to  the 
combat  mlts.  One  such  move  was  from  Kontum  to  Plei  Mrong. 

EVALUAIICRi  The  BBOC  Comaander  must  continuously  keep  the  Brigade 
Commander  informed  as  to  the  Support,  llmitationa  Wiidi  will  result  from  redeploy¬ 
ment. 
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BBCOMilBiDjO’IONi  Unless  it  is  absolutely  necessary  to  relocate,  the 
6^0  should  suppoi't  by  use  of  contact  teams  and  its  Hock  uapabilitiea  from  a  coi- 
tralized  support  element. 

2,  &ESLRVaT10N;  The  S^^jport  Bat -ail  on  TD&l  does  not  provide  sufficient 
personnel  and  equipm«it  to  ade<:;uatelv  supiort  combat  operations  tn  more  than  tee 
locations  without  aug;nentatioi  .  During  periods  of  this  quart e  the  Si^jport  Bat¬ 
talion  has  beji  called  upon  ti  provide  support  in  up  to  four  14)  locations  sirw 
ultmeoualy.  Thi  s  has  caused  problons  in  the  Supply  and  Haintenance  area. 

iVAuUAjIC'N;  The  Brigade  Coimander  and  staff  should  be  kept  advised 
as  to  Support  Battalion' a  capabilioios  t  "  adequately  si^port  separate  cceibat  oper¬ 
ations. 


HBOOHI-UIDaTION  1  The  maneuver  batialions  must  be  called  i^xin  to  pro¬ 
vide  greater  assistance  in  self  supporting  during  limited  tndepondent  operations. 

C,  ^.esscns  teemed  in  Infantry  Operations}  suhmitled  by  HFC  d.  W.  Pscherer, 
3d  I'latoon,  (’onsany  <,  id  £ti,  503d  Inf,  !  •  3d  Airborne  Brigade. 

1.  then  in  an  Al  company'  nice  eleiaents  are  too  often  givai  a  movement 
order  to  establlsli  a  Laser  site  on  very  lilglii  grousd  a  lengthy  distance  from  the 
previous  eveuiogs  perimeter.  This  necessitates  a  cu^any  size  move  with  rucksacks 
over  vhat  is  usually,  deose  terrain.  As  a  result  a  day  is  spent  with  no  opportia- 
nity  to  successfully  search  h  destroy  the  low  ground  at  the  bast  of  mowtaln  iue 
tarraln  where  enemy  activity  is  most  usually  centered.  All  indications  and  actual 
finds  backed  up  by  concurrent  elimination  of  crops,  caches^  and  base  cas^s  are 
found  In  easily  accessible  but  canopy  hidden  areas  near  low  ground  and  if  possible 
close  by  or  CD  a  readily  avlAlable  aource  of  water.  In  our  observations  the  VC 
and  HVA  use  streasss  as  reference  points  for  their  comrades  to  locate  than  and  Join 
forces.  Ueoee  ail  base  areas  and  straggling  or  concentrated  grotqos  of  enm^  are 
fouTki  on  eiUter  side  of  a  stream,  usually  tba  wider  sectiona  of  water.  Hospitals 
will  always  be  foveid  on  a  straam.  Botpitala  daaperataly  meed  large  amutnts  of 
water  and  therefore  must  locate  on  a  suitable  locality.  To  sum  this  vp,  too  mudi 
time  is  spent  on  moving  to  high  ground  on  a  route  dtere  coBtact  with  the  eneny  ie 
Ui  likely. 


2.  In  raceirt  operations  an  effort  has  been  made  to  supply  the  Infantty 
company  with  a  5  day  subsistence  capability.  This  Is  good.  Lack  cf  helicopter 
resupply  orbiting  and  then  landing  in  a  friendly  occupied  area  enharvees  greatly 
the  ability  to  remain  out  of  the  oieuy’ s  constant  observance.  The  intelligent 
and  combat  trained  eneiry  could  leam  much  about  size  and  capability  and  morale 
of  ths  American  infantry  unit  merely  by  cointing  the  number  of  sorties  the  ro- 
f.iqjply  chopper  flies  and  in  many  Instances  Uiat  the  chopper  contains.  One  w*!- 
oome  and  bWieficial  change  would  be  to  have  50ii  LRtlP  rations  and  50>>  Combat  C- 
ratlons.  This  would  make  for  a  lighter,  smaller  load  and  would  also  decrease 
the  possibility  of  poor  police  of  the  battlefiald, 

3.  £ach  squad  size  element  should  carry  at  least  one  D-handle  shovel 
for  digging  in  at  night,  Bjqjerience  shows  it  to  be  much  better  and  not  that 
difficult  to  carry  since  often  it  is  an  asset  Wien  being  used  as  a  crutch  or 
support  for  the  carrier  vhoi  ascoiding  steep  terrain.  Rope  should  be  carried 
for  use  as  a  binding  for  prisoners,  a  trip-pull  for  possible  booby  traps,  rap¬ 
pelling,  etc.  Bach  man  should  carry  25  sandbags. 

U.  On  combat  assault  operations  into  an  unestablished  LZ,  assault  peiv- 
sonnel  when  in  helicopters  othac  than  the  Chinook  should  have  rucksacke  In  a 
position  to  aiable  quiede  "kick-off"  of  the  individual  rucksack  Just  prior  to  each 
individual  e;<iting.  There  have  beai  instances  Wien  the  chopper  must  hover  5-12 
feet  over  the  LZ  because  of  tall  elephant  grass  or  many  stun^js.  This  ie  very 
aangerous  for  a  combat  trooper  Wioi  he  must  leap  out  at  such  a  height  with  a 
heavy  rucksack  on  his  back.  A  secure  perimeter  would  be  established  more  quickly 
^d  safely  ly  this  method. 
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5.  RTO'a  ahould  carry  their  radio  so  it  is  camouflaged  soise  means. 
This  can  be  accos^lished  by  covering  it  over  tiioi  on  the  rucksack  and  >hai  pos¬ 
sible  by  bending  the  aerial  dovn  Uirougli  the  frame  of  the  rucksack  viien  the  par¬ 
ticular  operator  knows  hie  oommini cations  are  but  a  short  distance  away.  Pref¬ 
erable  to  me  ie  by  oarry^Jig  the  radio  in  a  demolition  bag  hmg  around  the  neck 
with  the  radio  resting  on  the  front  left  of  the  individual.  This  keeps  the  radio 
easily  accessible  at  all  times  when  patrols  drop  rucksacks  and  oloverleaf,  bal^ 
ancea  weight  on  the  oody,  and  irunicaUy  protects  a  vulnerable  section  of  the 
body. 


6.  weapons  maintenance  and  ideal  weapons  are  always  foreDost  in  the  aja- 
bat  trooper's  mind.  Where  the  slip-t^  is  1  do  not  know  but  there  i-  always  a 
shortage  of  claaning  equipment  which  makes  for  increasing  eoqiedicnc}'  in  finding 
materials  witii  vdiich  to  clean.  Steps  should  be  takoi  to  insure  that  every  man  if 
possible  have  a  full  cleaning  kit  for  his  weapon.  This  includes  wnnehos  for  the 
maciline  gun  crews.  Line  ooi^anles  are  crying  for  more  M79  shotgun  aaaptera  due  to 
dense  terrain  in  whldi  many  times  an  M79  is  rendered  useless.  At  least  2  shot- 
guis  per  platoon  muld  be  ideal. 

7.  Claymore  mines  sliouXd  have  a  sandbag  behind  to  take  some  of  the  back- 
blast  with  the  wire  wound  around  the  mine  »nd  legs  and  stretched  tightly  to  the 
pOBiticn  with  the  end  leading  inder  a  sandbag  to  keep  it  tight.  Only  2  inches  of 
the  wi)ra  plus  the  detonator  ahould  be  visible  on  the  trooper's  side  of  the  aarxl- 
bag.  If  the  eneegr  attempts  to  turn  the  mine  the  2  Inches  visible  to  the  guard 

on  poaltlon  will  move.  Many  times  the  enecQ)  will  hurl  groiades  inside  a  friendly 
perimeter.  Often  9  cut  of  to  objects  heard  hitting  the  grouid  are  rocks.  The 
oombat  trooper  must  stay  oonposed.  If  all  positions  have  plenty  of  groiades  thqy 
ahould  retaliate  with  a  few  greiades  of  their  omi  and  H&l  fire  with  tf79‘a.  A 
Stariite  Scops  that  is  fvnetioning  properly  is  an  lumiense  help, 

a.  When  a  long  distance  from  a  village,  the  finding  of  planted  crops,  be 
it  small  gardens  or  an  acre  of  rice,  will  result  in  the  discovery  of  cne  or  sev¬ 
eral  hooches.  Although  us'ualiy  close  by,  idiich  ordinarily  means  observing  the 
terrain  around  the  crop  and  then  searching  the  thickest  stand  of  vegetat  ion  and 
trees  around  the  crop  until  discovery  of  the  hooches,  someiimea  the  hooches  are 
quite  a  distance,  300-700  meters  distant,  U;on  finding  a  recait  crop  of  some 
sort  it  is  always  wise  to  make  an  extensive  search  of  all  outlying  area.  Nothing 
pleases  the  combat  trooper  more,  except  for  actual  contact  and  elimination  of  the 
tnoiy,  than  finding  and  destroying  the  eoeny'  3  provisions,  shelters,  or  disoovep- 
Ing  caches  of  aomunitlon,  grenades,  mortar  roinds,  rockets,  weapons,  etc.  Whoi 
fbund  in  a  well  hidden  area  morale  of  the  trooper  surges  up  10OS(  and  definitely 
undermines  the  eneny. 
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Ending  30  April  196a,  RCS  CSPOR-65  (R1  ) 

DA,  Headquarters,  I  Field  Force  Vietnam,  APO  96350  1BJUNI969 

TOi  Commemding  General,  United  States  Amy  Vietnam, 

ATTHr  A7HGC-DST,  APO  96375 

(C)  This  headquarters  has  evaluated  subject  report  and  concurs. 

The  following  comments  are  made  for  clarification, 

a.  Reference  paragraph  3a(l)(a)j,,  page  3*  During  the  reporting 
period,  the  HI 5  I»F  VC  Battalion  was  located  southeast  of  Pleiku 
City,  while  the  4th  Battalion,  95B  NVA  Regiment  was  situated  west, 
not  south  of  the  city.  This  headquarters  has  no  evidence  to  support 
the  statement  that  the  Headquarters  95B  Regiment  was  located  south 
of  the  city* 

b.  Reference  paragraph  3a(2){a)3f .  page  9»  Tuy  An  and  Hieu 
Xuong  Districts  are  located  in  the  BOLLING  AO  and  not  the  COCHISE 

AO. 


0.  Reference  paragraph  A2  Section  II  page  45 t  Use  of  Airborne 
Personnel  Detector  (APD)  along  highways.  The  technique  described 
is  being  used  by  artillery  units  to  acquire  and  attack  targets  in 
a  timely  manner.  The  location  of  a  heavy  APD  reading  is  marked  by 
dropping  a  smoke  grenade  from  the  snoopy  aircraft  immediately  fol¬ 
lowed  by  the  aerial  observer  taking  the  target  under  artillery  fire. 

FOR  THE  C0Ii!/^TDER« 


IIT,  A3C 

ASST  AOJUTAMT  OCfMRAl 

Copies  furnished! 

2  -  ACSFOR,  DA,  Wash  DC  203IO 
1  -  173d  Abn  Bde 


CONFIDENTIAL 


AVHGC-DST  (15  May  68)  2d  Ind  CPT  Arnold/dls/LBN  1485 

SUBJECT:  Oparational  Report  Laaaona  Learned  (1  February  -  30  April  1968) 

HEADQUARTHIS,  US  ARMY  VIETNAM,  AFO  San  Francisco  963  7  5  2  3  JUN  19G8 

TO:  Conmander  in  Chief,  United  States  Amy,  Pacific,  ATTN:  GPOP-DT, 

APO  96558 

1.  This  headquarters  has  reviewed  the  Operational  Report-Lessona  Learned 
for  the  quarterly  period  ending  30  April  1968  from  Headquarters,  173d 
Airborne  Brigade. 

2.  Concur  with  report  as  submitted. 

FOR  THE  C0MMAND£R: 


C.  S.  NAKATSUKASA 

Captain.  AflC 

Cy  furn’  Assistant  Adjutant  General 

HQ  I  FFORCEV 
HQ  173d  Abn  Ede 
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GPOP-DT  (15  Miy  68)  3d  Ind  (C) 

SUBJECT:  Operatlooal  Report  of  BQ,  173d  Abn  Bd«  for  Period  Ending 
30  April  1968,  RCS  CSFGR-65  (Rl) 

HQ,  US  Aroy,  Pacific,  APO  San  Franclaco  96558  15  JUL  1363 

TO:  AaalaCant  Chief  of  Staff  for  Force  Development,  Department  of  the 
Ariny,  Maahington,  D.  C4  20310 

1.  (U)  Thla  headquartera  haa  evaluated  subject  report  and  forwarding 
lodortementa  and  coacure  In  the  report  aa  indorsed. 

2.  (C)  For  clarification,  reference  let  Indorsement,  subparagraph  a: 
During  early  February,  the  4ch  Battalion,  95B  VHA  Raglment  was  iden¬ 
tified  aa  the  unit  contacted  In  the  area  of  Plelku  City  by  the  US  1/69 
AroM>r  Battalion  and  the  ARVN  3d  Armored  Cavalry  Squadron.  At  ttvrr. 
tliaa,  the  5th  Battalion,  95B  NVA  Reglaent  was  reportedly  located  . 
kilometers  east  of  Caav  Enari  <AR  787324).  The  reported  mission  of 
the  95B  Regiment  was  the  interdiction  of  Route  19  between  Plelku  aiwi 
An  Khe.  Considering  the  mission  of  the  95B  NVA  Regiment,  it  la 
probable  that  its  headquarters  moved  into  a  position  south  of  Plelku 
to  control  the  operations  of  Its  battalions. 

FOR  THE  CCMfANDER  IN  CHIEF: 


c  t.  SHOrtT 
CPT,  AGC 
Am)  AO 


S\ 
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AVBE-SC/KHD  I5  May  1968 

SUBJECT:  Supply  and  Combat  Service  Actlvltiee 

1 .  Februam 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Class  I:  Rations  were  supplied  to  the  Brigade  from  four  (4) 
locations  during  the  month.  Elements  of  the  Brigade  in  the  Bolling  AO  drew  from 
the  Tuy  Hoa  Sub  Area  Command  ration  breakdown  point.  Elements  operating  in  the 
vicinity  of  Pleiku  drew  from  the  ”leiku  Sub  Area,  Elements  operating  in  Ban  Me 
Thuot  area  drew  rations  from  a  Class  I  point  operated  by  the  173d  BSOC.  Base  Camp 
elements  plus  the  Quick  Strike  Bettalion  drew  rations  from  the  An  Khe  Class  I  supply 
point.  Ma.n  problem  areas  were  lack  of  refrigeration  storage  for  perishable  subsis¬ 
tence,  and  shortage  of  aircraft  to  transport  rations. 

(2)  Class  II  &  IV:  Class  II  supnort  was  furnished  to  all  Brigade  units 
from  An  Khe  Base  Carap  by  shlpinent  by  road  convoy  and  air  shlnment.  The  fill  on 
requisitions  was  excellent  during  this  month.  The  replacement  of  combat  lost  equip¬ 
ment  remained  the  major  supply  problem.  Items  of  critical  shortage  at  the  present 
time  in  the  Brigade  are;  Insect  bars,  food  containers,  water  trailers,  and  type¬ 
writers. 


(3)  Class  III  &  IIIA:  Class  III  supply  settled  into  a  routine  proce¬ 
dure.  No  critical  problems  wnre  encountered. 

(4)  Class  V:  The  Lunar  New  Years  Offensive  by  the  enemy  forces  caused 
u  increased  consumption  of  class  V.  Ssrveral  items  on  the  ASR  were  exceeded  as  a 
result.  Operations  In  multiple  locations  made  control  of  a"munition  a  problem.  The 
Brigade  was  drawing  ammunition  from  four  (4)  ammunition  supply  points  concurrently 
during  most  of  the  month. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  Significant  Areas  of  Maintenance  and  Maintenance  Problems: 

(a)  The  performance  of  maintenance  services  on  the  UH-IH  helicop¬ 
ters  improved  slightly  d'JL'ing  the  month  of  February;  however,  the  deadline  rate  of 
this  aircraft  in  the  brigade  still  continues  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Much  of  the  dif¬ 
ficulty  can  be  attributed  to  the  shortage  of  special  tools  for  the  aircraft.  Re¬ 
pair  parts,  especially  engines,  have  contributed  significantly  to  this  deadline  rate. 

(b)  The  repair  capability  of  generators  at  the  direct  support 
maintenance  level  is  extremely  critical.  The  maintenance  coranany  is  authorized  a 
total  of  seven  of  these  MOS's  with  currently  only  ony  assigned. 

(2)  Significant  Ma  nter.ance  Projects: 

(a)  The  technical  assistance  inspection  initiated  20  Jan  1966 
was  completed  10  February  1968.  All  units  in  the  Brigade  received  assistance  in  the 
following  areas. 


PLL  Records 

2.  Mai.-’^enance  Records 

(b)  Units  are  to  receive  a  15%  inspection  on  all  equipment 
during  the  month  of  Miarch.  An  additional  training  package  is  under  developement 
on  supply  records  and  TAERS. 

c.  Medical:  Casualty  figures  for  the  month: 

(1)  KRHA  22 

(2)  KBNRHA  0 
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StJBJEfCTt  Supoly  and  Combat 

Service  ActivlolaB 

(3)  IRHA 

100 

(4)  ISNRHA 

1R 

(5)  MIA 

1 

(6)  Malaria 

30 

2.  March: 

a.  Supply: 

(1)  Class  I: 

Rations  were  supplied  to  the  Brigade  prlnkirily  from 

three  locations  during  the  month.  Elements  operating  In  the  vicinity  of  Kontum  drew 
rations  from  the  ration  breakdown  point  operated  by  the  Brigade  Class  I  Section  at 
KontUB  during  most  of  the  month.  Rations  for  this  operation  were  line  hauled  from 
Flalku  Sub  Area  Co.iiDand.  Elements  in  AO  Bolling  continued  to  draw  from  Tuy  Hoa 
Sub  Area  Class  I  Supoly  Point.  An  Khe  Base  Camp  Units  plus  the  Quick  Strike  Battal¬ 
ion  drew  rations  from  the  An  Khe  Class  I  Supoly  Point.  Fresh  filled  milk  was  pro¬ 
vided  to  elements  in  An  Khe  and  Tuy  Hoa.  Arrangements  have  been  made  to  provide 
this  popular  Item  to  all  Brigade  elements  commencing  on  31  March  1968. 

(2)  Class  II  and  IV:  Class  II  support  was  furnished  to  all  Brigade 
units  from  the  .An  Khe  Base  Camp;  shipments  were  made  primarily  by  road  conveys, 
supplemented  with  air  shlpnents.  The  posture  in  II  snd  IV  Supply  continued  to 
Improve  during  the  month.  Combat  loss  replenishments  improved  also.  The  supply  of 
K151A1  ton  trucks)  has  become  critical  and  they  are  now  command  controlled. 
Previous  critical  Items;  Insect  bars,  food  containers  and  typewriters  have  begun  to 
come  Into  country.  The  supply  of  sand  bags  and  concertina  wire  was  a  problem  dur¬ 
ing  the  month. 

(3)  Class  III  and  IIIA:  No  critical  problams  were  encountered. 

(/.)  Class  V:  The  major  problem  area  revolved  around  the  Ammunition 
Supply  Point  at  Kontum.  The  operation  started  as  a  joint  operation  of  the  4th 
Infantry  Division  and  the  Brigade.  The  Brigade  ended  up  with  the  total  mission. 
Problems  arose  due  to  the  large  number  and  diversity  of  artillery  units  that  were 
supported  pltu  the  lnade<)uate  space  snd  the  natexial  handling  equipment.  The  units 
stayed  within  the  ASR  during  this  period  despite  continued  enermy  contact. 

b.  Maintenance: 

(1)  Significant  Areas  of  Maintenance  and  Maintenance  Problems:  The 
repair  of  construction  equipment  and  generators  continues  to  be  a  problem.  Long 
and  excessive  deadlines  are  experienced  with  these  items.  This  situation  Is  attri¬ 
buted  to  a  shortage  of  direct  support  maintenance  personnel  in  these  WS's  and  a 
critical  shortage  of  repair  parts. 

(2)  Significant  Maintenance  Projects: 

(a)  A  weapons  technical  assistance  Inspection  was  ccmducted  in 
the  Brigade  for  all  units  during  tbs  month  of  March.  This  was  to  assist  units  in 
the  proper  care  and  cleaning  of  the  M16  rifle, 

(b)  A  readiness  assistance  ir.spectlon  was  conducted  In  technical 
supply  of  Company  0,  173d  Support  Battalion  17  thru  21  March  1968.  This  inspection 
was  to  assist  In  improving  the  supply  responsiveness  of  techidcal  siq^ply. 

(c)  A  Brigade  Malntetianco  CMMI  Team  was  formed  and  trained  to 
eonduct  the  maintenance  and  maintenance  management  Inspection  In  the  Brigade.  This 
team  la  designed  to  assist  the  IG. 
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SUBJECT:  Supply  and  Combat  Service  Actlvitlee 

c.  Medical:  Casualty  figures  for  the  month- 

( 1 )  KRHA  68 

(2)  KBNRHA  5 

(3)  IRilA  231 

(4)  26 

(5)  'll  A  4 

(6)  , 'talaris  25 

3.  April: 

a .  Supply . 

(1)  Class  I:  Rations  have  been  sup' lied  t.o  the  Brigade  primarily  from 

three  locations  d-oriiig  the  ncnth  of  April.  The  elements  in  the  Bong  Son  area  have 
been  drau  ng  suTlies  from  the  Class  I  area  operated  by  the  FSA  (Forward  Support 
Activity)  supplemented  by  the  i73d  Airborne  Brigade  personnel.  Fresh  filled  milk 
and  ice  crean  has  started  going  to  these  forward  elements.  Elements  in  AO  Bolling 

eontlnuad  to  draw  rations  from  the  TvQr  Hoa  Sub  Area  Class  1  Supply  Point.  The 

elemanta  in  An  Khe  are  drawing  their  Class  I  supplies  from  the  An  Kho  Sub  Area 
Class  I  supply  point. 

(2)  Class  II  and  IV:  Class  II  and  IV  support  was  furnished  to  the 
Brigade  from  An  Khe.  Shipments  made  to  the  forvai'd  areas  had  been  prinerily  by 
road  supplemented  with  air  shipments  to  Tuy  Hoa,  Several  items  still  remain 
critical  i.e.,  typewrltera,  generators,  food  containers,  concertina  wire  and  small 
regular  fatigue  trousers.  During  the  month  the  units  of  the  Brigade  have  drawn  a 
total  of  32  T  ton  trueVs  and  36  3/4  ton  trucks.  The  II  and  IV  status  of  supcliea 
continues  to  improve  and  Is  expected  to  Improve  even  more  in  the  coming  months. 

(3)  Class  III  and  IIIA:  No  critical  problems  have  been  encountered. 
Class  III  support  has  been  from  FSA  and  is  good, 

(4)  Class  E:  The  class  E  problem  of  March  no  longer  exist  since  the 
Brigade  terminated  its  OPCON  status  to  the  4th  Division,  The  Brigade  has  remained 
within  the  ASR.  fhe  l/69th  Armor  has  exceeded  the  A3R  on  40nim  aamio.  This  is  not 
charged  against  the  173d  since  the  l/69th  continues  to  receive  its  allocation  thru 
the  4th  Division. 

(5)  The  diversified  operations  of  this  Brigade  has  compounded  the  pro¬ 
blem  of  dessemlnatlon  of  supnlles.  Regardless  of  the  dispersion  of  the  Brigade 
trucks  to  LZ  English  departed  An  Kho  almost  daily  and  on  several  days  two  and  throe 
trucks  a  day  were  dispatched  fro.-s  An  Khe,  Likewise  trucks  picked  up  supplies  from 
the  Qui  Nhon  Depot  on  a  daily  basis, 

b.  Maintenance: 

(l)  Significant  Areas  of  Maintenance  and  Maintenance  Problems: 

(a)  The  repair  of  construction  equipment  continues  to  be  a  problem, 
especially  in  connection  with  the  Air  Mobile  Kit  "C".  Manuals  are  not  available, 
military  TM's  or  manufacturer's  literature,  for  the  expeditious  ordering  of  repair 
parte  for  this  eq'uipment. 

(b)  One  quarter  ton  vehicle  major  asaemblles  are  becoming  crit¬ 
ical,  especially  front  and  rear  differentials,  transm’.sslons,  transfer  cases  and 
eirgines.  The  system  new  employed  is  to  obtain  these  asaemblles  from  cannibalizing 
like  vehlclea  that  are  ready  for  salvage.  This  system  has  now  become  unexceptable 
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SUBJECT:  Supt'ly  and  CoVa:.  Service  Activities 

since  the  abcve  Items  are  not  available.  I’n’sently  it  has  bccorae  necessarir  to  worit 
out  vehicles  for  possibly  one  of  these  co-nponents.  It  is  anticipated  that  only  one 
out  of  three  vehicles  can  be  repaired  if  one  of  these  major  components  becomes 
unserviceable. 

(2)  Significant  Maintenance  Projsits: 

Ca)  A  one  hundred  percent  inventory  was  completed  this  month  in 
the  An  Khe  area  and  in  LZ  English.  Through  this  inventory  us  wore  able  to  decrease 
our  stro  balance  of  repair  parts  by  fifteen  percent. 

(b)  A  technical  assistance  team  is  pressntly  inspecting  all 
starlight  scopes  to  ascertain  the  serviceability  of  the  starlight  scopes  through¬ 
out  the  Brigade.  The  most  coitoq  deficiency  noted  is  that  the  batteries  are  being 
left  in  the  scopes  when  nlaced  in  temporary  storage  and  in  some  cases  the  scops 
being  stored  ulth  the  scope  operating. 

(3)  TechnloaJ.  Supply: 

(a)  During  the  last  two  weeks  the  "D"  Company  (Maintenance)  Tecb- 
nlcal  Supply  has  increased  it's  percentage  of  fill  by  fifteen  percent.  This  means 
that  units  will  see  an  increase  in  fill  of  their  requisitions  for  repair  parts. 
Presently  tech  supply  is  releasing  approximately  five  hundred  lines  a  day  to  the 
brigade  units. 


(b)  A  repair  parts  reconciliation  listing  was  sent  to  each  unit 
for  review  of  their  outstanding  requisitions,  upon  completion  the  units  will  have 
an  exact  count  of  all  valid  requisitions  in  tech  supply. 


(4) 

month  of  April  is 

Company  D  (Maintenance),  173d  Airborne  Brigade  production 
as  follows: 

TYPE 

JOBS  RECEIVED 

JOBS  COMPLETED 

Automotive 

67 

50 

Serrlce  Section 

192 

164 

Signal 

669 

545 

Amament 

465  (1) 

365 

Sogineer 

52 

36 

Office  Machines 

53  (2) 

14 

Note  - 

(1) 

37  ea  weapons 

were  evacuated  to  the  560th  LEM  Co,  An  Khe. 

(2) 

30  ea  office 

machines  were  evt'uated. 

c. 

Modi 

cal.  wesufllty  figures  for  the  nontfa: 

(1) 

KRHA 

10 

(2) 

KEIIRHA 

5 

(3) 

IRHA 

82 

(4) 

IBNRHA 

27 

(5) 

HIA 

1 

(6) 

Malaria 

96 
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COMBAT  AFTLR  ACTION  INTERVIEW 

"OOO"  COMPANY 
4TH  BATTALION 
503D  (AIRBORNE)  INFANTRY 

173D  AIRBORNE  BRIGADE 
(SEPARATE) 

TUY  HOA  NORTH 
30  -  31  JANUARY  1968 
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DU'AhT^UtT  or  m 

Kl  iU>hU<J\TlKS  IViU  AlhBoiOil.  t^LrAKAU) 

ATO  Sui  rranclBOO  V625C 

AVS£-SC/VJU) 

SUBJtjiCTi  Combkt  After  Action  Int*rTl«v 


1.  M«m«  and  TSttm  Orgmln-tlont  D  Coopany.  4th  Battalion  $C3d  Infantry 
173d  Airbom*  Brlgad*  (Sepa.rate), 

2.  InnlualYB  Da  tea  of  Oirmritlon:  3C  -  31  January  1968 

3.  Log.itlon;  ilap  Sheet  t)835  II,  TUI  hOA  (Chau  Thanh)  vie  CO  153477 
4*  Control  or  (:o!'inmrv1  Haadnuartera!  CG,  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Sep) 

5.  Peraona  bnlng  Ir.terviewed:  See  Incloeure 

6,  Task  CfToanl^atlon:  4th  Battalion,  S03d  Airborne  Infantry. 


7.  Supporting  forcaa:  Helicopter  Gunehipa,  J35th  Assault  Helicopter  Co, 
Slum  'aortara,  (organic)  Slat  Cherrical  Detach  lent,  173d  Abn  Bde,  FO  party,  3d 
Bn  -  319th  Arty,  C  Btry  6th  Bn  32d  Ai-tlllery,  C  Btry,  3d  Bn  319th  Arty  (illi*- 
mination  onlj') ,  2d  Bn  47th  AK'TH  Kegiment,  elenenta  of  TUT  KUA  Regional  and 
Popular  forces  and  Republic  of  Korea  Artillery  (lOSuai)  kray  of  Vietoan  Artil¬ 
lery  (IO5.11.1).  TAG  Air  Support  i,f-100's)  3C8th  TAG  Fighter  Sqn  (TUY  HOA)  and 
3d  TAG  Fighter  Hlng  (EILN  HOA). 


8.  Introduction  &  Background:  This  combat  after  action  IntarvlBw  contains 
not  only  the  aftor  action  Inter'/ieu  with  D  Company  4th  Bn  S03d  Infantry  but  iiv- 
tervieus  with  captured  NVA  prisoners  from  the  Sth  Bn,  95th  HVA  Regt,  men  from 
the  attacked  C  Battery,  6th  Battery,  6th  Bn,  32d  Artillery,  the  Slat  Chemical 
Det  (173d  Airborne  Brigade),  the  172d  HI  Detachment  (I73d  Airborne  Brigade),  the 
Caiaandlng  General's  aide,  and  the  warden  of  the  South  Vietnamese  Rahabillatlon 
of  PUUl  X£h.  The  idea  ia  to  tell  the  story  of  the  Coiiimunist  Tet  offense  in 
TUY  HOA  and  the  part  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  played  in  smashing  it.  Special 
tbaoka  on  this  report  is  due  SSG  Robert  J.  Deetatte,  interrogator  from  the  172d 
MI  Det  who  worked  msny  extra  hours  to  provide  the  NVA  POW  interviews.  POU  in- 
tervlewB  as  well  as  those  from  units  other  than  D  Company  are  Interjected  where- 
avtr  they  pretain  either  in  the  background  statement  of  the  misaton  raT»t<v«, 

Since  November  1967  when  the  majority  of  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade  (Sep) 
departed  the  TUY  HOA  area  to  participate  in  Operation  MACARTHUR  in  DAK  TO/KCN- 
TUM  area  the  Sth  5n  9Sth  NVA  Regt  had  moved  back  into  the  mountalna  (vie  C(j 
01CS41)  where  they  could  operate  in  a  group  of  hamlets  in  the  NV  comer  of 
TUY  HOA  Valley.  Here  they  continued  to  get  rice  from  the  Uoa  ijuapg  Village  and 
operate  10  -  IS  klloiaeters  west  of  TDY  UOA  City. 

The  S-95tb  Regt  (NVA)  received  orders  to  move  down  and  strike  the  diatrlct 
capital  of  TUY  HOA  on  the  moruing  of  Tet  (30  Jan  68) .  They  were  to  strike  the 
Amerloon  Artillery  base  at  TUY  UOA  North,  destroy  the  airfield  there  and  aeloh  tV  nit. 
T3t  with  the  people  of  TUY  UOA. 

HOANG  MINH  SAHG  (GM  ASSPIRANT,  H(j  9Sth  Regt  attached  to  Sth  Bn  to  handle 
provlalona  for  the  operation) .  “Hlsalon  of  attack  on  TUY  HOA  was  to  dc  stroy 
the  puppet's  (ARVH)  troope  and  puppet  government,  drive  the  Amerioone  from  the 
fatherland  and  to  liberate  the  people  of  the  South  and  reunite  the  country  under 
freedoo  and  democracy. " 

■cgT  (Squad  leader  82iiim  mortar  platoon).  "If  we  weren't  success* 

ful  we  were  to  retreat,  rest,  then  return  and  hit  TUY  HOA  again." 

The  attack  was  suppose  to  be  in  conjunction  with  the  8Sth  VC  Hain  Force 
Battalion  (est.  strength  2S0  men)  on  the  8aii.e  day.  The  Sth  Bn  was  counting  on 
the  8Sth  VC  Bn's  help  in  the  cltyjhowever  the  8Stb  VC  Bn  aborted  their  mission. 
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PAhA?  NGOC  LAiii  (Ass't  Company  Coramander,  2d  Company  85th  VC  Bn,  who  «\ir- 
render  hinself  and  15  men  in  TITY  KOA  City  on  5  Feb  68).  "We  (the  SHh  Bn)  were 
suppoae  to  attaok  on  let  but  we  had  advanced  only  half  way  between  the  hountaine 
and  the  city  when  our  reoon  element  returned  saying  if  we  oontlnued  we'd  run 
into  a  government  ambush  on  the  western  edge  of  tlie  oily." 

The  5th  Bn  had  three  infantry  companies:  1st,  2nd  and  3rd  Company  with  a 
strength  of  approximately  55  men  per  company.  Attached  to  then  was  a  reoon 
eleiaent  (est  15  men)  from  the  tv 21  Recon/'Sapper  Company  and  a  mortar  platoon 
(2  82mm  mortars)  from  tJie  Regt'a  K-17  Mortar  Company.  There  were  also  a  feu 
epeolal  supporttroopa  such  as  wi  and  medics  attached  from  the  Regimental 
and  a  small  local  force  VC  element  acting  as  guides. 

The  5th  Bn  was  armed  with  SKS  carbines,  AKi-47  automatic  rifles,  fr-AC 
rocket  launchers,  RpD  machine  guns,  a  few  UPM  medium  machine  guns  and  2  82mn 
mortars  (possibly  there  was  a  60mm  mortar  per  company  but  none  were  oaptured) . 

The  soldiers  were  exmed  with  1-4  grenades  each,  riflemen  cerried  between  30 
to  SO  rounds,  automatic  weapons  men  (AK-47)  carried  60  to  90  rounde.  RPO 
machine  gunners  had  300  rounds  in  3  ICC  round  drums,  B-AO'e  hud  3  to  4  rounds 
(i  at)  and  the  82  raoi  tars  had  10-15  rounds  per  tube. 

PPC  Tl/YUh  (NVA  rCviJ  "1  had  60  rounds  of  sja-junition,  2  magasinc  s  for  my 
AK-AT.  This  is  not  a  small  amount  at  all,  60  to  90  rounds  Wus  plenty  for  our 
side  because  we  don't  fire  our  ammunition  wastefuUy  like  your  side  does." 

"The  5th  fin's  morale  depended  upon  the  Individual,  some  had  high  morale 
others  would  have  preferred  to  celebrate  Tet  back  at  their  hospital  with  their 
wounded," 

1LT  PhUC  (S-2  47th  AR\h  Regt)  "Generally  speaking  the  morale  of  the  atack- 
ing  unit  was  low," 

The  Bn  moved  out  of  the  mountaine  (vie  C<4  010540  begining  about  1800 
hours,  at  190C  hours  they  had  reached  canal  no.  1  on  the  the  valley  floor  (vlo 
04  050490)  and  pushed  on  pass  tbs  Dong  Hoa  Cr.urch  (2000  hours)  end  arrived  at 
the  foot  of  CHAP  CHAT  Mountain  at  2130  hours.  The  local  people  encountered  on 
the  way  caused  no  trouble.  From  CHAP  CHAT  they  moved  Into  the  delta  (rice  fields) 
end  crossed  a  shallow  river,  here  they  split  up  with  the  1st  and  2d  company 
(plus  supporting  forces  and  the  Bapper/Recon  force  acting  as  security  for  the 
Bn  H4)  movsd  to  the  south  of  the  airfield  end  the  3d  company  moved  to  the  front 
of  the  Amerloan  Artillery  position.  The  Battalion  bad  arrived  in  front  of  the 
airfield  at  about  0100  30  Jan  6S.  The  attack  was  suppose  to  have  started  at 
0100  but  according  to  the  NVA  POW  the  local  guide  took  to  long  to  get  them  there. 

The  attack  was  to  open  by  firing  the  mortars  on  to  the  airfield.  The  3d 
Company  was  to  take  the  artillery  position  and  blow  up  the  aircraft  on  the  field. 
The  task  were  Iroken  down  by  platoons,  as  to  taking  bunkers,  armored  vehicles 
and  bloving  up  edr craft. 

pro  BUI  VAN  XUQNG  (3d  Co)  "My  cell  was  assigned  to  take  a  pillbox  (sanl 
bag  bunker) ,  my  platoon  was  to  get  the  piUboxea  and  tanks  (there  were  2  dusd. 

40^  dusters  on  the  perimeter)  the  rest  of  the  company  was  to  get  the  artillery 
and  airplanes.  Ue  didn't  have  anything  to  cut  the  barbwire  we  were  to  crawl 
through  It,  we  didn't  have  any  epecial  explosives  for  blowing  up  the  artillary. 
There  was  no  speclaJ.  mission  to  seise  or  destroy  the  radar  sits  1  didn't  eves 
know  there  was  one  there."  (The  3d  Bn  (Ahn)  319tb  Artillery  had  a  counter  moi^. 
tor  radar  site  inside  C  Btry  6th  Bn  32d  Arty  perlmater). 

SPC  VLRNuN  SKILES  (Chief  of  Firing  Btr..,C  6.32d  Arty)  "We  had  four  MG 
bunkers  to  the  front  with  2  men  to  a  bu’^kor,  there  was  a  dual  AOcmi  gun  (SP)  on 
the  right  front  and  another  on  the  back  of  the  perimeter.  The  two  8"  howlt- 
lers  (SP)  and  2,175  guns  (SP)  were  aoout  ten  to  fifteen  meters  behind  the 
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bunker#.  The  gunnor  In  the  nusber  J  buiiker  gave  the  ajert  and  opened  up.  Tney 
were  elraedy  Into  the  wire  when  we  iter ted  firing.  They  captured  the  number 
three  bunker  and  turned  the  gun  around  on  u#.  T.hey  blew  up  one  powder  oagaeine 
and  danaged  the  tube  on  a  17S  gun  (which  only  had  3(>  rounds  of  tube  life  remain¬ 
ing).  We  trii.d  to  ke<.p  down  the  wild  firing  and  shoot  at  only  targets.  The 
dual  40Dn  duster  moved  up  and  bleu  the  captured  No.  3  bunker  away.  T^  pushed 
about  33  meters  Into  our  perimeter  arkL  also  got  Into  the  rader  site  on^lse  to 
our  left.  When  the  paratroopers  came  in  at  Co3C  ue  pushed  them  out  into  the 
rioe  paddlea  and  worked  them  over  with  .'Xi  ar-d  kCiom  fire.  After  the  battle  ue 
counted  19  dead  NVA  in  the  perimeter  and  a  ROK  eweep  in  front  found  43  more  NVA. 
of  the  100  artillerymen,  four  were  killed." 

PyC  BUI  (NVA)  "we  were  not  euccessful,  we  were  defeated  and  forced  to  with¬ 
draw." 

Heanuhlle  ILT  Wllllea  Kennnedy  the  artillery  battery  commander  at  0405  had 
reported  to  the  173d  Abn  Bde  TAG  CP  that  they  were  receiving  incoming  mortar 
and  am«1 1  arms  fire  and  on  estimated  Vv-  platoon  (40  men)  was  inside  the  perime¬ 
ter.  He  requested  the  brigade  Reaction  force.  The  TAG  CP  i^mcedlately  notified 
the  Commanding  Cenerol,  the  S-3,  Aviation  Officer,  Air  force  Liaison  Offi¬ 
cer,  CO  4th  Bn  503d  Inf,  CO  3  En  319th  Arty,  li-17th  Cav  and  C  Co.  16th  Armor. 

At  043G  the  4-5C3d  Inf  was  notified  to  have  1  company  to  r^ove  to  TUY  HQA  North. 

CPT  JD-t-lY  JACKSON  "Dog  Company  was  alerted  about  C5CC  to  prepare  for  eji- 
traetlon  from  our  field  perimeter  (vie  BQ  998447) ,  there  was  no  chance  to  eat 
but  the  men  carried  plenty  of  food  since  we  had  Just  been  resupplied  for  five 
days  the  night  before.  (The  Company  had  been  on  a  search  and  destroy  operstion 
for  the  paet  1C  days).  About  0530  the  battalion  CO  (LTC  Janes  h.  Johnson) 
landed  and  briefed  me  on  the  operational  plan." 

"Dog  Company  has  two  rifle  platoons  of  35  men  each,  a  Hw  section  and  mor¬ 
tar  aeotlon  with  2  6Cnm  aortars!  attached  were  an  Arty  FO  Team  (3  Bn  319th  Arty), 
4,2  mortar  FO  Team,  an  Lnglneer  Team  (2  men)  and  a  dog  team  (1  nan,  1809).  The 
men  carried  50c  (r)  rounds  of  smmo,  machine  gunners  csrrlsd  1500  rounds, 

Iv79  men  50  ■-  rounds,  the  mortars  had  100  rounds.  Every  i-an  carried  two  frag 
end  two  smoke  grenades,  two  claymore  mines  and  two  trip  flares.  Each  man  carried 
his  rucksack  a^  there  were  10  LANs  spread  through  the  company,  th^re  was  a  11-17 
protective  mask  for  every  four  men." 

9,  Intelllpence;  It  had  been  reported  the  Tlf  HOA  ■  orth  Airfield  (C” 
154477)  had  received  a  probe  and  the  area  had  been  ini tally  over  run  from  the 
west.  The  airfield  to  the  east  was  still  secure. 

10.  Hisaion:  The  company  would  tak'.  helicopters  Into  airfield  (southern 
end)  and  push  vo  west  until  they  neutralized  all  hostile  positions  in  the 
perimeter. 

11.  Concept  of  the  Ooeraticn  and  Execution;  The  helicopters  (CH-47'8  and 
UH-IB'e)  came  in  after  0600  o'clock  and  started  extracting  Dog  Co  under  illum¬ 
ination  furnished  bj'  the  Artillery,  and  illumination  pots  prepositlontd  along 
ths  PZ  in  an  "n"  shape.  Ships  landed  to  the  east  of  them. 

Captain  Jlnmv  Jackson  "I  arrived  at  the  airfield  on  first  ship  with  the 
assault  elements  around  0645-  The  aircraft  approached  the  LZ  from  South  to 
north.  Hostile  fire  came  from  the  west  side  of  the  LZ,  The  aircraft  (CH-47) 
received  fire  and  one  of  the  engines  was  shot  out,  ue  had  32  men  on  the  first 
lift.  Our  chopper  landed  behlna)|^tillery  perimeter.  When  wo  left  it  the  Hook 
was  smoking.  The  second  Hook  was  dlvarted  to  TUY  HOA  South  airfield  where  the 
slicks  would  pick  them  up  after  they  dropped  the  3d  lift." 

The  3d  lift  uaa  composed  of  6  allcks  and  they  came  in  eane  place  ae  Ist 
lift.  The  troops  entered  through  ths  back  of  the  eu'tillery  perimeter's  wire 
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and  drojiped  ruc..s..c/.3  js  they  i.’tnt  throvg;h  the  wire,  the  .cn  pull'd  their  e>tra 
amao  off  the  ruc.csacks.  lie  2e  platoon  and  the  or.ij.i.He-U  (point  of  five  volun¬ 
teers)  wire  the  first  through  the  wire,  The  ^peurhead  pushed  ahoud  followed  by 
2d  platoon  on  line.  The  asenelt  elenent  pushed  due  west  across  the  compound 
and  swung  to  the  southwest;  the  paratroopers  were  holding  their  fire  btoauee  it 
was  still  dark  and  friendly  artillerymen  were  crouched  in  behird  cover. 

bOT  i-.iohael  -lank  Ihc  . penrl-.eid  carae  up  on  the  sand  dune  a  little  to  the 
north  of  the  rud^.r  site,  ihe  i<v..  had  gotten  into  the  arisio  bunkers.  ><e  assaults 
od  the  bunkers  with  fire  aid  tf^nudea.  f.'C-ieuhon  (James  t.  Jr.)  was  leading  the 
Spearhead,  I  yelled  to  him, watch  out  theie  are  Cooks  horo." 

.'■-ahon  yelled  back,  "lliats  what  we're  here  for." 

"and  then  he  grer.i.aed  the  bunker,  .-.e  'aoved  up  to  the  generator  on  the  artillery 
perimeter 6  left  and  attacked  a  bunhe.''  there.  ..e  could  Identify  the  artillery 
people  by  their  flack  jackets.' 

There  was  a  lull  in  the  fnrit.g  then  frooi  snipers  and  autoniatlo  wtaponn. 

JjT(.  Robert  e.  ..hit'eeok  hau  already  been  killed  near  the  radar  site.  The  Spear¬ 
head  pushed  to  soutln..  Et  and  neutralized  the  area  and  recovered  the  Artillery 
Bn  Commander's  body.  They  began  reciivir.g  sniper  fire  from  the  Northern  Choi 
Hoi  kehabllitation  Center  tower.  The  company  ..hen  set  up  a  perimeter  until  let 
platoon  arrived.  ..licks  went  over  and  picked  up  let  platoon  from  the  TUT  hOA 
Couth  Airfield  and  neved  them  to  2d  platoons  l‘.r.ding  zone. 

The  2d  platoon  pushed  up  U.Tough  C  battery  and  C  Battery  filled  in  behind 
them.  The  dual  4t.Ei.ii  ousters  were  to  the  right,  i.-...  were  in  some  of  the  front 
bunkers  along  the  iront  of  the  wire  using  s-iail  arms  and  automatic  weaponsjthe 
paratro'^pers  knocked  out  the  captured  biuikere  and  neutralized  the  northern  tower, 
The  [i...  who  ,.e:e  orawiing  in  the  drainage  ditch  which  led  up  tc  the  periroete. 
were  killed  with  t9  fire  ajid  grenadea. 

Cbojjpers  brought  in  1st  platoon  and  .-aortar  section.  The  60  mm  mortare  were 
Bet  up  at  the  roar  of  the  artillery  perimeter.  It  took  Dog  Company  about  20 
to  30  minutes  to  restore’Jferimeter. 

6SC  Hoscoe  I'r.ilier  ",.e  ooved  up  through  the  compound  and  came  up  on  the 
periE.etcr  where  the  ACi'H  wac  leveled.  ..hen  wc  got  up  on  the  perimeter  Puff 
(C-47)  cane  by  aral  opened  a.-,d  s- cpt  the  rice  p.  duits  to  the  .ior.t  with  wd.-.l-gur. 
fire.  Vie  set  up  on  the  perimeter." 

SCT  Flank  "..e  secured  'he  radar  site  and  started  Movitig  through  the  barb¬ 
wire  towards  the  rice  paddies  when  .  ufj  (C-47  gunsl'.ip)  opened  up." 

LI  Burton  " -.ctuaily  we  were  down  ne;.t  to  the  rice  paddies,  sitting  in  a 
ditch.  The  2nd  platoon  rear  elements  received  the  rounds  from  Snoopy  as  they 
cleared  the  01.  portion  of  the  perimeter  closing  on  the  Spearhead. 

SCT  .John  B  .".cCulIcrs  "Vie  roved  forward  pass  the  guns  (l73inii),  ILT  Greene 
(Lawizeoce  D.)  told  ooG  r'raizer  to  move  do\jn  to  the  forward  edge  of  the  wire. 
When  we  cane  up  on  the  left  near  the  generator  we  started  receiving  fire  fb'eoi 
the  North  Tower  (northern  tower  of  the  RVl.  rhul  Yen  Rehabilitation  Cortar 
located  about  ICO  meters  left  of  the  artillery  compound),  1  told  ILt  Burton 
(Michael  D)  that  the  tower  was  firing  on  us,  it  wasn't  completely  light  yet  and 
we  could  tee  the  muzzle  flush*  .  IT  Burton  ordered  them  to  fire  on  it  and  they 
really  smoked  it  for  about  1C  minutee.  LT  Greene  fired  a  LaW  into  the  tower  at 
the  climaa  of  the  small  arms  and  automatic  weapons  fire.  Then  somebody  came  out 
and  waved." 

r.r.  hue  (..arden  .-'iiul  Yen  nchubliitation  Center)  ".feviral  NVA  took  the 
northern  tower  of  the  compourd.  The  Americans  in  the  artillery  compound  fired 
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directly  on  the  tower  aiu<.  th<t  tJVA  thejr  didn't  Icill  Jumped  out  and  ran  away,  I 
wcLlked  out  and  wa' ed  to  them  to  etop  firing.  There  were  3  dead  tfiA  in  the 
tower. " 

Upon  nbutrar.ixlng  the  towe?  a  Spearhead  puahed  thru  the  wire  to  a  point  be¬ 
tween  perlneter  and  tower,  tst.  pIa''oon  deployed  behind  the  Spearhead  and  to  the 
right  of  the  2d  olatoon.  The  ACmc'a  were  firing  at  targets  of  opportunity  to 
the  front. 

PjfC  I'GUYrlj  (coo).  2d  Co)  (SVa  I'Ou')  "There  were  16  (ooolce,  finance 

clerics  and  quartemaeter)  i.{  ua,  ..lost  of  ue  unarmed  waiting  out  in  the  rioe 
paddies  during  the  battle.  About  G6CO  a  runner  came  out  and  told  us  to  move 
to  the  village  in  the  South  beoause  it  was  to  close  to  dawn  and  ue  would  be 
caught  in  the  open  rice  ..‘ields,  so  they  decided  to  move  into  the  village. 

Shortly  after  ue  moved  into  the  village  we  uura  comprooiaed  and  surrounded  by 
government  troopa." 

"As  soon  as  we  moved  into  the  village  the  Bn  CC  poaltloned  the  troopa  and 
ordered  then  to  dig  in  with  0/h  cover  and  prepare  to  defend  their  positions. 

I  was  positioned  with  the  Bn  h;;  element  which  ue  dug  In  one  man  holes  at  one 
And  two  meter  intervals  on  either  side  of  a  village  street.  Then  1  started 
preparing  food  for  the  tr'Xipe." 

"About  seven  or  eight  o'clock  the  American  forces  started  to  move  in. 
However,  the  Americans  then  withdrew." 

r«ntuiin  Jaekeon  "As  it  got  light  you  could  see  tluit  some  of  the  die  hards 

were  still  trying  to  coae  in  but  the  others  had  got  the  message.  The  kVa  were 

moving  out  into  the  rloj  paddles.  Then  we  were  supported  by  gunships  firing 
into  thJ  rice  paddles.  Snoopy  (C-47)  sprayed  right  on  top  of  the  NVA.  The  NVA 
were  exposed  in  the  rice  paddles.  The  NVA  were  firing  back  but  it  was  sporadic." 

Pf'C  wmie  K.  Cfx  '2nd  Pit)  "we  led  out  of  the  perimeter  to  check  the 

tower  but  ue  were  told  hat  the  area  was  mlnsd.  We  moved  into  a  trench,  the 

Qooks  seemed  to  have  been  pushed  out  eo  ue  mads  ecxie  chicken  soup  and  ate 
breakfast." 

SGM  Arthurs  "w'e  landed  and  tagged  onto  the  rifle  company.  It  was  first 
light.  A  few  udnutea  before,  the  Lieutenant  Colonel  Robert  L.  Whltbeck  who 
commanded  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade’s  319th  Airborne  Field  Artillery  Battalion 
was  shot  and  klUeci  by  an  NVA  soldier  with  an  automatic  weapon  (Ah- 47).  It 
was  on  thla  spot  tliat  LTC  Johnson  chose  for  hie  first  Cemaand  Post.  We  aet  up 
on  top  of  a  huge  rockpile  on  the  edge  of  the  perimeter  nearest  the  enesy  in  order 
to  offer  maxliiium  visibility." 

1LT  Franff  (Aided*  casqp  to  Brigadier  General  Loo  H.  Sebveiter)  "Ue 

landed  at  TUY  HuA  North  airfield  behind  the  aid  station  and  General  Leo  H. 
Schwelter  was  met  by  Colonel  Johnson  and  LXCVeron  Walters  Deputy  Senior  Pro¬ 
vidence  Advisor." 

"We  moved  up  to  check  bunker  positions.  General  Schwelter  iiispeoted  tbs 
bunker  position  (we  were  still  getting  occasional  fire).  Than  we  moved  up  to 
the  radar  site  and  then  moved  to  the  left  front  of  the  perimeter  behind  a  small 
rock  pile.  The  47th  ARVH  Regt  Co  came  up  and  General  Scmweltar,  Col  Nugyun 
Van  £a  and  LTC  Johnson  started  confering  when  mortar  fire  came  in  ao  they  moved 
to  the  bunker.  They  decided  to  prepare  an  overlay  of  ARVN  poaltlona  for  LTC 
Johnson  and  discussed  coordination  of  nameuver  of  allied  elements  to  seal  the 
area  off.  Ue  didn't  know  exact  size  of  enemy  force,  expected  an  enemy  coeipany. 
LTC  Johnson  presented  hi.e  scheme  of  maneuver  which  the  General  acknowledged. 

Then  went  to  the  chopper  to  coordinate  with  other  allied  forces." 

sa-i  Arthurs  "General  Schwelter  and  hie  group  bad  been  in  oiv  CP  area, 
coordinating  with  the  groiuid  commanders  concerned,  and  making  an  estimate  of 
the  situation." 
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The  eirea  h«ti  been  neutralized  by  C730.  The  cn  Coimnder  then  gave  CPT 
Jaokaon  the  olaalon  of  clearing  the  village  aouth  of  TUY  UOA  North  airfield 
and  clearing  the  village  to  the  north.  Captain  Jaokaon  ordered  the  2d  nlatoon 
with  the  Spearhead  aa  acout  to  clear  the  eouthera  village  and  the  1at  platoon 
underlie  Proffitt  to  clear  the  village  to  the  north. 

It  waa  about  0800  when  the  Spearhead  moved  out  behind  the  Rehabilitation 
Center.  The  Spearhead  led  in  a  diamond  fo.nation  followed  by  IT  Green 'a  2d 
platoon  in  a  wide  column.  They  moved  up  towarda  the  aoutheaatem  aide  of  the 
village, 

SCT  Plank  "We  saw  aome  dead  Cooke  when  we  paesed  the  prieon  compound  (on 
the  eaateru  aide) .  Some  lega  eaid  there  waa  a  KG  down  to  the  eouth,  Ue  aav 
•moke  oQDlng  from  the  direction  of  the  village.  We  moved  along  the  dirt  road." 

SGT  Cook  "The  Spearhead  waa  In  an  echelon  left  about  100  metera  in  front  of 
the  2d  platoon.  Mahon  was  on  the  road.  Plank  waa  on  the  left,  Cox  to  the  right 
ae  we  swept  towarde  the  village  this  put  one  man  on  the  high  ground  (Mahon)  and 
one  in  the  village  (Cox).  The  2d  platoon  was  following  in  2  files.  Mahon  was 
moving  out  at  the  double  time,  the  rest  of  us  were  having  trouble  keeping  up. 

We  saw  the  graveyard  on  the  hill  and  hahon  was  on  the  ridgeline.  All  of  a  sudden 
I  sew  somo  movement  and  Killer  fKohon)  had  jumped  a  bunch  of  i.VA  in  boles.  i 
threw  a  grenade  in  the  first  hole  and  Killer  knocked  out  two  boles  real  quick, 
the  h'VA  were  facing  in  the  wrong  dlreotion.  Killer  was  grabbing  Cooks  weapons 
and  killing  them  with  their  own  weapon,  he  took  an  AK>47  and  jaimaed  it  in  a 
Cooke  mouth  and  blew  his  head  off.  In  the  next  bole  the  Gook  was  waiting  on 
him  and  they  shot  each  othar.  The  Gook  died  and  Killer  was  wounded.  The  rest 
of  the  Gooks  who  we  hadn't  killed  fragging  the  holes  jumped  up  ax^  ranr  the 
ARVh'a  on  the  next  hill  took  them  under  fire.  1  know  we  killed  five  right  there. 
The  ARVWa  came  over  and  stripped  tue  bodiee.  Killer  kept  yelling  for  s  weapon 
so  ha  could  go  back  and  kill  more.  The  AAVK'a  evacuated  Killer." 

PPG  Cox  "Juet  before  Killer  got  on  top  of  the  KVA  bolea  the  ARVNa  on  the 
hill  waved  their  arma  and  yelled  'Bsaucoup  VC.'  We  threw  frags  and  WF  then 
turned  towards  the  village  and  etopped.  I  only  bad  a  .4$  automatlo.  So  I 
picked  up  a  Cook  rifle," 

"We  moved  up  into  the  village  and  fired  up  a  likely  bole,  a  but  and  hedge- 
line.  I  pulled  a  grenade  and  saw  a  little  old  lady  m  a  bole,  i  ran  her  off 
and  than  tossed  the  grenade  Into  a  hut.  We  "loved  beck  and  started  firing  dnwn 
into  the  KVA  in  the  village." 

The  2d  platoon  was  strung  out  in  e  line  east  of  the  village  about  1C0  meters 
frois  the  Tillage.  Aa  the  2d  platoon  closed  on  Spearhead  eoall  arma  end  automatic 
weapons  firs  caaie  from  the  village.  The  2d  platoon  swept  on  towards  the  village, 
LT  Greene  was  trying  to  move  the  platoon  on  line.  As  they  moved  up  next  to  a 
grava  SP4  Ralph  W.  Meadar  tha  RTO  waa  hit,  LT  Crvene  moved  towards  Header  and 
be  was  hit,  LT  Greene  was  killed.  Snipers  fired  on  PVT  Robert  b.  Harden  when 
he  moved  The  men  yelled  for  a  medic  but  they  couldn' t  get  one.  Some  of 
the  men  were  begging  to  go  out  to  the  lieutenant  and  RTO  but  the  others  kept 
them  baok  because  of  the  fire. 

pyc  Cox  "We  could  see  the  KVA  jumping  up  and  running  around  going  in  and 
out  of  holes.  If  you  got  on  the  wrong  side  of  the  ridge  you  got  fired  on." 

SSQ  WerraifTnft  "FFC  Tbomaa  U.  Swlnnaa  said  he  spotted  the  anlMr 

that  was  doing  the  damage  but  then  ha  was  hit.  The  medic  (SF5  Caldwell;  moved 
Uf>  and  patched  him  up.  X  moved  down  and  cbeoksd  LT  Greene,  he  waa  dead,  we 
grabbed  Header  while  the  others  laid  down  a  base  of  covering  fire.  While 
Caldwell  wee  working  on  Header  a  tracked  emmunition  carrier  froai  the  artillery 
battery  pulled  up  driven  by  SF4  James  L.  Murplqr  (C-6-32d  Arty).  The  track  piok- 
ad  up  the  wounded  and  evsouated  tbsm.  We  were  in  the  grave  yard  on  top  of  the 
hill  and  bullets  were  bouncing  off  the  toobetonea.  We  started  getting  soaie 
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machine  gun  fire  up  on  the  hill.  A  Cook  lifted  hie  head  up  right  in  front  of 
SSG  Fraiter  and  got  It  blown  away.  The  platoon  laid  down  supprettlve  fire  to 
keep  the  NVA  pinned  down." 

First  knowledge  of  the  contact  the  CO  had  was  when  medics  were  requested 
bjr  SSG  Hartlnovaky  the  hit  NCO.  Captain  Jackson  recalled  the  1st  platoon  frca 
tha  right.  Meanwhile  the  2d  platoon  spread  out  to  form  a  horsshoe  around  the 
village  from  south  to  north  with  the  ARVNe  on  the  high  ground  to  the  south. 

The  recalled  1at  platoon  followed  the  2d  platoon's  route.  Cunshlps  directed 
\3f  American  advisors  with  the  AHVNs  were  working  over  the  village  from  the  air. 

Some  civilians  came  in  from  the  village  and  the  medics  help  patch  up  one 
civilian  male.  The  ARVN  advisor  coordinated  with  the  left  flank  of  Dog  Co. 
(Spearhead)  a^  dlreoted  rooket  firing  helloopters  against  spotted  enemy  poslt- 
ione.  The  men  could  only  pop  up  and  fire.  They  spotted  e  anlper  under  a  board 
with  a  red  scarf  or  bloody  head  firing,  there  was  a  machine  gun  firlrig  behind 
him.  Hand  genades  and  M-79  firs  neutr^lced  tbs  position  but  other  man  (NVA) 
crawled  In  and  filled  the  gap. 

Targets  of  opportunity  were  being  engaged  fay  the  2d  platoon  which  occupied 
the  high  ground  surrounding  the  village.  Flret  eetimatae  put  no  more  than  a 
platoon  of  NVA  In  the  village.  Scrub  and  catus  were  the  only  vegatlon  growing 
on  the  eand  dunes.  The  ueather  was  hot  and  humid.  ISC  Artie  Knight  who  haul 
requested  a  tracked  ammunition  carrier  froei  the  artillery  compound  brought  up 
ammunition  and  evacuated  wounded  with  it.  The  let  platoon  moved  In  and  reli> 
forced  the  right  side  of  2d  platoon.  The  let  platoon  under  LT  Proffitt,  de¬ 
ployed  with  a  man  about  every  8  or  10  yards.  It  wae  about  nine  o'clock  when 
everyone  was  In  position.  Ths  first  casualties  wars  starting  to  corns  In  fras 
the  flank  poeltlona  at  this  time. 

WiJle  the  Ist  platoon  was  moving  In  CPT  Jackson  had  been  unable  to  contact 
LT  Greene  on  the  redlo  so  he  sent  his  XO  1LT  rtiohasl  Burton  over  to  see  what  was 
happening  ai.d  to  Ineure  the  lines  were  tied  in.  When  notified  LT  Greene  was 
dead  CPT  Jaokson  put  LT  Burton  in  oomand.  LT  Burton  vorkad  around  and  tied  In 
with  ths  ARVN  unit.  The  ARVNe  came  up  on  CPT  Jackson's  push  when  LT  Burton 
furnished  the  47  tb  ARVNj  with  a  RTO  and  radio.  CPT  Jackson  then  had  good  grasp 
of  the  situation.  Men  were  firing  on  NVA  in  the  village.  On  third  trip  the 
prime  mover  brought  up  the  60wu  laortars  right  behind  the  hill  and  put  them  into 
action.  The  mortars  Initially  fired  at  a  range  of  300  metere  and  dropped  the 
adjusting  rounds  rlglit  in  the  village.  With  the  correct  rang?  the  mortars  coiv 
menccid  firing  in  3  round  volleys. 

Over  to  the  left  of  the  2d  platoon  the  Spearhead  element  had  set  up  on  a 
dune  with  tha  ARVNe  on  tha  high  ground  to  their  rear.  In  the  right  comer  of 
the  village  they  could  wee  s  sniper  lifting  up  a  tin  cover  and  firing,  they  laid 
heavy  semi  automatic  fire  on  him.  Som  NVA  started  moving  out  of  the  village 
to  the  south  (the  left  of  ths  Spearhead)  and  the  Spearboad  started  receiving 
fire  frcB  them.  The  Spearhead  was  running  low  on  ammunition  when  SCI  Cook  and 
PVT  Jamas  R,  Price  came  up  with  some  moi'e  machine  gun  ammunition.  Tbs  machine 
gun  opened  up  the  village  with  a  heavy  volume  of  flrp  and  the  men  saw  3  KVA  fall. 

The  NVA  were  putting  out  a  lot  of  return  fire.  (Sporadic  fire  whenarer 
there  was  a  lull  from  gunshlp,  mortars  iknd  automatic  weapons) . 

CPT  Jackson  "As  we  set  up  around  the  village  I  advised  LIC  Johnson  of  the 
situation,  the  fire  we  were  rsoelvlng  and  casualties.  1  also  requested  addition¬ 
al  ammo.  Ammo  was  being  resupplied  from  Artillery  compound  and  by  chopper  re¬ 
supply.  Fire  coordination  vas  good  uur  rno.-bars  wt>uld..ceasa  fire  for  gunohlpe, 
their  mlnigtma  and  rockets  were  effective.  1  also  received  a  &-2  report  ofeNVA 
reinforced  platoon  located  in  tha  village." 

"The  Battalion  Commander  Infonied  me  he  wanted  to  put  CS  ges  in  the  village 
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(No  friendly  civilians  In  the  village  had  been  reported  to  the  CO),  LTC  Johnson 
wanted  to  gas  the  village  and  follow  It  up  with  a  company  assault.  He  also  said 
he  was  puttlngCH- 5C3d  on  standby  and  was  sending  up  additional  H'17  masks  so 
saob  man  In  the  company  would  have  one.  he  was  also  sanding  up  a  chemical  team 
with  t-8  portable  CS  gasy  grenade  launchers  and  had  called  for  a  helicopter  to 
drop  gas  also.  CPX  Jackson  rearranged  the  1st  platoon  on  the  north  anl  ths  2d 
platoon  on  ths  easti  the  Spearhead  element  reiaalned  the  furtherast  east.  The 
ARVNs  were  warned  to  pull  back  for  the  gas  attaok.  The  ARVNs  withdrew  but  the 
Popular  Forces  cane  up,  however,  they  drew  back  when  ths  American  ARVN  advisor 
came  up. 

During  the  Interim  30  minutes  apter  LTC  Johnson  informed  CPT  Jackson  of 
the  plan  ths  platoons  were  briefed  and  Issued  xresh  anuunltlon  and  extra  hand 
grensulss.  The  Bnttollon  Chemical  NCO  brought  up  mask  and  the  £-8  laiinchsra 
and  Instructedlhtm  on  thslr  deployment^  masks  ware  Issued  and  the  chemical 
apparatus  set  up.  Ammunition  resupply  and  evacuation  continued  without  stop¬ 
ping.  About  114S  the  Battalion  CO  crawled  up  to  the  Company  CP  and  advised 
CPT  Jackson  to  kick  off  the  attack  at  1200  if  the  ships  were  on  station  at  that 
time  with  the  CS  gas-  Tne  ships  oame  on  station  about  1213  made  3  passes  put- 
ting  gas  east  of  the  village  so  that  the  wind  blew  It  across  ths  village.  Ths 
3d  pass  was  the  signal  to  ignite  the  company  gas  apparatus.  The  company  gas 
firing  was  ths  signal  for  attack. 

CPT  Jackson  "I  monltersd  a  radio  measage  from  the  S-3  section  to  the  Bn  CO 
of  an  NVA  Co.  In  the  village. " 

SPb  Danirv  SuHdrath  (51st  Chem  Det)  "We  were  notifisd  about  11:30  that  the 
4th  Bn  wanted  some  CS  dropped.  They  fiu^shed  xis  coordinates  and  we  loaded  10 
oases  (14  grenades  to  a  case  with  pins  pulled  and  wrapped  with  det  cord  which 
was  fired  with  blasting  caps  with  20  second  fuze)  which  we  had  pre  stocked.  We 
flaw  ever  the  area  and  they  told  us  where  to  drop  it.  we  made  3  passes  and 
threw  out  one  case  from  either  side  os  ths  let  pass  at  an  altitude  of  1800  fsst. 
They  exploded  right  over  the  village.  Then  we  made  two  more  passes  and  dumped 
the  rest.  The  affect  looked  like  a  big  cloud  covering  the  village.  Most  sU 
of  it  landed  on  the  eastern  edge  of  the  vUlage  and  blew  across  it  as  the  wind 
was  blowing  from  east  to  west." 

PFC  Cox  "When  the  aRVNs  moved  beck  during  the  gas  attack  ths  NVA  tried 
to  follow  up  but  1  stopped  them  again  with  my  MC." 

D  Company  assaulted  the  village  from  the  north  with  ths  mission  of  clearing 
the  vUlsge  to  the  south  and  to  ths  river.  Supporting  fires  from  ths  ARVNs  were 
to  shift  fires  south  as  US  troops  advanced,  all  but  one  squad  of  2d  platoon  had 
Bhlfted  north  to  attack  with  1st  platoon.  Dus  to  the  toll  in  casualties  ISG 
Knight  was  put  in  charge  of  the  left  flank  element.  The  1st  platoon  under  ILT 
Proffitt  was  in  the  middle.  The  2d  platoon  under  SSC  Hlloslav  Martinos)^  was  on 
the  right  flank,  the  CP  was  In  the  middle.  LT  Burton  was  In  charge  of  coordina¬ 
tion  with  tbs  47th  ARVN  Regt  on  the  left. 

CPT  Jaekaon  *It  was  hot  in  those  mask  and  the  men  were  crouching  down  in 
aead,  sweating  in  the  beat.  1  ordered  every  other  man  to  throw  a  grenade  and 
than  assault.  When  ths  gss  launchers  fired  I  jisped  up,  threw  s  grenade  and 
yelled  'Lete  go. '  I  realized  that  the  men  might  not  assault  at  the  some  time 
thus  causing  half  of  the  assault  element  to  go  on  line  and  tbs  remainder  to 
lay  and  ponder  on  the  Idea.  1  realized  if  they  saw  me  up  and  moving  in  thslr 
midst  this  would  instill  them  to  push  over  the  bill  into  the  assault  without 
hesitation,  thus  activating  tbelr  military  training  and  reaction.  Every  other 
nan  threw  a  grenade  over  the  hill  and  began  a  walking  assault.  As  the  men  went 
over  ^ths  hill  the  village  was  partially  masked  by  smoke  from  the  gas.  Contact 
on  tlu  right  flank  was  sspsolally  heavy  as  vs  hit  ths  outskirts  of  the  village. 
Then  as  we  moved  into  tbs  vUlags  ths  asn  broke  into  3  and  4  man  teams  keeping 
in  a  pretty  even  line.” 
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The  paratroopera.  moved  down  the  hill  on  line,  receiving  fire  from  the  middle 
of  the  village.  Several  men  were  hit  and  othera  pulled  them  back  to  aid.  Aa 
the  paratroopera  moved  down  the  bill  one  man  grabbed  up  an  AK-47  and  as  a  NVA 
Jump^  out  of  a  hole  be  tried  to  fire  but  the  Chinese  weapon  Jammed.  The  NVA 
ran  around  a  corner  into  another  group  of  charging  paratroopera,  he  doubled  beck 
and  the  trooper's  AK-47  Jammed  again,  finally  he  cleared  it  In  time  to  blast  the 
fleeing  enemy  soldier.  When  questioned  by  hie  CO  aa  to  why  be  was  using  the 
AK-47  instead  of  hia  H-16  the  paratrooper  drawled  "Just  wanted  to  try  his  weapon 
Sir,  ain't  never  killed  a  man  with  hia  own  gvin  before." 

The  Company  Commander  led  hia  group  down  the  third  row  of  huts.  LT  Proffitt 
led  hia  platoon  down  on  the  right  side.  LTC  Johnson  and  hia  party  aocompanled 
the  assault  and  set  up  his  CF  on  the  edge  of  the  village, 

ffPT  jartavB  "  AB  we  moved  into  ttje  village  the  team  on  my  left  eliminated 
a  hooch  with  3  NVA  inside.  Aa  they  moved  around  to  the  left  side  of  the  hooch 
one  of  the  team  members  (PVT  Battle)  spotted  a  NVA  coming  out  of  a  spider  hole 
to  his  left  flank  about  3  meters  away.  He  whirled  to  bis  left  and  shot  him  in 
the  head  Just  as  the  gook  threw  a  hand  grenade.  About  sir  men  were  on  his 
right  and  when  he  fired  everyone  dove  for  cover  In  «1 l  four  dlrtctlona.  1  moved 
towards  the  right  flank  and  came  upon  a  team  pinned  down  on  both  sides  of  a 
hooch.  I  told  them  to  move  out  but  they  hesitated  and  1  said  'Follow  ma'.  I 
led  out  around  the  right  side  of  the  hooch  directing  fire  to  the  suspected  areas 
of  hostile  fore.  As  I  fired  to  my  front  they  maneuvered  to  my  left  and  placed 
a  heavy  volume  of  fire  in  the  suapeoted  area  causing  it  to  be  neutralized. 

ISO  ArUs  Kniaht  Jr  "I  hit  the  left  flarJt  we  went  in  on  the  laet  building. 

As  we  got  there  we  broke  contact  with  the  right.  As  we  kept  moving  in  we  kept 
getting  more  fire  from  the  right.  We  couldn't  get  commo  with  the  right.  LT 
Burton,  who  was  observing  the  action  from  his  left  flank  OF,  and  I  agreed  over 
the  radio  we  ahoiild  link  up  with  the  right  and  wheel  right  but  only  if  we  could 
contact  them.  We  were  taking  wounded  then.  1  ran  around  and  comy  to  tbs  right. 
Oca  man  was  Just  clearing  a  spider  bole  for  the  second  time.  Ua  then  planned 
to  vhsel  right  but  SOT  Tucker  galled  and  said  Big  6  said  to  move  back  and  bum 
everything." 

CFI  Jackson  "The  teams  were  about  half  through  the  vUXagi  when  the  right 
side  bogged  down  while  the  left  still  advanced.  It  looked  like  the  NVA  bad 
withdrawn  into  the  Battalion  CP  area  in  a  group  of  30  or  4C.  When  the  right 
flank  hit  the  NVA  CP  area  they  began  to  take  casualties.  I  sdlsd  oaek  to  Bn 
CO  and  advised  him  the  right  flank  had  bogged  down  and  was  taking  casualties. 

Then  we  began  to  take  causualties  on  tlie  left.  NVA  were  coming  out  of  epider 
holes  at  a  range  of  10  and  15  feet.  Our  only  advantage  was  that  the  NVA 
to  come  out  of  their  boles  arms  first  and  the  men  were  picking  them  out  the 
comer  of  their  eye  and  wheeling  to  the  flank  and  chopping  them  down.  The  big¬ 
gest  problem  was  making  the  assault  with  the  protective  mask  on.  The  KVA  posi¬ 
tions  were  well  camouflaged  and  further  helped  ty  smoke  from  the  burning  huts. 

PFC  NGUI3I  (NVA  POW)  "Our  people  were  well  concealed  and  dug  in  and  fired 
sparingly  and  accurately  aa  opposed  tc  the  Americans  which  had  to  move  in  the 
open  and  fireja  lot  in  a  confused  manner,  four  own  mortars  wounded  seme  of  your 
people . " 

"When  they  used  the  gaa  against  us  we  didn't  have  any  masks.  Some  men  used 
damp  towels  and  this  protected  them.  Those  that  didn't  have  towels  the  gas  was 
very  uncomfortable,  it  made  their  eyes  water  and  nose  bairn,  but  it  didn't  cause 
any  confusion  in  the  HQ." 

Hue  to  the  hot  hlmid  condition  and  burning  huts  the  gas  rose  fairly  fast 
and  between  the  smoke  (created  by  the  burning  debris  in  the  village  from  the 
aupporting  fires)  and  the  gas  the  paratroopers  had  enough  cover  to  allow  them 
to  move  over  the  top  of  the  hill  and  pass  the  outer  NVA  defense.  Once  inside 
close  in  house  to  house  fighting  commenced.  The  maneuver  scheme  was  to  move  one 
team  right  or  loft  and  cover  the  adJ.\oent  team. 
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CPT  Jackion  "Woridng  in  team  to  mutually  support  each  other,  the  teasM 
would  neutralise  a  position  from  the  flank  that  bad  a  team  to  their  right  or 
left  pinned  down.  When  it  was  neutralised  the  team  in  that  sector  would  move 
forward  and  support  from  the  flank  the  advancement  of  a  team  on  their  right  or 
left." 

The  troopers  worded  from  hut  throwing  frag  grenades  and  occasional  CS 
grenades.  On  the  left  after  a  CS  grenade  had  been  discharged  two  men  ran  out 
of  a  hut  without  weapons  SGT  Odon  grabbed  one  and  tied  him  up  and  SP4  Harry  I. 
Fower  III  grabbed  the  other  one. 

The  NVA  started  drawing  back  to  their  CP  which  was  to  the  advancing  para¬ 
troopers  right  flank  and  fron  there  started  putting  out  a  heavy  voluana  of  fire. 

The  CO  loet  communications  with  ths  left  flank  and  not  being  abreaat  of 
the  eltuatlon  the  CO  called  his  reservea  (compoead  of  LT  Burton,  1  equad  from 
2d  platoon  and  Spearhaad  elamant).  They  came  from  their  position  on  the  eoutb- 
eaet  elds  of  the  village  and  followed  in  beiilnd  the  compel^.  The  Compel^ 
Commander  got  eeparatod  from  the  company  HTO  but  still  had  contact  with  the 
^ttallon  CO.  ha  advised  him  that  right  flank  was  bogged  down  and  he  wae  aoviiig 
in  that  dlractlon  to  determine  the  situation.  Aftsr  reaching  the  right  flank 
which  was  under  heavy  fire  ha  determined  he  was  stopped  cold  and  was  taking  heavy 
oaaualtiaa. 

CPT  Jackaon  "I  was  separated  from  tha  company  RTO  and  had  to  switch  the 
battalion  radio  to  the  comsny  net.  Thle  brought  me  abreaet  of  the  complets 
aituatlon,  the  right  flank  had  to  be  moved  ao  I  ordered  my  reserves  (LT  Burton, 
one  aquad  from  the  2d  platoon  and  tha  Spearhead  alemant)  to  come  up." 

"Tha  right  flank  was  completely  atopped.  Platoon  Leader  Proffitt  said  ha 
had  a  lot  of  men  wounded.  Wc  were  in  the  middle  of  the  villagn  and  I  asked  for 
a  pack  count  to  the  right.  The  count  came  back  eight.  I  couldn't  vlsnalise 
just  eight,  ,  ,  then  the  count  ease  back  again:  twelve,  four  of  which  were 
dead." 

SrtG  Arthur  "The  combat  troopers  of  Company  D  ware  slther  dead,  serioualy 
wounded,  lightly  wounded,  pinned  down  or  otherwise  so  busily  engaged  fighting 
the  enemy  at  tola  point  that  there  was  no  detail  available  to  carry  grenadas. 
Major  Oerding,  our  S3  Officer,  and  1  decided  that  we  would  deliver  the  grenedes. 
He  would  take  coma  to  the  center  portion  of  the  line,  and  I  had  about  a  sirty 
yard  daah  to  makt  with  mine." 

"Along  about  this  tima  General  Scbvelter  arrived  on  the  aceoe.  I  have 
nevar  aeen  a  Oeneral  Just  a  few  yards  from  where  his  troops  were  slaying  and 
being  alain  before,  but  1  can't  say  that  now." 

U  Akara  "That  afternoon  abotit  1300  hours,  we  went  back  and  lazslad  and 
the  General  asked  me  if  1  thought  we  could  find  the  4th  Battalion's  CP.  I  said 
it  would  most  likely  be  forward.  So  the  General  said  let's  go.  The  artillery 
amsunltion  carrier  came  by  with  aiamunl  tion  so  1  suggested  Jumping  aboard.  He 
Juried  on  the  back  of  tbe  ammunition  carrier.  We  could  bear  heavy  firing  from 
attacking  paratroopers  being  answered  by  occasional  heavy  NVA  fire.  Then  we  saw 
SGH  Arthurs  directing  tbe  track  to  his  position  Just  behind  the  crest  of  the 
hill  so  that  you  could  wee  the  village  freo  tbe  track  but  it  was  in  hull  down 
behind  tbe  hill." 

"General  Scbwelter  Jumped  out  of  the  track  and  we  spotted  LTC  Johnson  lo 
oated  on  tbe  forward  slope  of  a  sand  dune  near  the  edge  of  tbe  village  with  a 
radio  on  bis  back.  Us  started  to  run  down  to  LTC  Johnson.  Then  SGH  Arthurs 
came  around  and  yelled  'General  you  shouldn't  be  down  here,  there's  a  lot  of 
firing  going  on. ' " 
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"General  Schwaiter  continued  onto  LTC  Johnson' e  position.  They  oonfsred 
at  the  northeast  comer  of  the  village.  There  was  still  some  gas  in  the  ares, 

LTC  Johnson  informed  the  General  that  the  NVA  were  still  offering  heavy  resl^ 
tance  and  that  he  felt  that  there  was  at  least  a  company.  They  .moved  behind  the 
wall  of  the  first  hut.  While  they  were  talking  a  burst  of  Anr-47  fire  came  over 
their  heads.  I  turned  around  and  yelled  to  iCT  hunpreys  (4th  Battalion's  chei^ 
ical  t.CO)  and  the  -'.tn  up  the  hill  behind  him." 

"tieyl  Didn't  that  ccrce  from  behind  us?" 

"BGT  Humpreys  said,  '!<  e',  I  told  him  to  get  someone  up  there  and  get  the 
sniper.  Then  I  crawltd  up  the  hill  and  directed  some  fire  against  the  snipers 
position  and  they  received  no  more  fire  from  it.  As  I  returned  1  saw  a  man 
staggering  up  the  lane  between  the  hut.  1  recognized  SGT  Houtz  of  the  Battalion 
S3,  he  was  holding  hie  right  side.  1  directed  him  over  and  examined  bis  wound 
(a  frag  wound  in  the  back).  We  then  called  a  medic  over  who  bandaged  his  back 
and  prepared  morphine ,  But  the  SGT  said  ' Don ' t  waste  it  on  me . '  The  SOT  refused 
aid  and  told  me  there  were  several  guys  about  15  meters  down  in  the  village.  He 
said  he'd  tried  to  bring  some  out  but  couldn't.  Ke  said,  'Someone's  got  to  get 
them  out.  There's  a  couple  of  guys  real  bad,  one  of  them  had  a  bead  wound.'" 

"1  slung  oiy  CAR- 15  and  ran  down  the  lane  and  picked  up  the  man  with  a  head 
woimd.  Another  paratrooper  materialized  with  a  stretcher  and  we  loaded  the  man 
on  and  moved  back  to  the  track.  When  I  got  there  there  were  two  or  three  other 
woimded  around  it  waiting  for  evacuation  and  a  medic  to  load  the  track." 

"SMC  Arthura  came  up  yelling  for  a  stretcher.  We  broke  up  to  aearch  for  a 
stretcher  or  anything  to  carry  a  man  with.  I  went  to  the  left  where  I  saw  Major 
Oerdlng  (Battalion  S3)  who  was  also  looking  for  a  stretcher.  I  picked  up  a  bae- 
kmt  and  ran  back.  SGM  Arthurs  and  I  ran  back  into  tbs  viUsgs  with  the  basket 
but  it  didn't  work.  The  man  was  wounded  in  the  chest  and  face.  SOM  Artburt 
and  1  started  carrying  him  up  by  arms  and  Major  Oerdlng  picked  up  hie  feet.  We 
got  all  the  wounded  loaded  up  when  the  SGM  saw  the  am.i.o  hadn’t  been  unloaded. 

They  unloaded  part  of  the  ammo  and  grenades." 

"I  ran  back  to  the  General  and  euggeeted  we  go  back  on  the  truck.  The 

General^I  got  In  the  track  and  it  turned  around  and  started  moving.  As  we  ap¬ 

proached  the  helicopters,  I  signaled  the  dustoff  helicopter  to  start  up.  The 
General  and  1  helped  load  the  wounded  alnee  moat  of  the  men  were  in  shock.  After 
the  wounded  were  loaded  on  the  dustoff  chnpnsr  tha  flenaral  t.onV  ?  walking 
wounded  with  him  and  ue  flew  off  to  brief  the  XFr'V  Commanding  General." 

SGM  Arthurs  "General  Schwelter  and  the  Colonel  decided  that  being  as 
there  were  too  many  of  them  and  theywerdwell  emplaced,  that  we  would  withdraw, 
stay  on  the  high  ground  to  prevent  the  oneogr  froo  escaping,  and  bring  in  aliw. 
atrll-.es." 

Before  General  Schutiter  left  be  and  LTC  Johnson  Instructed  the  men  to 
Ixim  all  the  huts  on  the  left  where  the  sniper  fire  was  coming  from, 

CfT  Jackson  "The  Colonel  came  down  into  the  CP  area  to  verify  the  with¬ 

drawal.  However,  anipers  had  the  area  zeroed  in  and  the  men  were  getting  hit 
when  they  tried  to  move.  The  area  wae  covered  in  rubble  and  smoke  from  the 
burning  huts.” 

SGM  Arthurs:  "We  found  CFT  Jimmy  Jackson  and  LTC  Johnson  set  his  CP  up 
right  there  with  him.  After  the  battle,  prisoners  showed  us  the  enamy  battalion 
CP.  We  couldn't  have  h.en  more  than  25  yards  from  it.  The  enemy  put  some  of 
the  closest  licks  on  lu  at  timit  point,  moving  into  that  area,  and  1  thought  we 
had  had  it," 

"LTC  Johnson  briefed  CPT  Jackson.  He  told  him  we  weren't  leaving  as  long 
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ae  there  vae  still  one  wounded  Garonl  lo  trooper  in  the  village,  but  we  would 
make  an  orderly,  iillltary  withdrawal,  flght.ng  our  way  out  and  put  airstrlkee 
In  on  the  foe.  At  this  point,  It  la  impossible  to  ascertain  how  many  of  them 
we  had  killed  and/or  wounded,  but  Just  about  evtrybody  ue  saw  after  the  battle 
had  bullet  holes  in  them.  Company  D's  paratroopers  were  nobody's  patsy.  Chai^ 
lea  paid  olf  with  compound  interest  for  every  casualty  he  exacted  from  us." 

CPT  Jaekeon  "RTO  Roney  Sinith  was  hit  and  LT  Proffitt  put  fire  in  the  area 
where  the  rounds  came  from.  Then  he  was  hit.  We  put  more  f-re  into  the  area 
aixi  1  ordered  IT  Proffitt  to  go  back  and  guide  the  reserves  in  so  we  could 
execute  the  withdrawal." 

The  reserves  ceme  unaer  fire  as  they  came  in.  The  CP  group  and  the  last 
elements  on  the  right  flank  were  preparing  to  withdraw  when  a  grenade  came  in 
and  auduenly  exploded.  PPC  Richard  Cooney  a  oachlnegunner  wae  wounded  in  the  - 
arm.  SGT  Jamei  £.  Rosenback  ..as  hit  In  the  foot.  The  explosion  ignited  a  CS 
grenade  hanging  on  PVT  Arthur  blllott's  chest.  CPT  Jackson  at  first  thought  it 
was  a  l«F  grenade  but  the  gas  came  spinning  out  amidst  the  command  group  and 
covering  party.  Those  who  had  taken  off  maaks  were  scrambling  to  mask.  As  soon 
as  the  men  masked  they  evaciated  the  wounded  and  resumed  their  covering  fire. 

The  reinforcements  had  stopped  and  started  evacuation  of  the  wounded  on  the 
right  flank  which  was  not  what  the  CO  had  in  mind.  Smoke  and  obstables  kept 
the  CO  from  aeeing  and  the  CS  grenade  had  caused  everyone  to  withdraw  about  10 
feet. 


CPT  Jaekeon  "hlements  from  the  left  eector  under  command  of  the  1.st  Sgt 
reached  the  Co.  CP  group  first,  when  they  met  the  wounded  frets  the  right  sector 
on  the  way  to  the  rear,  they  thought  it  was  the  right  sector  withdrawing  in 
total  so  they  helped  evectiate  the  wounded.  IT  Burton  realised  this  was  not  the 
entire  right  sector  by  communicating  with  me  over  the  radio.  He  pushed  the  re¬ 
serves  over  the  hill  to  my  location.  Sgt  Cook  volunteered  to  cover  the  with- 
drewal  alone  but  I  told  him  I  would  be  the  last  one  out  of  this  vlllegs  but  he 
wee  wsloome  to  stay  with  me.  We  covered  the  withdrawal  of  the  remaining  elements 
of  the  right  sector  and  the  relief  force,  Sgt  Cook  and  I  would  withdraw  by  leaps 
sad  bouzkle  firing  ae  we  went. 

The  reserves  were  to  have  covered  the  right  flat^  withdrawal.  Then  about 
a  squad  under  ISG  Knight  came  up.  CPT  Jackson  went  up  with  SGT  Burl  Barnes  and 
they  found  out  Elliott  was  dead, 

gf?  ”We  commenced  an  orderly  withdrawal  ty.fire  and  maneuver. 

When  SGT  Cook  and  1  reached  the  last  building  I  saw  SGT  Praizer  and  Barnes  cos>- 
Ing  up  left  side  of  the  village.  We  covered  them  out.  Then  they  sprinted  over 
the  hill.  1  couldn't  see  anyone  else.  Everyone  alive  and  wounded  bad  been 
taken  out  so  1  turned  and  went  back  over  the  hill." 

"We  reorganized  the  line  on  the  same  location  that  the  attack  bad  been 
launched  from.  The  c<Mpany  and  suffered  29  or  30  casualties  dxirlng  the  attack. 
Six  dead  were  left  in  the  village.” 

LI  Burton  "The  company  pulled  back  over  the  hill  to  the  east  of  the  FOU 
Comp  on  line  while  C  Company  deployed  along  the  airstrip,  while  waiting  on  the 
air  strike." 

CPT  Pa^  R.  Robinson  (FR  6^049,  F-lOO  Pilot,  303th  TAG  Fighter  Squadron, 

Tuy  Hoa  AFB) "Ue  were  on  alert  with  our  two  FlOC'e  sitting  on  the  end  of  the 
atrip.  My  ship  carried  four  Hark  82's  (SOO  pound  high  drag  bcobs)  and  sy  wing 
nan  (CPT  Robert  E.  Humphreys)  carried  4  napolna  (7CX)  pounds).  We  both  bad  1600 
rounds  of  2Cffim.  At  1330  hours,  we  scrambled  oa  alert  for  action  at  Tiy  Hoa  with 
instructlona  to  contact  TOHTO  03,  the  Forward  Air  Controller." 
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"We  held  for  ten  or  fifteen  rainutea  over  the  area  waiting  for  three  birds 
(FlOC's)  from  the  Bien  Hoa  AFB  (3d  TAC  fighter  Ulng).  The  r'AC  briefed  us  on  the 
target  and  layout  and  we  made  a  dry  run  from  north  to  south  at  300  knots  at 
about  yoC  feet.  Then  we  made  three  hot  runs,  hitting  the  pickle  button  (bomb 
release).  The  first  pas^  I  dropped  two  500  pound  bombs  and  one  each  on  the  next 
two  passes.  My  wlngman  did  the  same  with  his  napalm.  Then  we  held  high  and  dry." 

"The  birds  from  Bien  Hoa  arrived  and  the  FAC  reported  troops  running  into 
the  rice  paddies  so  they  dropped  their  bombs  in  the  rice  paddies  next  to  the 
village.  He  then  made  BCknm  atraflng  runs  over  the  rice  paddlee  with  explosive 
20Dm  cannons.  One  of  the  pilots  said  he  saw  about  20  (NVA)  on  the  edge  of  the 
Tillage  and  in  the  rice  paddles.  CPT  Humphiey's  said  when  he  releases  bis  first 
napalm  be  saw  several  people  coming  out  of  a  building  where  his  bomb  was  going. 

As  we  left,  3  sore  ships  from  Phu  Cat  came  on  station." 

PFC  Mfluvyi  (NVA  POU)  "The  airstrikes  caused  many  casualties.  Tou  dropped 
a  1000  pound  (500  pound)  bomb  almost  in  the  mlddlo  of  the  HQ  section  and  followed 
it  2  or  3  minutes  by  a  fire  bomb,  followed  by  aircraft  guns.  I  was  wounded  Uy 
the  1000  pound  bomb.  It  killed  political  officer  and  the  Battalion  CO  aide  and 
I  heard  it  wounded  the  Battalion  CO.  The  fire  bomb  landed  two  beds  away  from  me. 

The  fire  was  bitting  within  Inches  of  me  and  burned  me  on  the  arm  andcfoot.  Tha 
aircraft  guns  bit  me  in  the  back  (20Dm).  1  think  most  of  the  Battalion  Staff  was 
killed  or  wounded  by  the  airstrikes.  I  Just  laid  there  until  the  Government 
troops  found  ise." 

At  about  1530  D  and  C  Company  Commanders  conducted  an  aerial  recon  of  the 
village  and  were  briefed  on  the  method  of  attack.  C  Company  was  scheduled  to 
attack  from  the  northeast  to  the  stream.  The  alrstrlkee  came  and  C  Company  swung 
around  to  get  In  position.  While  moving  south  to  get. in  position  they  received 
some  fire  fram  their  flank.  It  was  neutralized.  They  maneuvered  up  to  their 
assault  position  and  oeployed  on  line.  C/4- 503d 's  Slrnm  mortars  went  into  action 
and  started  placing  effective  fires  on  the  vlllago.  D  Company  moved  into  posit* 
iontrylng  to  stay  off  the  gun  target  Una,  About  1630  hours,  Dog  Company  received 
instructions  to  deploy  into  attack  position.  Their  strength  was  now  about  44 
effectives.  C  CooqMLiiy  started  taklrg  casualties  once  they  were  in  position.  CPT 
Jackson  crawled  forward  to  tho  orginal  OP  and  was  maneuvering  the  left  and  right 
flank  up.  Then  word  came  from  LTC  Johnson  to  pull  beck  for  more  air  and  artillery 
strikes.  While  CPT  Jackson  issued  instructions  the  81mm  were  still  firing.  A 
short  round  came  in  and  tiit  Dog'#  left  flank.  The  round  hit  between  the  right 
portion  of  the  left  flank  and  the  right  portion  of  the  Company  CP  elsment  that 
was  Just  getting  to  withdraw.  Fifteen  casualties  were  caused  by  the  short 
round  and  Dog  Company  was  rendered  combat  ineffective.  Dog  Compaiy  withdrew  to  a 
perimeter  across  the  dirt  road  next  to  the  airstrip  and  c  Compesy  remained  In 
position  dug  in.  The  company  set  up  a  360  degree  perimeter  for  the  night. 

The  ARVN  Forces  (Ist  and  2nd  Bn  47th  ARVN  Regt)  made  an  attack  on  the  village 
but  they  started  taking  casualties  and  LTC  Johnson  had  them  withdraw  and  called  in 
more  airstrikes.  SNOOPI  and  artillery  iUxsiinated  and  fired  on  the  vtUage  all 
night.  ARVN  Forces  remained  in  position  to  the  south. 

B  Company  was  lifted  into  Tty  Hoa  North  at  C800  the  next  morning  and  elements 
of  0  Company,  l6tb  Armor  arrived.  The  plan  was  to  conduct  an  assault  on  tha  vlll- 
aga  in  armored  personnel  carriers.  B  Compnay  occupied  Dog  Ccmpanlea  former  poolt- 
ion.  The  attack  was  to  take  place  at  1000  hours  with  the  APC's  ->---*»< "g  the  eneey's 
first  line  and  the  paratroopers  to  assault  from  them  and  sweep  the  village. 

Before  the  attack  could  taJce  place  the  47th  ARVN  moved  up  aixl  occupied  the 
village  against  light  opposition.  B  Company  and  C  Coeipany  also  swept  the  village 
and  mopped  the  area, 

PFC  Tirvun  (NVA  PCM)  "The  remains  of  the  Battalion  tried  to  escape  in  wall 
groups  thru  the  rice  psMiss  to  the  west  end  back  into  the  mountains.” 
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"When  the  47th  KhVK  moved  in  I  heard  a  lot  of  firing.  I  was  afreld  they'd 
shoot  me  before  they  realized  I  wasn't  going  to  reeist." 

13.  Reaultai  The  morning  of  31  January,  Dog  Company  mustered  at  an  effect¬ 
ive  strength  of  2  officers  and  38  enlisted.  They  sufferd  14  Kibl  (2  were  attached 
personnel)  and  44  WHA.  KVA  casualties  were:  189  KIA  CBC)  and  31  POU's,  77  NVA 
KIA  (BC)  were  credited  to  the  173d  Airborne  Brigade.  A  large  number  of  small  arms 
\AK-47's,  SKS  carbines)  crew  serve  weapons  and  equipment  were  captured  along  with 
2  82mm  mortars.  US  equipment  losses  were:  12  14-16  rifles,  S  .^.-60  machine  guns, 

14  ,43  caliber  pistols,  1  90mFi  recoilless  rifle,  2  watches,  2  compasses  (14-2)  and 
three  sets  of  binoculars. 

14.  Battle  of  Tuy  Hoa  North  was  characterized  by  rapid  reaction, 
aggreseinese,  bravery  and  fire  power.  However  on  the  minus  side  better  and  more 
rapid  intelligence  and  perhaps  a  heavier  and  longer  boob  bardment  of  CS  would  have 
been  more  successful.  There  were  also  additional  weapons  and  units  in  the  area 
tdd.ch  could  have  been  used  to  advantage. 

Battlefield  intelll  I'.enoe  leading  to  the  initial  assault  by  Dog  Company 
at  noon  on  the  30th  had  them  engaging  an  enemy  plsitoon  when  actually  an  enemy 
battalion  minus  those  men  los  in  the  attack  on  the  artillery  position  had  been 
dlggin  in  since  C60C  that  mon.. ng.  PCU'sJrefuges  from  the  village  had  come  Ihto 
Allied  hande  but  no  real  estl:_uLc  of  the  enemye  strength  had  been  made. 

The  use  of  Cd  gas  uouid  have  been  more  successful  if  it  had  been  aub- 
stained  for  a  longer  period.  The  sea  breeze  carried  it  off  along  with  the  beat 
from  the  burning  huts.  Sone  NV.-  ran  from  the  gas  but  most  stayed  and  ate  it  since 
it  quickly  blew  over.  Some  men  carried  CS  baseball  grenades  on  the  assault  but 
these  proved  more  of  a  hinder  th:^  a  help  aince  meat  of  the  US  troops  pulled  off 
their  mask  once  in  the  village  and  the  fresh  CS  hurt  them  more  than  the  enemy.  A 
subatained  CS  attack  would  have  produced  better  results. 

Another  Incident  which  hurt  the  assault  was  the  way  in  which  many  troepa 
left  the  assault  to  help  carry  the  wounded  to  the  rear.  The  wounded  should  be  left 
to  the  medics.  The  wltbdraul  of  six  to  twelve  troops  during  the  assault  can  have 
painful  results;  one  or  two  wounded  could  cause  most  of  a  fire  team  to  be  withdrawn. 

In  preparing  the  village  prior  to  the  assault  there  were  two  twin  4Comi 
selfpropelled  cannons  in  the  artillery  position  which  could  have  been  used  tn  great 
effect  if  employed.  Armored  personnel  carriers  with  thel»  ,50  caliber  machine  gunc 
would  also  been  highly  effective  but  they  were  held  until  31  January  before  it  was 
decided  to  use  them. 

The  use  of  air  power  and  the  personal  bravery  of  the  officers  and  NCO’s 
of  the  men  engaged  waa  awe  inspiring.  From  the  Conmianding  General  down  the  par^ 
troopere  conducted  themaelf  fearlessly.  The  lack  of  accurate,  speedy  intelligence 
waa  the  one  major  weakness.  Attachwnt  of  a  Vletnameae  interpreter  to  U8  companies 
and  quick  action  to  access  all  battlefield  intelligence  to  a  canteral  point  would 
reduce  thia  problem. 
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SSG  Robert  J,  Destatte  i-.I  Det.  Team):  "i(e  oaiue  down  to  the  alr^ 

strip  to  cGordlnats  with  subeector  (located  at  Tiyc  Hoa  j.orth)  on  some 

ROW'S  we  heard  thej'd  captured.  As  wo  drove  to  the  airstrip  ue  heard  heavy 
snail  arras  and  aiortar  fire  over  in  the  burning  vil..age  (C9CO  hours;,  host  all 
was  our  fire  going  into  the  village.  Wo  could  see  troops  on  the  du:.es.  bvery- 
body  was  gone  frora  the  Al.Vh  subsector.  Wo  about'spentS*  1 5  .Tiinutes  and  aecidod 
to  get  out  of  eveiybodies  way  and  returned  to  hector  (MauV  at  Tuy  Hoa)." 

"We  stopped  at  the  airstrip  to  see  what  was  going  on.  host  of  the  firs 
was  In-going,  We  drove  up  the  road  urd  saw  National  loiico  men  crossing  the 
road  firing  into  the  upper  viUage.  At  first  ue  thought  they  were  trigger  happy 
Then  we  could  hoar  the  firing  ooirdng  back.  Then  ILT  Eduard  H.  Anthony  said 
stop  the  Jeep  ard  take  up  oer'ensive  positions  on  each  side  of  the  road.  We 
parked  on  the  right  side  of  the  road.  I'd  Just  gotten  across  the  road  and 
laid  down  when  I  ecu  three  people  sneaking  down  an  alley  across  the  road.  All 
three  were  wearing  shorts  a.nd  the  front  one  had  a  scarf  of  camouflaged  silk, 
all  wore  black  shirts.  The  lead  ...an  was  carrying  a  grease  gun  and  I  wasn't 
sure  if  they  were  regional  force  or  bad  guys.  1  didn't  want  to  kill  our  own 
people.  They  were  interested  in  the  area  towards  the  National  Police.  The 
lead  man  saw  me  from  the  comer  of  his  eye  and  spun  around  towards  ras  with  his 
weapon.  I  took  him  under  automatic  fire.  The  lead  man  fired  a  burst  with  the 
grease  gun  and  the  other  two  took  off  mnnlng  around  the  laundry  up  the  alley, 

LT  Anthony  and  L’’'  Vincent  uanwons  stayed  behind  the  Jeep  and  covered  the  laundry 
I  ooved  about  ten  meters  to  the  right  belilnd  a  tree  and  waited," 

"1  saw  a  man  poke  his  head  aroung  the  corner  of  the  laundry  and  Jump  back, 

I  knew  he'd  spotted  me  ana  was  going  to  throw  a  grenade.  Then  I  heard  the 
grenade  clip  a  dry  branch  over  tiy  head,  I  knew  it  was  near  but  not  where 
BO  I  squeezed  down  in  the  sand  It  exploded  1b  feet  irom  me  in  the  deep  sand 
and  exploded  harmlessly  only  scariiig  the  hell  out  of  me.  LT  Anthony  ana  LT 
Fanzone  moved  across  tha  road  and  took  up  positions  25  meters  to  my  right,  1 
waited  for  the  NVA  to  follow  up  the  grenade  but  they  didn't  come  out  so  I  cut 
across  a  couple  of  fences  and  got  behind  a  lattice  fence,  A  refugee  cama  out 
froa  behind  the  laundry  with  bundles,  looked  both  ways  and  crossed  the  street. " 

"I  waited  for  e  idille,  then  LT  Anthony  told  me  to  call  across  in  Vietnanese 
for  them  to  put  t.Heir  uoepons  down  snd  surrender  and  they  wouldn't  get  shot." 

"Then  I  saw  one  man  in  black  sneaking  up  the  other  side  of  the  laundry 
between  a  pile  of  furniture.  The  one  in  the  scarf  moved  out  behind  bin  in 
front  of  the  next  house.  1  hud  good  concealment  ao  1  took  careful  aln  and 
opened  up  on  automatic.  Ha  fell  and  I  turned  my  .eapon  on  the  other  men  and 
tried  to  firs  on  him  thru  the  furniture.  The  man  I  hit  moved  back  around  the 
comer  then  they  tried  to  cross  an  alley  under  LT  Anthony's  and  LT  Panzone's 
observation  and  they  drove  them  back  by  fire  aeveral  times." 

"Then  LT  Anthony  sent  me  down  to  the  HatlocaJ.  Police  and  Regional  Forces 
te  eee  if  we  couldn't  get  some  to  come  back  and  help  us.  I  also  told  a  civil¬ 
ian  whe  was  moving  towards  the  airfield  to  notify  tho  Regional  Forces  to  come. 

1  found  Major  Hung  in  charge  and  he  said  they'd  had  the  same  indlriduAls 
under  fire  and  the  NVA  had  killed  1  National  Policeman.  He  asked  his  CO  for 
permission  to  move  into  the  village  to  find  them.  Then  2  squads  of  Regional 
Forces  Troops  moved  down  from  the  airfield  to  help  out  -  so  that  sewed  it  up.’ 

"ILT  Trias  Ngoc  Qul,  from  Vietnamese  Sector  Armor  Branch,  took  a  squad 
in  and  searched  the  area  around  thr  laimdry  and  tiicn  broke  in  the  laundry  and 
conducted  a  room  to  room  search.  (Here  the  LT  frisked  his  own  sen  and  mads 
tha  boy  that  lived  there  check  to  make  sure  the  ARVN  troops  had  not  stolen 
anything^’ 

’Then  we  stopped  and  visited  Major  Hung  and  he  told  ua  what  they'd  dona. 

Ue  said  they  captured  8  weapons,  killed  2  and  had  2  UIA  trapped.  They  were 
preparing  to  move  in  on  the  upper  vlllaga  with  combat  police  and  Regional 
Forces.  The  47tb  ARVN  was  to  the  left.  The  ARVN  troopers  seemed  pretty  well 
controlled  end  Major  Hung  forbid  tham  to  fire  rifle  grt.nade.'i  since  they  would 
endanger  friendly  troops.  Ue  left  a  blocking  force  and  etarted  conducting  a 
house  to  bouse  cearob  of  the  upper  village.  Then  we  left." 
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